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MAGNUS RETURNS AGAINST COVID!
Students and staff are settling back into school life after the COVID-19 breakout in 2019.

This term, we’ve achieved a 
lot at Magnus Academy. We 

celebrated what makes us unique 
with Odd Socks Day, we held a 
service to mark Remembrance 
Day and we’ve raised over £500 
for local and national charities. 

Staff v Sixth Form football raised 

almost £65 for Beaumond House, 
£54 was raised for Christian 
Aid and the Children in Need 
Events raised £247 which will 
go towards helping some of the 
most vulnerable children in the 
UK. The community enrichment 
groups held two charity days this 
term with all proceeds going to the 

Children’s Bereavement Centre 
in Newark. They held penalty 
shootout competitions, bake 
sales and hot chocolate stalls to 
raise over £150 for the centre. 

We hope you all have a 
very merry Christmas and a 
happy and restful new year.



A NEWBIE AT MAGNUS
By Ellen Hillbeck

Starting a new school, 
especially when moving from 

far away can be a worrying 
experience. Not seeing your 
friends can be upsetting and 
you might not feel like you are 
going to make new friends.

However, being allocated a “buddy” 
makes you feel more welcome, 
even if you are not that similar.
 
When you first start at school, you 
might feel nervous about reaching 
out to other students, whether 
it’s for friendship or to get help. 
Having someone else be the first to 
talk to you is delightful. They are 

reassuring and let you know that 
there’s nothing to worry about.
  
It is also nice when they invite 
you to sit with them at lunch. 
Whilst it might initially be 
slightly uncomfortable, it helps 
you get to know them and their 
friends. This is how me and others 
made our friends at this school.
 
Yes, there are some challenges. 
Trying to find your way across 
a big school with a one-way 
system, in tight hallways, can 
be very confusing and when 
you are going to your lesson, 

and everyone is walking in the 
opposite direction it isn’t always 
nice. But you do get used to it 
and you find your way around the 
school and those corridors don’t 
seem as bad after a few weeks!

As well as having to get used to 
the one-way system and make 
some friends, there is also a new 
timetable to get used to! This 
is where your buddy can help 
again though. If they can see you 
struggling, they might ask you if 
you need any help. It is usually 
best to accept the help rather 
than refusing it and struggling. 

MAGNUS ENRICHMENT OFFERS
By Eva-May Doyle, Reuben Osborn and Jackson Allen

Last year our school was 
affected by coronavirus 

and the sessions did 
not run in the usual way.

This term, the students have 
once again been given the 
opportunity to take part in 
some exciting enrichment 
opportunities. These have 
enabled students to take part 
in  a range of activities that they 
may not be able to experience 
outside of school such as 
mindfulness and astrophysics. 

Astrophysics
In Astrophysics, you learn 
about space and the structure 
of the planets. Students find this 
very fascinating and wonderful 
as they are taught by our 
physics specialist, Mr Handley. 

Some students have a passion 

towards this enrichment and 
suggest you should try it.

Duke of Edinburgh (DofE)
D of E is a chance for students 
to gain essential life skills 
and build their confidence 
alongside their friends. 

Participating in the Duke Of 
Edinburgh involves different          
levels of expeditions:
Bronze Expedition: Begins with 
a big walk to the camp. If a person 
falls behind, you will all fail. This 
lasts for one night, two days.
Silver Expedition: 
Three days, two nights.
Gold Expedition: Four days, 
three nights.

Karate
Karate is an enrichment ran by 
Mr Trevatt. He was introduced 
to karate by his grandmother 

who acheived a black belt which 
is the highest level you can be. 

He saw enrichment as 
an opportunity to teach 
the anticipated students 
at Magnus who were 
interested in taking up karate. 
Mr Trevatt’ also runs a karate club 
after school. If you’re interested 
in joining, visit him in room 51.  

Students learning a new sport in Mr 
Trevatt’s karate enrichment.



Every year, we gift a book 
to our year 7 students 

for Christmas and this 
year was no different. 

We were excited to welcome 
in Helen Rutter, author of The 
Boy Who Made Everyone 
Laugh, this afternoon to talk 
to students about the book, 
being an author and answer 
any questions they had. 

We feel it’s so important that our 
students get the opportunity to 
hear from a published author to 
understand what inspired them, 
see where that creativity stems 
from and where it leads to.

The students were so 
engaged with Helen and really 
enjoyed thinking up their own 
stories in their heads using 
what she taught them about 

her own writing process. 

Each student received their own 
copy of the book during family 
dining and we hope that hearing 
from the author herself will 
inspire them to read it over the 

Christmas break and encourage 
them in their own writing.

A huge thank you goes to 
Helen Rutter. Author. for 
visiting and inspiring us 
to write our own stories!

AUTHOR VISIT FOR YEAR SEVEN STUDENTS

A group of lucky Year 7 students were asked 
to join Jeff Kinney live to hear all about 

the newest of the Wimpy Kid books, Big Shot. 

The students loved hearing about his inspiration 
for the book series and were thrilled to see 
him draw some of his famous illustrations of 
them. They were even able to draw along with 

Jeff to create their own cartoon characters! 
The group were then given the chance to view 
the trailer for the new animated film version 
of Wimpy Kid, introduced by Jeff himself. 

After the talk, students borrowed copies of Diary 
of a Wimpy Kid from our library to enjoy at home. 
Huge thank you to Jeff for his brilliant talk!

DIARY OF A WIMPY KID WORKSHOP

Back row (L-R): Mrs Jackson, Ava Kirtley, Bailey Coggan, Kayleigh Buxey, 
Luke Wilkinson, Beatrice Cullen and Mr Semmelroth with author, Helen Rutter 
(sitting). Below left: Bailey Coggan meeting Helen Rutter. Below right: Year 7.

By Mrs Jackson



Miss Taylor and Mr 
Frost took year 12 

and 13 criminology and 
sociology students to the 
National Justice Museum in 
Nottingham. 

During the day, they studied 
evidence from a case and 
built a prosecution argument, 
and were given a tour around 

the crime and punishment 
museum. 

Everyone also took part in 
a murder trial where they all 
were given a role in the court 
process, with year 13 acting 
as prosecution and year 12 as 
defence.

The museum staff expressed 

how phenomenal all the 
students were, with a special 
well done to Tamzin Orr who 
was one of the prosecutors. 
One member of staff said 
how she was one of the best 
students she’s seen take onthat 
role.

Thank you to the National 
Justice Museum for having us!

Above: Year 12 and 13 criminology and sociology students with Mr Frost and Miss Taylor in a mock court room at the 
National Justice Museum in Nottingham. Below: Students behind bars in the crime and punishment museum.

Y12/13 Criminology trip

WHEN SHOULD YOU PUT YOUR CHRISTMAS TREE UP?
One of the biggest Christmas debates is when people 
put their tree up. We asked 100 people and were 
very surprised with the results. As you can see, lots 
of people said November but most people picked 
December. 
When do you put your tree up?

November

December



SPORT
A big well done to all the sports teams that competed this term. There were netball, football 
and rugby fixtures almost every week, with some very tough matches.

If these results have inspired you to join a team, take a look at the current sports clubs on 
offer and keep your eyes peeled for the new teams that will be running in the new year!

STAFF V SIXTH FORM FOOTBALL

The annual Staff v Sixth Form football match took place in October with the staff team snatching 
a surprising 3-2 win over the sixth form! It was held in aid of Beaumond House Hospice Care and 
we managed to raise almost £65 for them. Thank you to those who played, watched and donated!

Rugby Football YCDS

Magnus 5  -  1 Newark 
        Academy

Year 7 Boys

Magnus 1  -  3 Arnold Hill
Year 7&8 Girls

Magnus 1  -  4 Arnold Hill
Year 10 Girls

Magnus 20  -  0 Suthers      
Year 7 Boys

Magnus 5  -  0 Lincoln
        Priory

Magnus 25  -  5 Will Rob
        Academy

YCDS 4  -  2 Brooke 
    House

Football

YCDS 4  -  1 Ashfield 
    School
YCDS 13  -  1 Leicester 
    College


