
 

 

 

 

 

 

Knowledge Organiser: November 2021 

Year 8 

 
“Wise men and women are always learning, always listening for fresh insights.” 

Proverbs 18:15 (The Message) 
 

 

 

 
Determination     –     Integrity     –     Ambition     –     Humility     –     Compassion 

Student Name: 



Using Your Knowledge Organiser 

Your teachers have worked hard to produce this document for you and have selected the most important knowledge that you will need to know to make good progress in 
their subjects. You should aim to learn all the information in your knowledge organiser off by heart.   

Try out some of the strategies listed here to help you achieve this.  

 

1. Read the knowledge organiser and ensure you understand it. 
Try and make links between the information on it and what 
you already know and do. 
 

2. Look, Cover, Write, Check – the traditional way of learning 
spellings! 
 

3. Create a Mnemonic – Using the first letters of keywords create 
a memorable sentence or phrase. 
 

4. Create an acronym – using the first letters of keywords to 
create a word to prompt you to remember all of the 
information. 
 

5. Write it out in full on a blank version of the same format. 
 

6. Write it out in note form, reducing it to key ideas or words. Try 
the same format but a smaller piece of paper. 

 
7. Recreate the knowledge organiser as a series of images and 

words 
 

 

 

8. Write a set of test questions for yourself using the organiser.  
• Answer these without the organiser the next day.  
• Swap your questions with a friend to increase 

challenge.  
• Turn your questions in to a game by putting them 

on cards and playing with friends. 
 

9. Chunk the knowledge into smaller bitesize sections of around 
5 pieces of information. Concentrate on mastering a chunk 
before you start on the next. 
 

10. Try to make connections between the information and people 
you know. E.g. Visualise yourself trying these strategies with a 
specific teaching group. 
 

11. Talk about the information on the knowledge organiser with 
another person. Teaching someone else about it helps us learn 
it. 

 
12. Say the information out loud – rehearse it like learning lines 

for a play, or sing it as if you are in a musical!  

 



4.  Key Vocabulary 

Term Definition 

Tension Mental or emotional strain.  

Suspense 
A state or feeling of excited or anxious uncertainty about what may 
happen.  

Supernatural 
Things which are beyond scientific understanding or the laws of 
nature.  

Foreshadowing A warning or indication of a future event. 

Penny Dreadful A cheap, sensational comic or storybook.  

Sensationalism  
The presentation of stories in a way that is intended to provoke public 
interest or excitement, at the expense of accuracy.  

The Uncanny Strange or mysterious, especially in an unsettling way.  

Melancholy  A feeling of pensive sadness, typically with no obvious cause.  

Symbolism  An object, person,  event or action that has a deeper meaning.   

Year 8 — English Gothic Literature ‘The Woman in Black’ 

2.  Symbolism 

Fog and Mist 

Throughout the novel, fog and mist symbolize impending 
disaster.  Anytime fog or mist rolls in throughout the text, it is 
Hill’s way of warning her readers—and perhaps even Arthur 
himself—that trouble is on the horizon.  

Pony Trap 

Pony traps, which are small, two-person horse-drawn 
carriages, symbolize a travelling between—physically, 
emotionally, or psychologically—the world of the living and 
the world of the dead.  

The Woman in 
Black 

After Jennet's son dies in an accident, she becomes wholly 
absorbed by her loss. Her grief consumes her, isolating her 
from everyone around her. After she dies, she continues to 
seek revenge for the perceived wrong that was committed 
against her. She becomes a symbol of mourning because she is 
perpetually dressed in black and seems to be followed by 
death wherever she goes.   

1764: 

The Castle of Otranto  

Horace Walpole 

1818: 

Frankenstein  

Mary Shelley 

1836: 

The first penny dreadful 

was published. 

1847 

Wuthering Heights 

Emily Bronte 

1897 

Dracula 

Bram Stoker  

1983 

The Woman in Black 

Susan Hill 

Timeline of Gothic Fiction 

1. Origins of the Gothic 

 

4.  Descriptive Vocabulary (for Gothic settings) 

Term Definition 

Secluded 
Not seen or visited by many people; sheltered and private. Eel Marsh house 
was secluded.  

Macabre 
Used to describe something that is very strange and unpleasant because it is 
connected with death or violence. Dr Frankenstein is interested in the macabre. 

Dilapidated 
In a state of disrepair or ruin. The dilapidated graveyard didn’t have many 

visitors.  

Repulsive 
Extremely unpleasant and disgusting. A repulsive smell came through the 
house.  

Neglected 
Not receiving proper attention; disregarded. The old house stood neglected for 
years.  

Malevolent 
Having or showing a wish to do evil to others. The Woman in Black is a 
malevolent spirit.  

Ominous Giving the impression that something bad is going to happen.  



4.  Elements of Detective Fiction 

Term Definition 

The detective story is a type of popular literature in which a crime is introduced and 

investigated and the culprit is revealed.  The traditional elements of the detective story are:  

1.) The seemingly perfect crime. This is usually a murder or a theft.  

2.) The wrongly accused suspect at 

whom circumstantial evidence points. 

This is a character who is typically introduced 

early on within the novel. 

3.) The bungling of dim-witted police. 
In the Sherlock Holmes stories, police officers 

are often shown as pompous and comic.  

4.) The greater powers of observation and 

superior mind of the detective. 

Sherlock Holmes uses skills and techniques 

that are more unique than police methods. 

5.) The startling and unexpected denouement. 
This is when the detective reveals how the 

identity of the culprit was ascertained.   

3.  Key Characters 

Term Definition 

Sherlock 

Holmes 

A fictional consulting detective created by Arthur Conan Doyle. He is 

known for his intelligence, introspection and dual nature. He is 

described as an ‘observing machine’ because of his ability to capture 

the essence of people with seemingly very little evidence. 

John Watson 
Holmes’ former flatmate, a doctor and his closest companion. The 

stories are told from his perspective, working as Holmes’ assistant.  

Irene Adler 

A famous American opera singer who had a relationship with the 

future King of Bohemia. To Holmes, she is ‘the woman’ who 

outsmarted him.  

Professor 

Moriarty  

Moriarty is a criminal mastermind who does not commit crimes 

himself but uses his intelligence and network of resources to provide 

criminals with strategies for their crimes. 

Year 8 — English (Sherlock Holmes) 

1. Technical Vocabulary 

Term Definition 

Enlighten 
To provide someone with information and understanding. People 
come to Holmes so that they can be enlightened on a crime.  

Deduction 
The process of reaching a decision by looking at the facts that are 
known. Holmes is able to use his skills of deduction to solve crimes.  

Scandal  
A scandal is something that shocks people because they think it is 
morally wrong.  

Periodical/
Serial  

Books, magazines or other entertainment that are released on a 
regular basis. The Strand Magazine was a periodical that published 
the Sherlock Holmes stories.  

Introspective 
When you examine your own thoughts, ideas, and feelings. Sherlock 
Holmes can be introspective. This makes him a better detective.  

Dual Nature 
 Having two different parts or aspects. Holmes has a dual nature: his 
quiet introspective side, and his manic detecting side.  

2. Context– Arthur Conan Doyle and Victorian London 

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle was the author of the Sherlock Holmes stories.  

Before he became a writer, Doyle studied medicine. He based the character of 
Sherlock Holmes on his real life mentor, Dr Joseph Bell.  

Doyle’s short stories were published individually in The Strand Magazine 
periodical and then collected to form The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes short 
story collection in 1892.  

The Victorian Era (1837-1901) saw a rapid change in medicine, science, technology 
and industry took place during Queen Victoria’s rule. 

The Metropolitan Police was formed in 1829 by Robert Peel.  

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle has long been credited as an influence to forensic science 
due to his character’s use of methods such as fingerprints, serology, ciphers, trace 
evidence, and footprints long before they were commonly used by actual police 
forces.   



Algebra Mathematics Area 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Multiplying Integers 

  

 

 

 

If there are two operations from the same level in a calculation, 
work from left to right 

E.g. 6 – 8 + 4 = -2 + 4 = 2 

+ x + = +     - x - = + 

+ x - = -     - x + = - 
 

Example:           

3 x 2 = 6             -3 x -2 = 6 

3 x -2 =-6            -3 x 2 = -6 

 

Order of Operations 
 

Inverse of Operations Area of a Triangle 

 
 A = 𝟏𝟏

𝟐𝟐
 x base x height  

 

 
 

 
Area of a Circle 

 
A = πr2 

 

Circumference of a Circle 

 
C = 2πr or C = πd  

 

Area of a Trapezium 

 
 

Example: If a = 4cm b = 6cm and h = 12cm 

then, A = 𝟏𝟏
𝟐𝟐
 x (4cm + 6cm) x 12cm = 36cm2 

A = 𝟏𝟏
𝟐𝟐

 (a + b) h 

 

(r)  



Fractions Mathematics Graphing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Subject terminology - Graphing 

Correlation A measure of relationship between two quantitative 
variables. 

Interpolation Estimating an unknown value that falls between 
known values. 

Continuous Data Data that can take any value e.g. height or weight. 

Discrete Data Data that can only take certain values e.g. the 
number of languages a person speaks. 

Subject terminology - Fractions 

Numerator The number above the line in a fraction – it indicates 
the number of equal parts that are being considered. 

Denominator The number below the line in the fraction – it 
indicates the total number of equal parts. 

Equivalent Fractions that have the same value.  
Lowest Common 
Multiple 

The smallest positive number that is a multiple of 
two or more numbers.  

Scatter Graphs 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

Adding Fractions 

Mixed Numbers 

Converting to a mixed number: Converting to an improper fraction: 

 

 

 

   

 

 

Example: Work out 1
4

+ 5
12

 

1) Find a common denominator – in this case it is 12 
2) Multiply by the correct number to achieve this               

common denominator – in this case I multiply by 3.          
Make sure you multiply both the numerator and          
denominator by this number.  

3) Add the two fractions together and simplify: 3
12

+ 5
12

= 8
12

= 2
3
 

 
 

11
5
 = (1 × 5)

5
 + 1

5
 = 5

5
 + 1

5
 = 6

5
 Here I have 6

6
 + 1

6
 = 7

6
 = 11

6
  

Interpolation 
Example: Find the value of sales at 21 degrees 
1) Draw a line of best fit for the 
data set. 

2) Draw a straight line up from 21 
degrees to the line of best fit. 

3) From this point, draw a line 
across to the y axis to find the 
corresponding value. 

 

 

No Correlation
  

Positive Correlation
  

Negative Correlation  



Subject Terminology Definition
Combustion A chemical reaction where fuel is heated and reacts with oxygen 

releasing energy. 
Exothermic A chemical reaction where heat energy moves from the system to 

the surroundings
Endothermic A chemical reaction where heat energy moves from the 

surroundings to the system

Unreactive Elements that take part in few chemical reactions are unreactive. 

Conservation of mass In a chemical reaction, the total mass of reactants is equal to the 
total mass of products. This is 

Thermal 
decomposition 

A chemical reaction in which a compound breaks down on heating 
to form more than one product

Chemical equations 

Year 8 Subject: Science - Chemistry Topic: Reactions

Endothermic and exothermic reactions 

Combustion reactions 



Subject Terminology Definition
Prediction a statement suggesting what will happen in the future, based on 

observation, experience or a hypothesis. 
Trend a pattern in properties, such as an increase or decrease
Displacement reaction a more reactive metal will displace a less reactive metal from its 

compounds.

Particle a minute portion of matter

Atoms the smallest part of an element that can exist

Element a substance that consists of only one type of atom and it cannot be broken
down into anything simpler.

Molecule a particle that consists of two or more atoms chemically bonded together.

Compound a substance that contains two or more different elements that are 
chemically combined

Mixture two or more different substances, not chemically joined together.

Polymer very large molecules made when many smaller molecules join together, 
end to end

Diatomic pure gaseous elements that form molecules consisting of two atoms of the 
same element bonded together

Pure and impure substances 

Year 8 Subject: Science - Chemistry Topic: Matter

The periodic table 

Everything on this side is a 
_____metal_____

Everything on this side is a 
____non metal_______

Rows in the Periodic 
Table are called 
__periods_____

Columns in the 
Periodic Table are 

called __groups____

Matter 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=periodic+table&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=GWRLz3Jy_SXc_M&tbnid=CM5rFZcWZNGRHM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.csn.edu/pages/2181.asp&ei=JW40UrDmIa-z0QXx5oHYDw&bvm=bv.52164340,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNGUsXdfPcai_FY1jSKQsDhOTvDQSg&ust=1379253239784464
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=periodic+table&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=GWRLz3Jy_SXc_M&tbnid=CM5rFZcWZNGRHM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.csn.edu/pages/2181.asp&ei=JW40UrDmIa-z0QXx5oHYDw&bvm=bv.52164340,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNGUsXdfPcai_FY1jSKQsDhOTvDQSg&ust=1379253239784464


Half-Term 2            History          Topic: Political Reform 
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Campaign for Women’s suffrage 
Although there had been some advances in Women’s rights, women were not equal to men in the 
19th century. In particular, they did not have the vote in Parliamentary elections. 
Campaign groups: NUWSS & WSPU. 
Despite all the campaign efforts, women had NOT 
won the vote by 1914: 

However, all this started to change 
after the First World War … 

• Parliament rejected every bill to give women 
the vote. Male members held strong views 
about the weakness of women. 

During the war women contributed greatly 
to the war effort and kept the country 
going while the men were away. 

• The Women’s National Anti-Suffrage League 
(1908) campaigned against votes for women. 

• In 1910, the Men’s National League for 
Opposing Women’s Franchise merged to form 
the National League of Opposing Women’s 
Suffrage … it said “women were not fit for 
government” 

In 1918, the government passed the 
Representation of the People Act giving 
the vote to all men over the age of 21 and 
women over the age of 30 who were 
householders or married to a 
householder. 

• When the First World War broke out, the 
Suffragettes and Suffragists stopped most of 
their campaign and urged women to support 
the war instead.. 

The campaign for women’s suffrage 
finally succeeded in 1928, when women 
were granted the same voting rights as 
men. 

The Chartist Movement 
Many working-class men had campaigned for the 1832 
Reform Act. They felt betrayed when it did not give them 
the vote. 
The People’s Charter (1838) demanded: 

- A vote for all men 21 or older. 
- The secret ballot. 
- That any man can become an MP (no need to own 

property). 
- Payment of MPs 
- Constituencies with equal numbers of voters 
- Parliamentary elections every year. 

 
The Chartists were encouraged in 1848 by a wave of 
revolutions throughout Europe. The authorities disliked the 
idea of Chartism because it threatened their power. 

 

Lord Grey 
 

Prime Minister that 
introudced the Great 

Reform Act 
 
 
 

Earl of Derby 
 

Prime Minster that 
introduced the Electoral 

Reform Acts 

William Lovett & 
Feargus O’ Connor 

 
Leader’s of the Chartist 

Movement 

Millicent Fawcett 
 

Founder of the 
(peaceful) Suffragist 

Movement, the 
NUWSS.  

Emmeline Pankhurst, 
Sylvia and Christabel 

Pankhurst. 
Emmeline was the 

Leader of the 
Suffragette movement 

and her daughters were 
extreme campaigners 

with her. 

Emily Davision 
 

Killed by the King’s 
Horse (Anmer) at the 
Derby in 1913 while 
campaginning for the 

WSPU 

David Lloyd-George 
 

Prime Minister in 1918 
when women were 

given the vote. 

Timeline 

1832 Great Reform Act – Reorganised the electoral areas to get rid of rotten boroughs. 

1837 Queen Victoria becomes Queen of England. 

1867 Electoral Reform Act – Gave working men the vote, IF they owned land worth £10 a 
year or paid £10 rent a year. 

1870 Married Women’s Property Act – Women no longer had to hand over all of their 
property and belongings to their husband when they married. 

1901 Death of Queen Victoria 

1913 Cat and Mouse Act – Hunger strikers in prison were released until they were well 
enough to be returned to prison. 

1914 World War One begins. 

1918 World War One ends. 
Representation of the People Act – Women over the age of 30 and who owned 
property were given the vote. All men over 21 were given the vote. 

1928 Equal Franchise Act – All women over 21 years were given the vote. 

 

TECHNICAL VOCABULARY 

Rotten Borough An area that could elect several MP’s even though there were very few voters. 

Reform Making changes, to laws in this case. 
Electoral  Anything to do with the voting system. 

Social Reforms Changes to people’s living and working conditions 

Chartists Political reformers who wanted better social and industrial conditions for workers. 

Suffragists Peaceful movement that was working for votes for Women. 
Suffragettes Militant movement that was working for votes for Women. 

Militant People who are prepared to take extreme actions in support of their cause. 

NUWSS National Union of Women’s Suffrage Societies. Founded 1897 they believed in peaceful 
protests, letter writing etc. 

WSPU Women’s Social and Political Union. Founded in 1903 there motto was “Deeds not 
Words”. 

 



Half-Term 3            History          Topic: World War One 
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Causes of World War One 
Long Term Short Term 

• Militarism – Countries wanted to 
increase the military strength of their 
countries by building their navy. This 
caused competition and tension, 
particularly between Britain and 
Germany. 

The ‘short term’ spark of World 
War One. 
 
Serbian terrorist group known as 
the Black Hand Gang assassinated 
Archduke Franz Ferdinand of 
Austria on 28th June 1914. 
 
This caused Austria-Hungary to 
declare war on Serbia. 
 
This caused Russia to declare war 
on Austria-Hungary and the steps 
to war followed. 
 
 
 

• Alliances – Countries made alliances to 
protect themselves. The Triple Entente 
and The Triple Alliance formed and 
these became enemies. 

• Imperialism – Countries wanted to grab 
land overseas. This led to conflict and 
tension between the two main alliances. 

• Nationalism – Countries wanted to 
make themselves stronger than other 
countries. This led to conflict. 

Treaty of Versailles  
 

Land – Germany lost the Anschluss and overseas territories. 
 
Army – Limits were set on the size of the German Army. The 
army was restricted to just 100,000 men and the manufacture 
of tanks, submarines and aircraft was forbidden. 
 
Money – Reparations – Germany was to pay for the damage 
caused by the war. 
 
Blame- War Guilt – Germany to accept blame for starting the 
war. 
 

 

Mobile X – Rays 
 

X-rays were vital in WW1. They 
helped surgeons locate the 
metal fragments that came from 
shells and bullets and helped to 
improve sugery. 

The Thomas Splint 
 

The splint stretched the leg to stop 
the ends of broken bone grinding 
against one another and reduced 
blood loss. It aso kept the bone still, 
preventing futher damage. 

Blood Transfusion 
 

In 1901, scientists discovered there 
were different blood groups. In WW1 
they found a way to preserve blood 
so it could be stored in blood banks. 
This meant that many soldiers could 
receive blood transfusion quickly and 
saved many lives. 

Antiseptics 
 

On the Western Front it was 
difficut to carry out surgery in 
clean conditions. Drs found 
antiseptics such as saline 
could be used to flush or 
‘irrigate’ wounds. 

Plastic Surgery 
 

Many soldiers suffered severe facial 
injuries on the Western Front.  
Harold Gillies, a New Zealand 
surgeon became known as the father 
of plastic surgery by developing skin 
grafts of living tissue onto the face. 

Steps to World War One 

28th July 
1914 

Austria blames the assassination on the Serbian government and uses it as an excuse to attack Serbia 

29th July 
1914 

Russia has promised to protect Serbia against any Austrian attack and begins to prepare its army. 

1st August 
1914 

Germany hears about the Russian preparations and declares war on Russia. 

2nd August 
1914 

Britain mobilises it fleet of warships. 

3rd August 
1914 

Germany declares war on France. This is either because Germany is worried about a French attack or 
because the Schlieffen Plan says France has to be attacked before Russia. 

4th August 
1914 

German soldiers march into Belgium. Britain and Belgium declare war on Germany. 

6th August 
1914 

Austria declares war on Russia. 

12th August 
1914 

Britain and France declare war on Austria. 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

TECHNICAL VOCABULARY 

Militarism Wanting your country to have a strong military (e.g.  army and navy). 

Alliance A group of countries that have agreed to work together 
Imperialism The desire to conquer colonies, especially in Africa.  

This brought the powers into conflict: Germany wanted an empire.  
France and Britain already had empires. 

Nationalism The belief that your country is better than others. This made nations assertive and aggressive 

Triple Entente The Alliance between Britain, Russia & France 

Triple Alliance The Alliance between Germany, Austria-Hungary and Italy  

Trench A defensive ditch used in WW1. 

ANZAC troops Soldiers from Australia & New Zealand who fought for the allies 

Armistice Agreement to end the fighting made on 11 November 1918 

Treaty of Versailles Agreement of the terms of peace at the end of the war made in Versailles in 1919 

 



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Technical Vocabulary 
Weather is the current conditions of the atmosphere e.g. 
rainy, sunny, windy. 
Climate is the long-term average conditions of the 
atmosphere e.g. Warm in August. 
Air Pressure is how heavy the air is, measured in Millibars.  
Barometer is an instrument used to measure air pressure.  

Evaporation happens when a liquid heats up and turns 
into a gas.  
Condensation happens when a gas cools and turns into a 
liquid.  
Precipitation is anything water based that falls from the 
sky eg. rain, sleet, hail or snow.  
Relief is the height and shape of the land 

 

Climate Zones of the World 

Polar- very cold and dry 
all year  
Temperate- cold winters 
and mild summers 

 
Arid- dry, hot all year 

 Tropical - hot and wet all 
year 

 

Mediterranean - mild 
winters, dry hot summers  

 

Mountains/Tundra - very 
cold all year 

 
 

Formation of a Tropical Storm 



 Types of Plate Margins 

Destructive Plate Margin 

When the denser plate subducts beneath the other, 
friction causes it to melt and become molten magma. 
The magma forces its ways up to the surface to form 
a volcano. This margin is also responsible for 
devastating earthquakes. 

Constructive Plate Margin 

Here two plates are moving apart causing new 
magma to reach the surface through the gap. 
Volcanoes formed along this crack cause a submarine 
mountain range such as those in the Mid Atlantic 
Ridge. 

Conservative Plate Margin 

A conservative plate boundary occurs where plates 
slide past each other in opposite directions, or in the 
same direction but at different speeds. This is 
responsible for earthquakes such as the ones that 
happening along the San Andreas Fault, USA. 

Collision Zones 

Collision zones form when two continental plates 
collide. Neither plate is forced under the other, and 
so both are forced up and form fold mountains. 
These zones are responsible for shallow earthquakes 
in the Himalayas. 

Types of volcanoes 

Shield Made of basaltic rock and form gently sloping cones from 
layers of runny lava. Location: hot spots and constructive 
margins. Eruptions: gentle and predictable  

Composite Most common type found on land. Created by layers of ash 
and lava.  
Location: Destructive margins Eruptions: explosive and 
unpredictable due to the build of pressure within the magma 
chamber. 

Hotspots These happen away from any plate boundaries. They occur 
because a plume of magma rises to eat into the plate above. 
Where lava breaks through to the surface, active volcanoes 
can occur above the hot spot.  E.g. Hawaii. 

Caldera These are the most explosive type of volcano with a crater 
collapses after eruption. Huge amounts of pressure build up 
over time. An example is Yellowstone in the USA. One hasn’t 
erupted in thousands of years 

An earthquake is a sudden or violent movement within the Earth’s 
crust followed by a series of aftershocks. 
A volcano is an opening in the Earth’s crust from which lava, ash 

   Tectonic plates are the huge segments of Earth’s crust 
Subduction happens when a dense oceanic plate is forced under a 
continental plate at a destructive boundary. 
The Richter Scale is a measure of the energy (magnitude) released 
in an earthquake 
The Mercalli Scale is a measure of earthquake intensity (strength), 
ranging from I to XII.  
Convection currents pockets of warm air or liquid that rise, then 
cool and fall, in a circular motion. In tectonics this is magma in the 
mantle.  
 The Asthenosphere the upper layer of the earth's mantle, below 
the lithosphere with convection currents happening here. 
The Lithosphere the outer part of Earth, consisting of the crust 
and upper mantle. 

 



Half-Term 2  Subject Spanish Y8   Las Tapas  Threshold Concept Link(s): Giving opinions, describing past events 

¿Qué opinas de las tapas? ¿Qué comiste? 
Week 1 

 

Week 2 

 

Opinions Verb Noun Connective + verb = Adjective 
Me fastidia (n) = I get annoyed  el gazpacho = cold soup because it is delicioso = delicious 
Me fascina (n) = It fascinates me  el chorizo = spicy sausage porque es sabroso = tasty 
Me divierto – I have fun comer = to eat el jamón ibérico = Spanish ham dado que es salado = salty 
Me decepciona – It disappoints me beber = to drink la paella de mariscos = seafood paella ya que es grasiento = greasy 
Me da igual – I’m not bothered about probar = to try la tortilla española = spanish omelette puesto que es asqueroso = disgusting 
Me disfruto de = I enjoy tomar  = to have los churros = churros aunque es =  dulce = sweet 
Vale la pena – it’s worth while  los calamares = squid although it is picante = spicy 
Estoy harto de – I’m fed up of  las patatas bravas = fried potatoes in a spicy tomato sauce  sano = healthy 
Estoy a favor de – I am in favour of  las aceitunas = olives  malsano = unhealthy 
Estoy en contra de – I am against  las gambas al ajillo = prawns in garlic  repugnante = revolting 

Verb Noun Verb Comparative Adjective Comparative Verb Noun 

 el gazpacho = cold soup   delicioso = delicious   el queso manchego =  cheese made 
with sheep’s milk 

 el chorizo = spicy sausage  más sabroso = tasty que   el pulpo a la gallega = Galician 
octopus 

Comer = Eating el jamón ibérico = Spanish ham  = more salado = salty = than comer = eating el salpicón de mariscos = seafood 
cocktail 

Beber = Drinking la paella de mariscos = seafood 
paella 

  grasiento = greasy  beber = drinking la ensaladilla rusa = Spanish potato 
salad 

Tomar = Having la tortilla española = spanish 
omelette 

 menos asqueroso = disgusting que  tomar = having la fabada asturiana = bean stew 

 los churros = churros es = is = less dulce = sweet = than  los pimientos de padrón = cooked 
green peppers 

 los calamares = squid   picante = spicy   los boquerones en vinagre = 
anchovies in vinegar 

 las patatas bravas = fried potatoes in 
a spicy tomato sauce 

 tan sano = healthy como   las albóndigas = meatballs 

 las aceitunas = olives  = as malsano = unhealthy = as  las croquetas de jamón = ham 
croquettes 

 las gambas al ajillo = prawns in garlic   repugnante = revolting   las berenjenas a la miel = aubergine 
in honey 

  



Weeks 3 and 4 

 

Time expression Noun Verb Nouns Connective Adjective 

Ayer = Yesterday (yo) I probé = tried 
tomé = tried 
comí = ate 
bebí = ate 

el gazpacho = cold soup 
el chorizo = spicy sausage 
 

me gustó porque fue  =  
I liked it because it was 

delicioso = delicious 
sabroso = tasty 

Anoche = last night   el jamón ibérico = Spanish ham 
el queso manchego =  cheese made with 
sheep’s milk 

me encantó porque fue =   
I loved it because it was 

salado = salty 
grasiento = greasy 
 

Anteayer = the day before 
yesterday 

mi hermana 
mi hermanastro 
mi tío 

probó = tried 
tomó = tried 
 

el pulpo a la gallega = Galician octopus 
el pisto cordobés = ratatouille 

me chifló porque fue  =   
I loved it because it was 

asqueroso = 
disgusting 

La semana pasada = Last 
week 

mi madre 
mi familia 
mi bisabuelo 

comió = ate 
bebió = ate 
 

el salpicón de mariscos = seafood cocktail me moló porque fue  =  
I loved it because it was 

dulce = sweet 
picante = spicy 

El fin de semana pasado = 
Last weekend   

mi padre 
mi primo 
mi abuela  

 la paella de mariscos = seafood paella 
la tortilla española = spanish omelette 

me apeteció ya que fue =  
it interested me because it was 

sano = healthy 

El primer día = the first day   la ensaladilla rusa = Spanish potato salad no me gustó porque fue  =  
I didn’t like it because it was 

malsano = unhealthy 

Más tarde = later   la fabada asturiana = bean stew  repugnante = 
revolting 

El último día = the last day   los churros = churros me gustaron porque fueron  =  
I liked them because they were 

deliciosos = delicious 
sabrosos = tasty 

El año pasado = Last year mis padres y yo 
mi madre y yo 

probamos = tried 
tomamos = tried 

los calamares = squid me encantaron dado que fueron =   
I loved them because they were 

salados = salty 
 

Hace dos años = 2 years ago mi abuelo y yo 
mi hermano y yo 

comimos= ate 
bebimos= ate 

los pimientos de padrón = cooked green 
peppers 

 asquerosos = 
disgusting 

Por la mañana = In the 
morning 

mi padre y yo 
mi bisabuelo y yo 

 los boquerones en vinagre = anchovies in 
vinegar 

me chiflaron ya que fueron  =   
I loved them because they were 

dulces = sweet 
picantes = spicy 

Por la tarde  = In the 
afternoon 

  los callos de ternera = beef stew  sanos = healthy 

Por la noche = In the evening   las patatas bravas = fried potatoes in a 
spicy tomato sauce 

me molaron porque fueron  =  
I loved them because they were 

malsanos = 
unhealthy 

Primero = First mis padres 
mis abuelos 
mis hermanos 

probaron = tried 
tomaron = tried 

las aceitunas = olives  repugnantes = 
revolting 

Luego = Next   comieron= ate 
bebieron= ate 

las gambas al ajillo = prawns in garlic me apetecieron ya que fueron =  
they interested me because they were 

 

Después  = Afterwards mis amigos 
mis tíos 

 las albóndigas = meatballs no me gustaron puesto que fueron  =  
I didn’t like them because they were 

grasientos = greasy 

Además = furthermore   las croquetas de jamón = ham croquettes   

En adición = In addition   las berenjenas a la miel = aubergine in 
honey 

  

Finalmente = Finally   las pavías de  bacalao = fried cod in batter   



Half-Term 3   Subject Spanish Y8   La Tomatina  Threshold Concept Link(s): Giving opinions, describing past events 

¿Qué opinas de la Tomatina? Describe una visita a la Tomatina. 
Week 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Week 2 

Opinions Verb Noun Connective + verb = Adjective 
Me fastidia (n) = I get annoyed ir a = to go to La Tomatina = the tomato festival because it is agradable = pleasant 

desagradable = unpleasant 
Me fascina (n) = It fascinates me visitar = to visit la batalla de tomates = tomato fight porque es guay = cool 

extraño = strange 
Me divierto – I have fun ver = to see los fuegos artificiales = fireworks dado que es estupendo = great 

loco = crazy 
Me decepciona – It disappoints me asistir a = to attend la fiesta = the festival ya que es asombroso  = amazing 

extraordinario = extraordinary  
Me da igual – I’m not bothered about sacar fotos de = to take photos of los desfiles = the parades puesto que es divertido = fun 

asqueroso = disgusting 
Me disfruto de = I enjoy participar en = to participate in  

tomar parte en =  to take part in 
la música y el baile = the music and the 
dancing 

aunque es =  esplendido  = great 
desordenado = messy 

Vale la pena – it’s worth while intentar subir = to try to climb el palo jabón = the greasy pole although it is diferente = different 
interesante = interesting 

Estoy harto de – I’m fed up of comer = to eat  comida típica  =  typical food   emocionante = exciting 
sucio = dirty 

Estoy a favor de – I am in favour of tirar / lanzar = to throw  
aplastar los = to squash 

tomates  =  tomatoes   entretenido = entertaining 
aburrido = boring 

Estoy en contra de – I am against llevar = wear  gafas acuáticas =  goggles 
ropa blanca =  white clothes 

 peligroso = dangerous 
fatigoso = tiring 

Time expression Verb (IR = to go) Nouns Connective Adjective 
Ayer = Yesterday Fui  = I went a ver La Tomatina = to see the tomato 

festival 
me gustó porque fue  =  
I liked it because it was 

agradable = pleasant 
desagradable = unpleasant 

El año pasado = Last year Fuiste  = You went (s) a ver la fiesta = to see the festival me encantó porque fue =   
I loved it because it was 

guay = cool 
extraño = strange 

Hace dos años = 2 years ago Fue  = He / she went a ver los fuegos artificiales 
= to see the fireworks 

me chifló porque fue  =   
I loved it because it was 

estupendo = great 
loco = crazy 

La semana pasada = Last week Fuimos  = We went a ver el palo jabón  = to see the greased 
pole 

me moló porque fue  =  
I loved it because it was 

asombroso  = amazing 
extraordinario = extraordinary  

El fin de semana pasado = 
Last weekend   

Fuisteis  = You went (p) a ver los desfiles = to see the parades  divertido = fun 
asqueroso = disgusting 

El primer día = the first day Fueron = They went a ver la música y el baile = to see the 
music and dancing 

 esplendido  = great 
desordenado = messy 

Más tarde = later  a ver el concurso de paella = to see the 
paella making contest 

 diferente = different 
interesante = interesting 

El último día = the last day  a ver la celebración = to see the 
celebration 

no me divertí porque fue =  
I didn’t have fun because it was 

emocionante = exciting 
sucio = dirty 

  a ver la batalla de tomates = to see the 
tomato fight 

no me gustó porque fue  =  
I didn’t like it because it was 

entretenido = entertaining 
aburrido = boring 

  a ver los camiones llenos de tomates = to 
see the lorries full of tomatoes 

 peligroso = dangerous 
fatigoso = tiring 

 



Weeks 3 and 4 

 

 

 

Time phrase Noun  Activity In my opinion Verb Adjective 
Por la mañana = In the morning (yo) I participé en el palo jabón = I participated in the greased pole 

probé paella = I tried paella 
saqué fotos = I took photos 
llevé gafas acuáticas = I wore goggles 
tiré/lancé tomates = I threw tomatoes 

A mi parecer   agradable = pleasant 
desagradable = unpleasant 
guay = cool 
extraño = strange 

Por la tarde  = In the afternoon mi hermano 
mi hermanastra 

participó en la Tomatina = he/she participated in the tomato festival 
sacó fotos de la batalla = he/she took potos of the fight 

A mi modo de ver  estupendo = great 
loco = crazy 

Por la noche = In the evening mi madre 
mi familia 

probó la comida típica = he/she tried typical food 
llevó zapatillas de deporte = he /she wore trainers 

Desde mi punto de vista  asombroso  = amazing 
extraordinario = extraordinary  

Primero = First mi padre 
mi prima  
mi abuela  
el ganador = the 
winner 

lanzó / tiró tomates = he /she threw tomatoes 
 
 
subió el palo jabón para coger el jamón  = climbed the greased pole to get the ham 

A mi juicio   

Luego = Next mis padres y yo 
mi madre y yo 

sacamos fotos = we took photos 
probamos tapas variadas = we tried tapas 

Para mí fue = it was divertido = fun 
asqueroso = disgusting 

Después  = Afterwards mi abuelo y yo 
mi hermano y yo 

participamos en la batalla de tomates = we participated in the tomato fight 
llevamos ropa blanca = we wore white clothes 

Por mi parte  esplendido  = great 
desordenado = messy 

Además = furthermore mi padre y yo 
mi bisabuelo y yo 

tiramos / lanzamos un montón de tomates = we threw loads of tomatoes Creo que  delicioso = delicious  
sabroso = tasty 

En adición = In addition mis padres 
mis abuelos 
mis hermanos 

sacaron fotos de la fiesta = they took photos of the festival 
participaron en la batalla de comida más grande del mundo= they participated in the largest 
food fight in the world 
no llevaron sandalias = they didn’t wear flip flops 

Pienso que  emocionante = exciting 
sucio = dirty 

Finalmente = Finally mis amigos 
mis tíos  

probaron la paella = they tried paella 
tiraron / lazaron muchos tomates = they threw lots of tomatoes 

Me parece que  entretenido = entertaining 
aburrido = boring 

 los camiones = the 
lorries 
los bomberos = 
the firefighters 
los ciudadanos = 
the citizens  
los buñolenses = 
the people from 
Buñol 

descargan tomates = unload tomatoes 
 
limpiaron las calles con mangueras = cleaned the streets with hoses 
 
miraron la batalla desde los balcones = watched the fight from the balconies 
 
aplastaron los tomates antes de tirarlas = squashed the tomatoes before throwing them 
 

En mi opinión   peligroso = dangerous 
fatigoso = tiring 

         



Half-Term  Subject – Dance – Year 8 – Thriller Michael Jackson  
Michael Jacksons style of dance is a fusion of Jazz, hip 
hop, popping and locking. He is well known for his fast 
footwork, floor spins and popularising the moonwalk. 
This unit is all about learning performance skills. 

 

SUBJECT TERMINOLOGY 

Elements of Dance 
 
 

They make up the foundation for every dance style.  
Action, Space, Dynamics, Relationships. 
 

Action 
 

The movement which is performed by the dancer. 

Space Where the dancer moves e.g. pathways, levels, directions, size 
of movements, patterns.  

Dynamics How the dancer moves e.g. fast/slow, smooth/sharp.  

Relationships Who the dancer with and the way they move together e.g. 
lead and follow, mirroring, in formation, complement and 
contrast. 

Movement memory Is remembering the choreography in the correct order. 

Canon When a dance action is performed one after another. 

Unison Is to perform the same movement at the same time.  

Choreography To create your own sequence of movements. 

Performance skills Is being ready to perform in your starting position, not 
fidgeting, giggling, talking during the performance and holding 
your ending position after you have performed. 

Facial Expression Use of the face to show mood, feeling or character. 

Musicality Is being in time with the music. 

Timing Is being in time with other dancers. 

5 KEY DANCE ACTIONS 

JUMP: It is very rare for a dance to be completed all on one level and jumping allows the 
performer to create flight and dynamic movement into the sequence.                                         
TURN: All dances require different types of turns, on different levels and sometimes 
around different axes.                                                                                                                        
TRAVEL: This can involve the stationary movement of body weight from one part of the 
body to another or the travelling movement of a person or group from one area to 
another.                                                                                                                                              
STILLNESS: By holding a specific pose, the performer or group are creating a shape that 
reflects the music or genre of the sequence.                                                                                             
GESTURE: It is when you move a part or the whole of your body but not using your 
weight, e.g. stretching, bending and twisting. 

Thriller – Michael Jackson 
Having already worked with Michael Jackson on the hit Beat It, Michael Peters was hired to 
choreograph the Thriller dance. The zombies' legendary moves were created collaboratively by 
the choreographer and singer. Michael Jackson confessed that the greatest obstacle was 
bringing the living dead to life: “How can you make zombies and monsters dance without it 
looking comical? I teamed up with Michael Peters, and we imagined how zombies move around 
by grimacing in the mirror. I sometimes used to come to rehearsals in monster makeup, and I 
loved doing that.” Jazzy steps, a jerky walk, and abrupt movements mixed with the pro accuracy 
of Michael Jackson, his 18 professional dancers, and 4 pop-lock dancers… Thriller has surprised 
generations and continues to fascinate fans of modern dance. 
 

 
Key features of Jazz dance include:                                               
Isolations: a dancer isolates one specific part of the body, such as the rib cage or wrist.                                          
Grounded movement: dancers keep a low centre of gravity, and often bend their knees.                        
Syncopation: accenting an offbeat or note of the musical accompaniment that surprises the 
audience.                                     
Contractions: motivated by the breath, a dancer will make a C-shape with the core. 

 



What is Parkour? 
The sport originally termed Art du Deplacement, now also often referred to as Parkour or Freerunning, was 
founded in France in the 1980s by a group of nine young men. The term ‘Parkour’ was first introduced in 1998. 
Parkour comes from the French word Parcours meaning ‘route’ or ‘course’.  

Parkour is the primarily non-competitive physical discipline of training to move freely over, under, around and 
through any terrain using only the abilities of the body, principally through running, jumping, climbing and 
quadrupedal (using hands and feet) movement. In practice it focuses on developing the fundamental attributes 
required for such movement, which include functional strength and fitness, balance, spatial awareness, agility, 
coordination, precision, control and creative vision. 

Half-Term 2  Subject – Dance – Year 8 – Parkour  

In this unit of dance, you will develop a piece of 
choreography based on the movements used in 
parkour, that you will rehearse and perform in 
small groups for assessment at the end of the 
half term.  

 

SUBJECT TERMINOLOGY 

Elements of Dance 
 
 

They make up the foundation for every dance style.  
Action, Space, Dynamics, Relationships. 
 

Action 
 

The movement which is performed by the dancer. 

Space Where the dancer moves e.g. pathways, levels, directions, size 
of movements, patterns.  

Dynamics How the dancer moves e.g. fast/slow, smooth/sharp.  

Relationships Who the dancer with and the way they move together e.g. 
lead and follow, mirroring, in formation, complement and 
contrast. 

Movement memory Is remembering the choreography in the correct order. 

Canon When a dance action is performed one after another. 

Unison Is to perform the same movement at the same time.  

Choreography To create your own sequence of movements. 

Performance skills Is being ready to perform in your starting position, not 
fidgeting, giggling, talking during the performance and holding 
your ending position after you have performed. 

PARKOUR MOVEMENTS                                                                                                                                                            
The roll - This is what you’ll need to master if you’re going to take up parkour. When you’re jumping 
between objects you need to know how to land safely. The roll helps to disperse the impact. You should 
aim to roll diagonally using your shoulder so that you’re not rolling on your spine.                                        
Quadrupedal movement - Your basic motion is running on all fours, which helps with coordination and 
conditioning. What’s good about it is you can practise pretty much anywhere, on flat ground or on a 
ledge. It’s about getting your body low to the ground and using both hands and feet.                                           
Balance - Freerunners need to have good balance to do parkour moves successfully. Balance is as much 
about concentration as it is your body movement. The best way to improve is to start small, like walking 
along a curb and building up confidence to walk along a railing or ledge.                                                           
Precision jumping - Parkour involves a lot of jumping between objects, which means you’ve got to 
master the technique of landing in the right spot. If you’re jumping between two rails any slip and you’ll 
be off balance. Practice with two cracks in the pavement and landing in the right spot on the balls of your 
feet, to give yourself most control.                                                                                                                                        
Safety vault - This is using one hand and one leg on an object. It’s simple and anyone can do it. Find a 
ledge that’s low enough for you to put a single hand on and jump up onto it with one leg, usually the 
opposite leg to arm. Practising that motion will build your coordination.                                                                     
Wall running - This is very easy and you don’t have to pretending to be a superhero to practise. Run 
towards a wall and put your foot up on the wall and push off. You can do this in all different directions to 
get you into the next move. As you get more confident you can add in two or three steps along the wall 
before you land back on the ground.                                                                                                                                
Turn vault - The basic move is doing the vault over a handrail, usually in a situation to get down off a 
drop, and turning yourself as you do it. You don’t want to put too much weight on the centre of the turn, 
reach your arms out so you’re spreading your bodyweight and not putting it all on one area.                             
Jump spin - If you get dizzy easily you should start by practising jumping on flat ground with a 90-degree 
turn. In the air, turn your arms and hips and the rest of the body will follow as you land. Build up from 90 
to 720-degree.                                                                                                                                                                          
Bar swing - For this exercise you need to be able to hold your own bodyweight on a bar or ledge. You 
want to build momentum by swinging your feet out and then bringing your knees up as you’re about to 
swing away from the bar. The more you do this the further you can swing and jump from the bar. 

Key Features of Parkour movement that can be used when creating dance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 8                 Subject: Drama               Topic: Drama Skills
Use of Voice 

Tone Does your voice sounds appropriate - perhaps harsh or soft, angry or 
happy? Is it suitable for the character you're playing?

Volume Have you got the loudness or quietness of your character right? 

Pitch Does your character speak with a high or low pitched voice? If you 
were playing a hanging judge, would a squeaky voice sound right?

Pace How quickly do you say your lines? Too fast, and the audience won't 
keep up, too slow and they might get bored. Can you change the pace 
according to what's happening in the play? 

Articulation Have you practiced speaking very, very clearly? It's crucial!

SUBJECT TERMINOLOGY
Still Image A frozen moment in time- shows action and relationships through 

body language, facial expression, levels and space.

Body language How you move/hold your body to show attitude and feelings.
Facial expression How you move/hold your face to show attitude and feelings.

Use of voice How you use your voice in performance to show character.
Rehearse Practice the performance
Character The person you are playing
Blocking Working out the movement in a performance.
Thought 
tracking

What a character is thinking.  Not what they are saying.

Gesture A movement of part of the body, especially a hand or a head, to 
express an idea or meaning.Movement

Dynamics There are moments where tension and atmosphere build, moments 
of activity, stillness, pauses and sections of higher and lower energy.

Body language How you move/ hold your body to show attitude and feelings.

Facial expression How you move/ hold your face to show attitude and feelings.

Emotions How your character moves to show the emotions they are feeling.

Eye contact Do you need to have eye contact with another character or is your 
character shy?

Character The person you are acting.

Posture How your character stands to show their age, confidence, disability, 
etc.

Gesture A movement of part of the body, especially a hand or a head, to 
express an idea or meaning.



Year 8 Subject: Drama Topic:  Ernie’s Incredible Illucinations

Subject Terminology

Dialogue Where two or more people are speaking with each other

Monologue A speech made by just one character.

Prologue A speech made to introduce a play.  It often reveals just enough of the 
story so that the audience is intrigued and encouraged to stay and watch 
the events unfold.

Form Is the way that the story is told, the way the characters play their parts, 
and/or the way the themes are explored.

Sight-read Performing while reading the play without having learned the lines

Accent The distinctive way of pronouncing language so that is it associated with a 
particular place or social class.

Stage Directions An instruction in the play text indicating how the actor should perform. 

Staging The space the play is performed in: proscenium arch, traverse, in the 
round, promenade.

Name of Play Ernie’s Incredible Illucinations
Name of Writer Alan Ayckbourn
Date Play was written The short play, conceived with 

performance by schools in mind, was 
written in 1969 and continues to be 
popular to this day.

Alan Ayckbourn says of the play I tried to write a play which a large 
class of children could perform – a play 
that everyone could take part in. I also 
wanted to write something that would 
draw on the imagination of children 
and cause them possibly to explore 
other ‘Ernie’ situations of their own.”

Alan Ayckbourn’s Ernie’s Incredible Illucinations is a 
bright comedy based on the extraordinary powers 
of Ernie Fraser, a day-dreamer with a difference. 
Like all schoolboys Ernie has a vivid imagination, 
but Ernie’s thoughts have a disturbing habit of 
turning into reality. After a number of 
embarrassing episodes, Ernie’s parents decide to 
consult a doctor, who is sceptical. Several of Ernie’s 
adventures arc acted out for us in flashback, but 
when Ernie fails to produce a Brass Band on 
demand, the doctor diagnoses group hallucination 
and recommends a visit to a specialist. However, 
‘Ernie’s incredible illucinations’ aren’t to be 
dismissed quite so lightly, as you will see…

Audience awareness 
This means, being aware of 
where your audience is 
positioned and making sure your 
drama is presented towards them 
so they can appreciate it. Often 
we encourage actors to face the 
audience (although sometimes it 
can be effective to decide to have 
your back to the audience). 

Flashback 
This is a scene within a scene 
where the action jumps back in 
time and we get to see what 
happened earlier in the story. 
Flashback can be a useful way of 
building tension in a storyline and 
can let the audience know more 
about the characters.

The aim of performing is to ensure 
that the playwright’s intentions can 
be communicated to an audience. 
Knowing what these intentions are 
will help a performer choose how to 
perform. It is a performer’s job to 
interpret and perform a character as 
appropriate to the demands of the 
performance. Creating this character is 
known as characterisation. This has to 
be held or sustained throughout the 
performance.



Half-Term 1    Subject; Year 8 Music       Threshold Concept Link(s) Area of Study:  Texture & melody  
 

TECHNICAL VOCABULARY 
Texture The number of musical parts, how they move and how they are combined. 

Monophonic A single melody line that can be sung or played by several people. 

Homophonic A texture comprising a melody part and an accompaniment. 

Polyphonic Literally meaning ‘Many Sounds’; more than one melody sounding at the same time or entering 
at slightly different times so that the melodies overlap. 

Unison More than one part playing the same melody at the same pitch. 

Fugue A musical form comprising an exposition, middle section and final section.  
The music is contrapuntal. 
 Imitation  

Antiphonal Music performed alternately by two groups which are often physically separated.  

Heterophonic Two or more instruments playing the same melody at the same time, with each embellishing it 
in a slightly different way. 

Counterpoint Literally means ‘tune against tune’. It is the simultaneous combination of two or more melodies w  
independent rhythms. 

 

Questions we can ask look when listening for texture? 
 
 

• How many parts are playing simultaneously? 
 

• Is the texture sparse or dense? 
 

• Does the texture change and, if so, how frequently? 
 

• Are there specific words I can use to describe the texture (for example, polyphonic)? 

 

 

Texture 
Texture describes how layers of sound within a piece of music interact. 

Imagine that a piece of spaghetti is a melody line. One strand of spaghetti by itself is a single melody, as in 
a monophonic texture. Many of these strands interweaving with one another (like spaghetti on a plate) is 
a polyphonic texture. If all of these strands were placed directly on top of each other and all lined up (like 
spaghetti in a packet), they could move together in chords. This would be similar to a homophonic texture. 

A unison texture is when all voices or instruments are singing or playing the same melodic line, so there is no 
harmony. It doesn’t matter which octave the melody is in - it is still a unison texture. An excellent example of 
unison texture is when everyone in a room (adults and children) sing Happy Birthday. Children and adults with 
higher voices will generally choose a higher octave than men with lower voices, but they are all singing the 
same. 

Melody 
A melody is the main tune in any piece of music and can be sung or played by any instrument. Melodies are 
often catchy and repeated. Very short melodic ideas that are repeated are sometimes called riffs. 

Film and TV composers write melodies that become the themes for shows or films, for example the James 
Bond theme or the Match of the Day theme. Some melodies are known as leitmotifs and represent characters 
or themes within films. All of the superheroes in The Avengers films have their own melodies. 
Melodies are a sequence of notes. They use different pitches and rhythms. They usually contain a balance of 
repetition and variety. 

A simple melody will use only notes from the key that a piece is in. A key is a set of notes that work well 
together. 
 



 
 Half-Term 2 November - December 2021   Subject RE   

Threshold Concept Link(s) How do we live a good life?                   
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sexism 
Christianity and the 
roles of men and 
women 
 

 
• Jesus treated women as his equals and had women followers like Martha 

and her sister Mary.   
• The Catholic Church says men and women should have equal roles and equal 

rights because men and women have equal status in the eyes of God.  
However, the Catholic Church teaches that only men can become priests 
because Jesus chose men to be his successors. 

• Many Protestant Churches (e.g. Church of England, Methodist) not only have 
equal roles for men and women, but also have women ministers/priests.   

• Some Evangelical Protestant Churches will not give equal roles to men and 
women because of St Paul’s statements in the Bible  

Islam and the roles 
of men and 
women. 

• Most Muslims believe that men and women are equal in religion and 
education, but that God has given them different roles in life.   

• These attitudes are based on the teachings of the Qur’an and the Hadith. 
• Many Muslims now accept that women can have a career, but believe that 

family commitments come first. 

Race 

Benefits 
of a multi-
ethnic 
society. 

 
• There is likely to be less chance of war because people of different races and nationalitie    

to know and like each other, and probably intermarry. 
• More progress will be made in a multi-ethnic society because new people will bring in n   

and new ways of doing things.  Societies which are cut off and so do not mix with other r   
to be less progressive e.g. Amazonian Indians. 

• Life is more interesting with a much greater variety of food, music, fashion and entertai  
• A multi ethnic-society helps people to see that different races are all part of the human   

we have more in common than we have differences. 

Religion 
The 
benefits of 
a multi-
faith 
society 
 

 
• People can learn about other religions from their friends and neighbours, and this can 

help them to see what religions have in common. 
• People from different religions may practice their religion more seriously (e.g. 

Muslims praying five times a day) and this may make people think about how they 
practice their own religion. 

• People may come to understand why different religions believe what they do, and 
this may make people think more seriously about their own religion and consider why 
they believe what they do. 

• People are likely to become a lot more understanding about each other’s religions 
and realise that everyone is entitled to their own opinion about religion. 

Human Rights and Social Justice 

Why human 
rights are 
important for 
Christians 
and Muslims 
 

 
• The right to life is a basic Christian and Muslim belief because of the belief in the 

sanctity of life. 
• Because everyone is made in the image of God everyone is equal. 

However 
• Many Christians and Muslims are against the right to form civil partnerships and may 

see it acceptable to discriminate against homosexuals by not allowing them some 
blessings. 

• Some Christians and Muslims are against the right to marry someone from another 
faith 

• Some Christians and Muslims are against the right of homosexuals to bring up a family 
• Catholics and some Muslims do not see it as a human right for a woman to become a 

priest/Imam 

 

TECHNICAL VOCABULARY AND QUOTES 
Human Rights the basic freedoms to which all human beings should be 

entitled 

Responsibility a duty to care for, or having control over, something or 
someone. 

Equality the state of being equal, especially in status, rights and 
responsibility 
 Social Justice ensuring that society treats people fairly whether they are poor 
or wealthy and protects human rights 

Freedom of religious expression the right to worship, preach and practice one’s faith in 
whatever way one chooses, within the law 

Freedom of religion the right to believe or practise whatever religion one chooses 

Prejudice unfairly judging someone before the facts are known, holding 
biased opinions about an individual or group 

Discrimination actions or behaviour that result from prejudice 

Racism showing prejudice against someone because of their ethnic 
group or nationality 

Sexism showing prejudice against someone, typically towards women, 
because of their sex. 

Homophobia  showing prejudice against or dislike of gay people. 
 

Positive discrimination treating people more favourably because they have been 
discriminated against in the past. 
  

Year 8 T2Enquiry Question: How should we treat 
each other? 

 



 

 

Half-Term: HT2     Subject: Y8 Art    Threshold Concept Link(s): Develop ideas in response to an artist and through different media. 
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TECHNICAL VOCABULARY 

Response A reaction (to the work 
of an artist) 

Surrealism An Art style where the 
images could never 
happen in real life 

Analyse To examine in detail 

Composition How objects, shapes 
and patterns are 
arranged 

Juxtaposition Placing two contrasting 
items next to each 
other 

Pattern A series of repeated 
shapes 

Review Evaluate 

Reflect Reconsider and modify 

Develop To evolve, grow and 
improve 

Collage The technique of 
sticking paper to 2D 
work 

 

 



Year 8 HT2                       Subject – Food Technology                Threshold Concept Link(s)       Food safety, Health and Safety, food Quality  
 

Practical knowledge DOUGH LO3 (3.1) 
Bread Dough (Carbohydrate-energy) 

• Uses yeast as a raising agent 
• Strong flour to enable bread to rise and 

holds its structure 
• Warm water to activate the yeast 
• Salt to flavour the dough 
• Kneading to activate the gluten to make 

it elastic and create gluten strands 
• Proving the dough in a warm place and 

fermentation will occur  
• Shaping the dough and proving again 
• Baking to seal in the air co2 and steam 

which makes the bread rise 
Enriched dough- Chelsea buns and pastries 

• Fat is rubbed into flour  
• Egg and milk used as well as water 
• This adds moisture 
• Flavour and colour 
• Also lengthens shelf life as fat is a 

preservative and traps in moisture 

Pasta (fresh) (Carbohydrate- energy) 
• Made with strong flour or plain flour 
• Can be made with eggs 
• Dough requires kneading for the gluten 

to become activated 
• Requires resting in the fridge 
• Very short cooking time 
• Dries out very quickly 
• Has a short shelf life 

 
Bought pasta 

• Has a long shelf life 
• Can be gluten free 
• Should be cooked in plenty of boiling 

water 
• Drain as soon as it’s cooked 
• Requires refreshing if not eaten 

immediately 
• Comes in a variety of shapes and 

flavours 
 

TECHNICAL VOCABULARY 
Cross contamination When cooked and raw foods come into contact with each other and spread 

bacteria causing food poisoning 
HACCP Hazard analysis critical control point. Steps taken to avoid food poisoning 

incidents 

Hot holding Food kept warm during service like the school canteen- Temperature 63c 
minimum 

Danger zone The temperature in which bacteria multiply most between 5c- 63c 

Traffic light system A simple and easy way to understand the nutritional value as part of your RDA at 
a glance on the front of packaging 

Saturated fats Fats which come from animals and are not as healthy as unsaturated fats from 
vegetables 

Sodium The amount of salt in the food, this can come from ingredients other than salt 
itself such as cheese, pepperoni 

Calories Calories are the energy which comes from food, some have more than others. 
Fat 9kcal per gram,    Carbohydrates 4kcal per gram,   protein 4kcal per gram 

RDA  Recommended daily allowance of kcal. Average 2000 kcal for women and 
2500kcal for men 

 

Food safety – (HACCP)   LO4 (4.3)                                            Health and safety- Food Quality 

Purchasing  
• Make sure high risk food is from 

reputable supplier 
• Check the use by date 
• Do a visual check, packaging should be 

intact 
• If it’s supposed to be chilled it should 

be in the fridge 5c 
• Frozen food should be -18/-20 

Storage 
• Raw foods separate from cooked 
• Raw meats well covered at the bottom 

of the fridge 
• First in first out rule FIFO use oldest 

product first 
Preparation 

• Use separate boards for raw and 
cooked foods 

• Make sure hands are washed between 
handling raw and cooked foods 

• Keep chilled foods in the fridge until 
they’re required 

Serving- Cooked temperature should be 75c 

To avoid personal harm during preparation 
and cooking 

• Knife safety- Bridge and claw grip 
• Wear an apron to avoid hot spills 

burning  
• No jewellery- gets hot can catch on 

equipment 
• Floor clear and dry 
• Use oven gloves whenever you use the 

oven 
• Pan handles not sticking out 
• Good work flow so minimum moving 

around and less accidents 
Food quality 

• Food should be the same size to cook at 
the same time 

• To be more visually appealing 
• To make portion control easier and 

fairer 
• Correct measurements 
• Correct cooking temperature and times 
• To reduce food waste 

 

 

Function of Packaging  (4.3) 

Protection 
• To prevent the product being damaged 
• Makes it easier to stack in super market 
• Keeps the product together 

 
Preservation 

• Gives it a longer shelf life 
• Stops people touching the food 
• Prevents contamination from other 

foods 
 
Transportation (consider eggs) 

• Foods would not be easily shipped 
without packaging 

• Can transport easily in bulk 
• Keeps food separate and in portions 
• Easier for the shopper to get the food 

home in one piece 

Information  
Food labelling Regulations 2006. 
 

• Use by date- Food is eaten at its 
optimum quality 

• Cooking instructions- so we don’t cause 
illness 

• Storage instructions- food has optimum 
shelf life 

• Manufacturers details- place to 
complain 

• Ingredients list in descending order 
• Allergy advice- Avoid allergic reaction 
• Nutritional content- how healthy it is 
• Weight- make comparison with like 

products 
• Name of food and brief description, so 

you know exactly what you are buying 
 

 

Food Technology  

HT 2 

 



Half-Term 1           KS3 Design and Technology              
 

 Thermoset Plastic Thermoplastic 
These are plastics that once that they are 

heated and moulded cannot be reheated 
and remoulded. The molecules of theses 

plastics are cross linked in three dimensions, 
this is why they cannot be reshaped or 

recycled. 

These plastics can be reheated and reshaped 
in various ways, They become mouldable after 
reheating as they do not undergo significant 
chemical change. Reheating and reshaping 

can be repeated. These can be recycled. 

Urea Formaldehyde 
 

Plug Sockets 

HDPE 
 

Buckets 
and hard 
wearing 

HIPS 
 

Children’s 
Toys 

Melamine Formaldehyde 
 
Used to cover chipboard work 
surfaces 

Expanded polystyrene 
 

Throw away 
cups and 

packaging 

Rigid PVC 
Guttering 

Epoxy Resin 
 

Adhesives 
 

Acrylic (PMMA) 
 

Trophies 

Acetate  
 

Packaging 

Phenol Formaldehyde 
 
Pan handles 

 

PET 
   Drinks bottles 
 
 

Hardwoods Softwoods Manmade Board 

Deciduous trees Coniferous trees Made mainly from coniferous 
trees 

Very unsustainable Sustainable Sustainable 

Contains defects Contains defects Does not contain defects 

Warps Warps Uniform strength 

Very expensive Cheaper than hardwoods Cheapest of the wood groups 

Types of Hardwood Types of Softwood  Types of Manmade Board 

Oak Interior woodwork, 
good quality furniture Pine Cheaper furniture and 

building materials M.D.F Used in building and 
furniture projects 

Mahogany Good quality 
furniture Larch 

Window frames, boat 
planking, floors and 

staircases 
Plywood Made from veneers 

with resin 

Beech Furniture, toys and 
tool handles 

Red 
Cedar 

Decking, outdoor 
furniture, roof shingles 

as it resists weather 
Chipboard 

Covered with a plastic 
laminate used in 

furniture. 

TECHNICAL VOCABULARY 
Storage The action or method of storing something for future use. 

Iterative Design Continuously modelling, developing and improving through a design 
process 

Manufacture To make something using tools and machinery 

Accuracy Being precise in measurements for your designs and manufacturing 

CAD Computer Aided Design – to design an idea using computer software to 
help you. E.g. 2D Design 

CAM Computer Aided Manufacture – to manufacture a product using 
software to program a machine. E.g. using the laser cutter 

Mass Production The manufacture of products in large quantities by machinery and by 
use of techniques such as the assembly line 

One off 
production 

When only one product is made at a time. Every product is different so it 
is labour intensive. 



Half-Term 2  Subject ICT Excel 

Year 8   

 

 

 
 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Presenting information 

 
 

 
 

Bar 
Chart/Column 
chart 

Great for finding most of 
something and comparing 
 

 
Pie Chart Great for seeing what the 

majority is 
 

 
Line chart Show changes over time like 

temperature 
 

 

 

TECHNICAL VOCABULARY 
Data Data is made up of raw facts and figures. It does not have any 

meaning until it is processed and turned into something useful.  
 Information Data that has been process / has meaning 

Excel Using a program called excel you can store and present data in 
different ways 
 Cells One single ‘block’ in Excel is called a Cell 
 

Cell reference Each cell has name called a CELL REFERENCE. We are able to 
work out which cell we are in by its cell reference (e.g. A3), 
which is made up of the column (A) and row number (3). 

  
 

Data type A particular type of data 

Function Words used in Excel to do a particular task. 
 Eg. Sum, Average, max, Min 

Formula Simple calculations e.g. adding two or more numbers together. 
They always stat with equals sign (=) 

Range A collection of cells is called a Range 

 

 
Functions 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Words used in 
Excel to do a 

particular task. 
Eg. Sum, Average, 

max, Min 

 

 

 

 

Formula Simple 
calculations e.g. 
adding two or 
more numbers 
together. They 

always stat with 
equals sign (=) 

 

 

     

 
 

 

Box 1 

Box 2 

Box 4 

Box 3 



      HT 2 – Anatomy and Physiology                                             Subject: Physical Education                                                                    Threshold Concept Link(s):  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Injuries 

Sprains Sprains affect ligaments and commonly occur in the ankle, 
knee and wrist. 

Strains Strains affect muscles and tendons and occur when they get 
overstretched. 

Bruises When tiny blood vessels are damaged as a result of a blow to 
the skin. 

Fractures Fractures are when your bone breaks. This may result from a 
trauma, caused by a fall, twist, blow, or collision. 

RICE 
Rest after being injured. Ice needs to be applied to the injury 
to stop swelling. Compress the injury with a soft bandage. 
Elevate the injury to a level above your heart. 

Adaptations to exercise 
Growth and repair Our body will recover from exercise when we rest 

and will become stronger and more efficient  

Muscular adaptations 
due to exercise 

Muscles will be bigger (Hypertrophy) 
Muscles will be stronger 
Muscles will be able to work for longer without 
getting fatigued (tired) 

Skeletal adaptations 
due to exercise 

Bones will become stronger (denser) 
Joints will become more stable 
Joints will be more flexible (move more) 

Cardiovascular 
adaptations due to 
exercise 

Cardiac Hypertrophy 
Decrease in resting heart rate 
Increased number of red blood cells 

Key Knowledge 

Cardio-Vascular 
System 

Moves blood around the body and to and from the lungs. 
 
Made up of cardiac muscle forming 4 chambers. 
 
Consists of the heart, arteries, veins, capillaries. 

Respiratory 
System 

Breathing in and out. 
 
Oxygen entering the blood via the lungs and Carbon Dioxide leaving the blood via the lungs. 
 
Oxygen is taken from the lungs to the heart and then the heart pumps this oxygenated blood 
around the body 

De-oxygenated 
blood 

Deoxygenated blood refers to the blood that has a low oxygen saturation relative 
to blood leaving the lungs. 

Cardiac muscle Cardiac muscle (also called heart muscle or myocardium) is one of three types of 
vertebrate muscles. 

Oxygenated blood Oxygenated blood refers to the blood that has been exposed to oxygen in the lungs. 

Inspiration 
Expiration  

Inspiration and expiration are two processes involved in respiration. Inspiration is 
the process of taking in of the air and expiration is the breathing out of the air. 
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