
 

 

 

 

 

 

Knowledge Organiser: November 2020 

Year 8 

 
“Wise men and women are always learning, always listening for fresh insights.” 

Proverbs 18:15 (The Message) 
 

 

 

 
Determination     –     Integrity     –     Ambition     –     Humility     –     Compassion 

Student Name: 



Using Your Knowledge Organiser 

Your teachers have worked hard to produce this document for you and have selected the most important knowledge that you will need to know to make good progress in 
their subjects. You should aim to learn all the information in your knowledge organiser off by heart.   

Try out some of the strategies listed here to help you achieve this.  

 

1. Read the knowledge organiser and ensure you understand it. 
Try and make links between the information on it and what 
you already know and do. 
 

2. Look, Cover, Write, Check – the traditional way of learning 
spellings! 
 

3. Create a Mnemonic – Using the first letters of keywords create 
a memorable sentence or phrase. 
 

4. Create an acronym – using the first letters of keywords to 
create a word to prompt you to remember all of the 
information. 
 

5. Write it out in full on a blank version of the same format. 
 

6. Write it out in note form, reducing it to key ideas or words. Try 
the same format but a smaller piece of paper. 

 
7. Recreate the knowledge organiser as a series of images and 

words 
 

 

 

8. Write a set of test questions for yourself using the organiser.  
• Answer these without the organiser the next day.  
• Swap your questions with a friend to increase 

challenge.  
• Turn your questions in to a game by putting them 

on cards and playing with friends. 
 

9. Chunk the knowledge into smaller bitesize sections of around 
5 pieces of information. Concentrate on mastering a chunk 
before you start on the next. 
 

10. Try to make connections between the information and people 
you know. E.g. Visualise yourself trying these strategies with a 
specific teaching group. 
 

11. Talk about the information on the knowledge organiser with 
another person. Teaching someone else about it helps us learn 
it. 

 
12. Say the information out loud – rehearse it like learning lines 

for a play, or sing it as if you are in a musical!  

 



5.  Structural Features 

Term Definition 

Openings Where writers establish characters and events.  

Pace The feeling of speed within a text. 

Temporal references References of time. Used to speed up or slow down a story. 

Sentence Structures 
Simple, compound and complex. These help to change the fluency/ 

speed of a text.  

Zooming in  Focusing on small details/ moving closer. 

Zooming out Gaining a wider picture of the action/ at a greater distance. 

Shift Changes in ideas and perspectives.  

Focus The centre of interest / main idea of a paragraph or story.  

Withholding information Clues and hints are given without revealing everything at once.  

Dialogue Speech between characters can add to the pace/ meaning.  

4.  Genre Conventions 

Term Definition 

Outsider Someone who has a clear difference to the other characters. 

Death Either of the main character or innocent characters. 

Damsel Often of a young woman who is in distress/ needs rescuing. 

Fear Usually of the unknown or of the ‘outsider’.  

Revenge  This is usually undertaken by the ‘outsider’ or on guilty characters. 

Evil  Shown by the antagonist or a hidden evil inside a protagonist. 

Mystery  Unexplained events or actions. 

Supernatural Ghosts, monsters or creatures. 

Darkness Symbolised through evil or events happening at night or twilight. 

Isolation  Usually isolated settings (abandoned castles, graveyards etc.).  

Year 8 — English Gothic Literature (The Woman in Black) 

1. Technical Vocabulary 

Term Definition 

Protagonist The main character. 

Antagonist The villain. 

First-person 
narrator 

Tells the story from the main character’s perspective. 

Gothic Fiction Created narratives which use the conventions of Gothic Literature. 

Convention A typical feature or theme that appears in examples of the genre. 

Symbol A person, object or place used to represent a wide, deeper meaning. 

Pathetic fallacy The weather reflects the emotions of the characters. 

Isolation Loneliness, a lack or absence of other characters. 

Suspense Being worried, excited or uncertain about a situation. 

Supernatural Events or beings that cannot be explained by science. 

3.  Evaluative Vocabulary 

Clearly  Successfully Effectively Typically Extremely Immediately 

Essentially  Subtly Strongly Cleverly  Convincingly  Particularly 

2.  Key Themes 

Isolation 

Set in the middle of nowhere, and near a remote coastal town, Eel Marsh House is 
separated from both the town and the rest of the world by the fogs and bogs of its tidal 
causeway. This sense of extreme isolation adds to the feeling of melancholy and 
despair. Arthur is also isolated by the thoughts of his horrific past. 

Revenge 

Jennet Humfrye commits her hauntings after death, each time causing the death of a 
child. She does so in revenge for the death of her own son Nathaniel. Even though his 
death was an accident, Jennet’s anger at not being allowed to raise her child herself 
causes her to take revenge on other people’s children. 

Mental 
Illness 

Witnessing her son’s death, drives Jennet to both mental and physical sickness. Mental 
illness in the sense that she longs for revenge and becomes obsessed with others 
suffering the same pain as her (even after death). 



Half-Term 2  Subject: Maths Y8        Threshold Concept Link(s) Sequences and Probability  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sequences 

A sequence is a list of numbers in order, calculated by a 
rule or pattern. They can also be represented by 
pictures. 
 
 
 
 

Arithmetic Sequences 
Go up the same amount each time. 
5,    9,    13,    17,     21,   ____, ____, ____. 
 
The common difference is 4. If we had the 4 times table we would 
have 4, 8, 12, 16… Therefore, we need to add 1 each extra each time.  
The nth term would be 4n + 1.   
To find the 100th term substitute n with 100. 

Quadratic Sequences 
In a quadratic sequence difference between the terms changes. 
 
    3,    6,   11,    18,    27, ____,  ____ 
 
 
 
The second difference is constant so we know it is quadratic. The 
coefficient of 𝑛𝑛2 is half of the second difference. So here it is 1. The 
square numbers are 1, 4, 9, 16, 25. So we need to add an extra 2 
each time. The nth term is 𝑛𝑛2 + 2. 

Fibonacci Sequence 
A special type of sequence where the last two terms are added 
together to make the current term. 
1,    1,     2,    3,    5,    8,  ____, ____, ____ 
 
Geometric Sequence 
The first term (a) is multiplied by a constant (r).    
nth term= 𝑎𝑎𝑟𝑟𝑛𝑛    
 
Example  1,   2,   4,   8,   16, ____, ____,       nth term = 2𝑛𝑛   

Probability 

Probability can be written as a fraction, decimal or as a %. 
We can represent the chance of something happening on a 
number line. Where 1 is certain and 0 is never. 

Venn Diagrams can represent a sample. To work out the probability 

A standard dice roll has 6 outcomes; 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6. The 
probability of rolling any of these numbers is 1 divided by the 
total amount of outcomes. So the probability is 1

6
. 

 
 

Tree diagrams allow us to see all the possible outcomes of an 
event and calculate their probability.  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

1 0 

To find the probability 
of a coin landing on 
heads twice in a row, 
multiply the probability 
of both outcomes: 

0.5 x 0.5 = 0.25  

If the results 
of 2 dice are 
added the 
possible 
outcomes 
are: 

We need to know the 
total. 9+15+7+12 =43. 

Probability of some 
doing only music is 7

43
 

Drama = 9+15
43

= 24
43

 

7 is the most common 
because we can make it 6 
different ways. 

There are 36 possible 
outcomes so each one is 1

36
. 

Because there are more than 
one option for a 7 we add 
these up 

Sequences Technical Vocab 

Common difference The difference between each term of an arithmetic sequence 

Common ratio The multiplier between each term of a geometric sequence (ie 2, 6, 18, the ratio is 3.) 

Arithmetic A sequence where each term increases/decreases by the same amount each time. 

Geometric A sequence where each term is multiplied by the same value to find the next. 

Term A number in a sequence (the fourth term is denoted by n = 4) 

Quadratic A sequence with a square term (ie x2  + 5x + 2)  

nth term A rule for working out any term of a sequence. 
 

4 4 4 4 

3     5        7         9 

2      2       2 

These are Triangular Numbers, can you continue the pattern? 



Half-Term 2           Subject: Year 8 Science    Threshold Concept Link(s): Energy and Waves  
  

Waves Topic key words 

10. Electromagnetic 
spectrum 

A continuous range of different waves, with 
different properties. 

11. Visible light The part of the EM spectrum containing light that 
our eyes can detect. 

12. Transverse 
wave 

A wave in which oscillations are perpendicular to 
the direction of energy transfer. 

13. Longitudinal 
wave 

A wave in which oscillations are parallel to the 
direction of energy transfer. 

14.  Ultrasound Sound waves above 20kHz that can be used for 
cleaning scientific instruments and physiotherapy. 

15. Compression Region of high pressure in a sound wave. 
16. Rarefaction Region of low pressure in a sound wave. 

17. Ultra-violet Shorter wavelength radiation. Part of the EM 
spectrum our eyes cannot detect. 

18. Infra-red Longer wavelength radiation. Part of the EM 
spectrum our eyes cannot detect. 

 

Question key words 

19. Define State the precise meaning of an idea or concept. 

20. Evaluate use the information supplied, as well as their knowledge and 
understanding, to consider evidence for and against. 

21. Explain State the reasons for something happening. 

22. Predict Give a plausible outcome. 

23. Identify Name or otherwise characterise. 

24. Estimate Assign an approximate value. 

25. Compare describe the similarities and/or differences between the two 
items. 

26. Justify Use evidence from the information supplied to support an 
answer. 

27. Calculate Work out the value of something. 
 

Energy Topic Key Words 
1. Work The amount of work done is a measure of the amount of energy 

transferred, measured in Joules (J). 

2. Machine A simple machine can reduce the force required to do a job, or it can 
increase the distance something moves when a force is applied. 

3. Lever A lever is a simple machine that acts as a force multiplier. 
4. Pulley A pulley is a simple machine that changes the direction of a force. 
5. Temperature A measure of how hot a substance is, measured in degrees Celsius (oC) 
6. Thermal 

Energy Store 
The energy store of an object that can be increased by heating. 
Measured in Joules (J). 

7. Conduction The mechanism by which thermal energy can transfer through a 
substance; by the vibrations and collisions of particles. 

8. Convection The mechanisms by which thermal energy can transfer in a liquid or 
gas; by changes in density caused by the heat. 

9. Radiation 
The mechanism by which energy can be transferred without particles, 
using electromagnetic waves. This is how energy from the sun reaches 
the Earth. 

 



Half-Term 2     HISTORY – Political Reform   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

KEY PEOPLE 

LORD GREY Prime Minister that introduced the Great Reform Act 

EARL OF DERBY Prime Minister that introduced the Electoral reform 
Acts 

FEARGUS 
O’CONNOR Leader of the Chartist Movement 

EMMELINE 
PANKHURST Leader of the Suffragette Movement, WSPU 

SYLVIA 
PANKHURST Extreme campaigner for WSPU, Emmeline’s daughter 

CHRISTABEL 
PANKHURST 

Directed the militant actions of the WSPU, Emmeline’s 
daughter 

EMILY DAVISON Killed by the Kings horse at the Derby in 1913 

MILLICENT 
FAWCETT Founder of the Suffragist Movement, NUWSS 

DAVID LLOYD-
GEORGE 

Prime Minister in 1918 when women were given the 
vote 

 

TECHNICAL VOCABULARY 

ROTTEN 
BOROUGH 

An area that could elect several MPs even though there were 
very few voters 

CHARTISTS Political reformers who wanted better social and industrial 
conditions for workers 

SUFFRAGETTES Militant movement that was working for votes for women 

REFORM Making changes, to laws in this case 

ELECTORAL Anything to do with the voting system 

SUFFRAGISTS Peaceful movement that was working for votes for women 

SOCIAL REFORMS Changes to people’s living and working conditions 

MILITANT People who are prepared to take extreme actions in support of 
their cause 

WSPU Women’s Social and Political Union. Founded 1903. Motto was 
“Deeds not words” 

NUWSS National Union of Women’s Suffrage Societies. Founded 1897. 
Peaceful protests, letter writing etc. 

 

TIMELINE 
1832 GREAT REFORM ACT – reorganised the electoral areas to get rid of rotten 

boroughs 
1837 Queen Victoria becomes queen of England 
1867 ELECTORAL REFORM ACT – gave working men the vote if they owned land 

worth £10 a year or paid £10 rent a year 
1870 MARRIED WOMEN’S PROPERTY ACT – women no longer had to hand over 

all of their property and belongings to their husband when they married 
1901 Death of Queen Victoria 
1913 CAT AND MOUSE ACT – hunger strikers in prison were released until they 

were well enough to be returned to prison 
1914 First World War begins 
1918 REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE ACT – women over the age of 30 and 

who owned property were given the vote, all men over 21 were given the 
vote 

1928 EQUAL FRANCHISE ACT - All women over 21 years given the vote 
 

Source A  
  

 

 

 

  
 Source B 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“How useful is the source to an historian studying….” 

 

A – The Source is useful because it shows…  

P – For example it says/I can see…  

E – This is therefore useful to an historian because 
it tells us….  

 

A – The provenance (date/author/type of 
source/location) is useful because…  

P – For example….  

E – This is makes the source even more useful 
  

“How convincing is the interpretation about….” 

This question is asking how believable is the content of what the source says. 
You need to support your answer with lots of your own knowledge to either 
prove it correct or disprove it.  

 

A – The Source is/is not convincing because it says…  

P – For example it says/I can see…  

E – This is therefore convincing/not convincing because I know that…  

 

A – The Source is/is not convincing because it says…  

P – For example it says/I can see…  

E – This is therefore convincing/not convincing because I know that because…  

“Describe two ways that…”  

 

One way in which…  

This was because…  

Another way in which…  

This was because…  

 

 

Factor Question  

Introduction: Say what you are going to talk about in the essay. In this essay I will discuss…  

Paragraph 1: Talk about the factor in the question. E.g.  

Violence helped women to get the vote because … 

Paragraph 2: Think of another factor of your choice that is related to the question. E.g. Another factor that led to women getting 
the vote was….  

Paragraph 3: Think of another factor of your choice that is related to the question. E.g. Another factor that led to the women 
getting the vote was….  

Conclusion: Explain which factor you think overall caused the biggest change/development. and explain why! 

 

History sentence starters! 



Half-Term _HT2____________________  Subject: Geography  Threshold Concept Link(s) _____________________   
 

 

 

  

 

Technical Vocabulary 
Weather is the current conditions of the atmosphere e.g. 
rainy, sunny, windy. 
Climate is the long-term average conditions of the 
atmosphere e.g. Warm in August. 
Air Pressure is how heavy the air is, measured in Millibars.  
Barometer is an instrument used to measure air pressure.  

Evaporation happens when a liquid heats up and turns 
into a gas.  
Condensation happens when a gas cools and turns into a 
liquid.  
Precipitation is anything water based that falls from the 
sky eg. rain, sleet, hail or snow.  
Relief is the height and shape of the land 

 

Climate Zones of the World 

Polar- very cold and dry 
all year  
Temperate- cold winters 
and mild summers 

 
Arid- dry, hot all year 

 Tropical - hot and wet all 
year 

 

Mediterranean - mild 
winters, dry hot summers  

 

Mountains/Tundra - very 
cold all year 

 
 

Formation of a Tropical Storm 



Half-Term 2  Subject French 8/9 Me, my family and friends  Threshold Concept Link(s): Describing and identifying people including myself 

 
Week 1                

 

Week 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

CONNECTIVE 
 

TIME PHRASE VERB ADJECTIVE 

parce que = 
because 
 
 
 
 

toujours = always Je suis = I am drôle = funny 

car = because 
 

presque toujours = almost always Tu es = you are amusant(e) = fun 

 normalement = normally Il/elle est = he/she 
is 

mur(e) = mature 

 
 

souvent = often Nous sommes = we 
are 

gentil(le) = caring 

puisque 
= suince 
 

en général = generally Vous êtes = you 
(plural) are 

sympa = kind 

 d’habitude = generally Ils/elles sont= they 
are 

désagréable = unpleasant 

 quelquefois = sometimes  ennuyeux(se) = boring 

 parfois = sometimes  ambitieux(se) = ambitious 

 rarement = rarely  modeste = modest 

 de temps en temps = from time to 
time 

 méchant(e) = naughty 

 presque jamais = almost never  sincère = sincere 

 jamais = never  embêtant(e) = annoying 

   parresseux(se) = lazy 

   triste = sad 

   fidèle = loyal 

   fort(e) = strong 

   heureux(se) = happy 
 

   bavard(e) = chatty 
 

   égoïste = selfish 
 

 

OPINION NOUN 

J’adore = I love mon père = my dad 

J’apprécie = I love ma mère = my mum 

 mes parents= my parents 

 mon frère = my brother 

J’aime beaucoup = I really like ma sœur = my sister 

J’aime = I like mon grand-père = my granddad 

 ma grand-mère = my grandma 

Ça m’est égal = I don’t care about mon oncle = my uncle 

 ma tante = my aunt 

Je n’aime pas = I don’t like mon neveu = my nephew 

Je n’aime pas du tout = I really don’t like ma nièce = my niece 

 mon cousin = my cousin (m) 

 ma cousine = my cousin (f) 

Je déteste = I hate mon beau-père = my stepdad 

 ma belle-mère = my step mum 

 ma belle-sœur = my stepsister  

Je m’entends bien avec = I get on with mon petit-ami = my boyfriend 

Je ne m’entends pas avec = I don’t get on 
with 

mon beau-frère = my 
stepbrother 

Je ne supporte pas = I can’t bear  

  

 

 



Week 3                       Week 4 

  

Time phrase VERB  

toujours = always nous nous disputons = we 
argue 

demasiado = too 
much 

presque toujours = almost 
always 

nous nous battons = we 
fight 

mucho = a lot 

normalement = normally nous parlons = we speak juntos  = together 

souvent = often nous mangeons = we eat un poco  = a bit 

en général = generally nous sortons = we go out en casa = at home 

généralement = generally nous passons beaucoup de 
temps ensemble=  

we spend a lot of 
time together 

quelquefois = sometimes il/elle m’énerve =  he/she (they)  
annoys me 

parfois = sometimes il/elle me dérange =  he/she (they)  
annoys me 

rarement = rarely il s’occupe de moi =  he /she (they) 
looks after me 

de temps en temps = from 
time to time 

Nous nous battons comme 
chien et chat 

we fight like cat 
and dog 

ne… presque jamais = almost 
never 

Nous nous entendons  = we 
get on 

bien = well 
mal = badly 

ne… jamais = never   

 

 

VERB NOUN ADJECTIVE 

J’ai = I have 
Tu es = you have 
Il/elle est = he / she has 
Nous avons = we have 
Vous avez = you (plural) have 
Ils/elles ont = they have 

 
les yeux = eyes 

marron = brown 
bleu(e) = blue 
vert(e) = green 
gris(e) = grey 

    
 

 
les cheveux = hair 

blonds = blond 
châtains = brown 
bruns = dark brown 
roux = ginger 
longs = long 
courts = short 
 

  raides = straight 
ondulés = wavy 
bouclés = curly 
    Je suis = I am 

Tu es = you are 
Il est = he / she is 
Nous sommes = we are 
Vous êtes = you (plural) are 
Ils/elles sont = they are 
 

un peu = a bit 
assez = quite 
très = very 

grand(e) = tall 
petit(e) = short 
mince = slim 
gros(se) = fat 
grand(e) = big 
petit(e) = small 
beau (belle) = good looking 
laid(e) = ugly 
chauve = bald 
jeune = young 
vieux (vieille) = old 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.123rf.com/stock-photo/big_family_cartoon.html&psig=AOvVaw3h_DLl-3XBwmFXqQkmL_fM&ust=1588096470410000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCIiQwcmWiekCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


Half-Term 2 Subject Spanish Y8   La fiesta de San Fermín  Threshold Concept Link(s): Giving opinions, describing past events 

¿Qué opinas de la  Fiesta de san Fermín? Describe una visita a la fiesta. 
Week 1 

Week 2 

Opinions Verb Noun Connective + verb = Adjective 
Me fastidia (n) = I get annoyed ir a = to go to la fiesta de San Fermín = to the San Fermin festival 

a los sanfermines en Pamplona =  to the San Fermin festival 
una verbena = an open air dance 

because it is agradable = pleasant 
desagradable = unpleasant 

Me fascina (n) = It fascinates me visitar = to visit el encierro = the bull run 
la plaza de toros = the bull ring 

porque es guay = cool 
extraño = strange 

Me divierto – I have fun ver = to see los fuegos artificiales = fireworks 
el chupinazo = the start of the festival 
los cabezudos = the carnival figures with large heads 

dado que es estupendo = great 
loco = crazy 
desordenado = messy 

Me decepciona – It disappoints me asistir a = to attend la fiesta = the festival 
la corrida de toros = the bull fight 

ya que es asombroso  = amazing 
extraordinario = extraordinary  

Me da igual – I’m not bothered about sacar fotos de = to take photos of los desfiles = the parades 
las procesiones religiosas = religious processions 

puesto que es divertido = fun 
asqueroso = disgusting 

Me disfruto de = I enjoy participar en = to participate in  
tomar parte en =  to take part in 

la música y el baile = the music and the dancing aunque es =  esplendido  = great 
diferente = different 

Vale la pena – it’s worth while tirar = to throw harina y huevos = flour and eggs although it is interesante = interesting 
Estoy harto de – I’m fed up of comer = to eat  

beber = to drink 
comida típica  =  typical food  
miles de botellas de champán = 1000s of bottles of champagne 

 emocionante = exciting 
sucio = dirty 

Estoy a favor de – I am in favour of celebrar = to celebrate 
cantar y bailar = to sing and dance 

el comienzo de las fiestas = the start of the festival 
jotas = typical San Fermin songs 

 entretenido = entertaining 
aburrido = boring 

Estoy en contra de – I am against vestirse= wear  
correr = to run 

de blanco y rojo =  white and red  
delante de los toros por la calle = in front of the bulls through the 
street 

 peligroso = dangerous 
fatigoso = tiring 

Time expression Verb (IR = to go) Nouns Connective Adjective 
Ayer = Yesterday Fui  = I went a ver La fiesta de San Fermín = to see the San Fermin festival 

a ver la fiesta en Pamplona= to see the festival in Pamplona 
me gustó porque fue  =  
I liked it because it was 

agradable = pleasant 
desagradable = unpleasant 

El año pasado = Last year Fuiste  = You went (s) a ver los fuegos artificiales = to see the fireworks 
a ver el chupinazo = to see the start of the festival 

me encantó porque fue =   
I loved it because it was 

guay = cool 
extraño = strange 

Hace dos años = 2 years ago Fue  = He / she went a ver el encierro = to see the bull run 
a ver los toros = to see the bulls 

me chifló porque fue  =   
I loved it because it was 

estupendo = great 
loco = crazy 

La semana pasada = Last week Fuimos  = We went a ver la corrida de toros = to see the bull fight 
a ver una feria = to see a fair 

me moló porque fue  =  
I loved it because it was 

asombroso  = amazing 
extraordinario = extraordinary  

El fin de semana pasado = 
Last weekend   

Fuisteis  = You went (p) a ver los desfiles = to see the parades 
a ver las procesiones = to see the processions 

 divertido = fun 
asqueroso = disgusting 

El primer día = the first day Fueron = They went a ver la música y el baile = to see the music and dancing  esplendido  = great 
desordenado = messy 

Más tarde = later  a ver la celebración = to see the celebration 
a ver una verbena = to see an open air dance 

 diferente = different 
interesante = interesting 

El último día = the last day  a ver las actuaciones en las calles = to watch some performances in the street no me divertí porque fue =  
I didn’t have fun because it was 

emocionante = exciting 
sucio = dirty 

  a ver los conciertos gratuitos por las noches = to watch free concerts in the 
evenings 

no me gustó porque fue  =  
I didn’t like it because it was 

entretenido = entertaining 
aburrido = boring 

  a ver los gigantes = to see the giants  peligroso = dangerous 
fatigoso = tiring 

 



 Week 3 and 4 

 

 

Time phrase Noun  Activity In my opinion Verb Adjective 
Por la mañana = In the morning (yo) I participé en the bull run = I participated in the bull run 

probé paella = I tried paella 
saqué fotos = I took photos 
llevé un pañuelo rojo   = I wore a red scarf 
vi las actuaciones en las calles = I watched some performances in the street 
celebré con mis amigos = celebrated with my friends 

A mi parecer   agradable = pleasant 
desagradable = unpleasant 
guay = cool 
extraño = strange 
famoso = famous 

Por la tarde  = In the afternoon mi hermano 
mi hermanastra 

participó en los concursos = he/she participated in the competitions 
sacó fotos de los toros = he/she took photos of the bulls 

A mi modo de 
ver 

 estupendo = great 
loco = crazy 

Por la noche = In the evening mi madre 
mi familia 
mi padre 
mi prima  

probó la comida típica = he/she tried typical food 
llevó una boina roja  = he /she wore a red beret 
fue al ayuntamiento = went to the town hall 
corrió delante de los toros en el encierro = he /she ran in front of the bulls in the bull run 
celebró en la fiesta = celebrated at the festival 

Desde mi punto 
de vista 

 asombroso  = amazing 
extraordinario = extraordinary  

Primero = First la gente = the people 
 

brindó  con champán = toasted with champagne 
 

A mi juicio  agresivo = aggressive  

Luego = Next mis padres y yo 
mi madre y yo 

sacamos fotos de las procesiones= we took photos of the processions  
probamos tapas variadas = we tried tapas 

Para mí fue = it was divertido = fun 
asqueroso = disgusting 

Después  = Afterwards mi abuelo y yo 
mi hermano y yo 

participamos  en la fiesta= we participated in the festival 
nos vestimos de blanco y rojo = we wore white and red 
fuimos al ayuntamiento = we went to the town hall 
vimos el chupinazo = we saw the start of the festival 

Por mi parte  esplendido  = great 
desordenado = messy 

Además = furthermore mi padre y yo 
mi bisabuelo y yo 

tiramos harina y huevos = we threw flour and eggs 
llevamos boinas y pañuleos = rojos = we wore red berets and scarves 

Creo que  delicioso = delicious  
sabroso = tasty 

En adición = In addition mis padres 
mis abuelos 
mis hermanos 

sacaron fotos de la fiesta = they took photos of the festival 
participaron en la corrida de toros = they participated in the bull fight 
llevaron un periódico  = they carried a newspaper 

Pienso que  emocionante = exciting 
popular = popular 

Finalmente = Finally mis amigos 
mis tíos  

probaron la paella = they tried paella 
vieron una corrida de toros en la plaza de toros= they saw a bull fight in the bull ring 
celebraron en la verbena = they celebrated in the open air dance 

Me parece que  entretenido = entertaining 
aburrido = boring 

 los chavales = the young people 
miles de jóvenes = thousands of 
young people 
muchas personas = lots of people  
los cabezudos = the carnival 
figures with big heads 

corrieron delante de los toros = ran in front of the bulls 
arriesgaron sus vidas = risked their lives 
 
tiraron harina y huevos = threw flour and eggs 
pegaron a los niños = hit the children 
 

En mi opinión   peligroso = dangerous 
fatigoso = tiring 

          



Origins and Early History 

The dance has always been with us, even before the arrival of written language and modern 
history, when our earliest cultures evolved utilizing oral and performance methods to pass 
the stories from one generation to the next. Many historians believe that social, celebratory 
and ritual dances are one of the essential factors of the development of early human 
civilizations. 

The earliest findings have pinpointed the origins of ancient dances in 9000-year-old India or 
5300-year-old Egypt, but the records more common infusion of dance into a modern culture 
can be found from Ancient Greece, China, and India. All these old dances evolved, eventually 
morphing into a wide variety of Roman and European medieval dances, traditional Chinese 
dances, Hindi and other traditional dances, respectively. 

After the arrival of European Renaissance, the history of music and dance exploded with the 
new additions to song and dance. Ease of travel and immigration to the new world brought 
these dances into the mix with many native cultures of the New World, forging countless 
new dance types that are still popular to this day. 

 

Half-Term- 2   Subject- Dance- Year 8- Choreography  Threshold Concept Links-    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

To understand the key styles of dance. 

TECHNICAL VOCABULARY 
Choreography A sequence of movements and steps in a dance. 

 Stimulus Something that inspires an idea for a dance piece. E.g poem, song etc 

Motif A simple movement that starts a dance phrase and has potential to be 
developed. 
 Development You would use different choreographic methods to develop your motif 
to create a dance sequence. 
 Rehearse Practice the performance. 

Improvisation When you spontaneously create movement without having any 
structure. 

Projection Is the energy and power of the dancers performance and the way it 
communicates with an audience. 

Focus Is how and where the dancer is looking when doing certain 
movements. 

Spatial awareness Knowing where you are in the space and people/objects you are 
dancing with. 

Facial Expression How you move/hold your face to show emotion. 

Unison When two or more dancers perform the same movement at the same 
time. 

Canon When two or more dancers perform a movement one after another. 

Dynamics The speed and intensity the movement is performed. E.g fast/slow, 
smooth/sharp.  

Styles of Dance  

Musical Theatre Is a theatrical performance which combines dancing, acting and 
singing. It is mostly performed in theatres.  

Street Dance Is a style of dance that evolved outside dance studios and started 
with break dancing but has evolved to many different styles. 

Ballet Is a graceful dance originally performed to classical music. It is an 
artistic form of dance and is used to tell a story.  

Contemporary Contemporary Dance is a style of expressive dance that combines 
other dance styles such as jazz, ballet in a fluid motion. 

Facts about Dancing 

• Dancing is very beneficial to your health. It lowers the chances for 
heart and blood vessel diseases, improves posture and weight, 
reduces stress and tension, improve brain function because of 
constant presence of music, and can improve relationship between 
dance partners. 

• Professional dances are today regarded as athletes. 

• Origin of tap-dancing comes from the tribal dances of African slaves. 
Their arrival in North America introduced that dance to the western 
audiences. 

• African slaves that were brought in Brazil 300-400 years ago were 
prohibited from practicing martial arts. Therefore, they developed 
the mix of dancing and fighting that is known today as capoeira. 

http://www.dancefacts.net/dance-history/history-of-dance/
http://www.dancefacts.net/dance-types/types-of-dances/
http://www.dancefacts.net/facts-about-dance/dance-health-benefits/


Half-Term 1    Subject;  Music Y8         Threshold Concept Link(s) Area of Study; Rhythm & Metre 2 
  

 

TECHNICAL VOCABULARY 
Semibreve A semibreve is 4 beats in duration 

Minim A minim is 2 beats in duration 

Crotchet A crotchet is 1 beat in duration 

Quaver A quaver is ½ a beat in duration 

Semiquaver A semiquaver is ¼ a beat in duration 

Semibreve Rest A semibreve rest is a break in the music that is 4 beats in duration 

Minim Rest A minim rest is a break in the music that is 2 beats in duration 

Crotchet Rest A crotchet rest is a break in the music that is 1 beat in duration 

Quaver Rest A quaver rest is a break in the music that is ½ a beat in duration 

Semiquaver Rest A semiquaver rest is a break in the music that is ¼ a beat in duration 

Time Signature A time signature tells you how many beats are in a bar, and how the beat is measured 

 

Musical Maths 

 

Rhythm Pattern Exercise 
Complete the rhythm on the stave below in pencil to match the words, using the key above. 

 

Note Values 

 

 

 

 

A semibreve = 4 whole beats 

 

A minim = 2 whole beats 

 

A crotchet = 1 whole beat 

 

A quaver = ½ a beat 

 

A semiquaver = ¼ a beat 

 

 
A semibreve rest = 4 whole beats 

 

A minim rest = 2 whole beats 

 

A crotchet rest = 1 whole beat 

 

A quaver rest = ½ a beat 

 

A semiquaver rest = ¼ a beat 

Helpful Rhythm Patterns 

 

      Le – mo – nade,               Co – ca co – la,                 Co – ffee,                         Tea 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 List two causes of war • Land  
• Protecting someone who has been 

attacked 
2 List two effects of war • People are forced out of their homes 

• Hospitals and schools are damaged 
3 List two conditions for a just war • Has to be called by a proper authority 

• Has to be fought using accepted 
weapons 

4 List two ways a war can be fought in a just way. • Innocent civilians are protected 
• It is fought in a way that doesn’t use 

weapons of mass destruction 
5 List two conditions for lesser jihad • It starts for a good reason 

• The war aims to restore peace 
6 List two conditions for how lesser jihad can be 

fought 
• Enemies have to be treated with justice 
• Innocent people should not be killed 

7 List two non-combatant (non-fighting) jobs a 
pacifist my do. 

• Fireman,  
• doctor 

8 What is a Bible verse that might support going 
to war? 

Exodus 15 

9 What is a Bible verse that speaks against war? Matthew 5 

10 Name two organisations who work to being 
about peace. 

• CAFOD (Catholic Agency for Overseas 
Development 

• Quakers 
 

Yr 8 T2 Peace and Conflict 

TECHNICAL VOCABULARY AND QUOTES 

War A state of armed conflict between different 
countries or groups 

Conflict A serious disagreement or argument 

Holy war A war started for religious reasons 

Jihad To struggle 

Refugees A person who has been forced to leave their 
country in order to escape harm. 

Asylum Seekers A person who has left their country as a refugee 
and is seeking safety 

WMD Weapons of Mass Destruction eg, nuclear weapons 

Reconciliation The restoration of friendly relations 

Quakers (Society of Friends) Members of a Christian movement founded by 
George Fox. 

Pacifists The belief that war and violence are wrong and 
that conflicts should be resolved peacefully 
  

Exodus Chapter 15 

 

The LORD is my strength, the reason for my song because he has 
saved me…..With the tremendous force of your right arm, our 
LORD, you crushed your enemies. 

 

Micah Chapter 4  

“They will beat their swords and their spears into rakes and 
shovels; they will never again make war or attack one another.” 

 

Matthew chapter 5  

You have heard people say ‘Love your neighbours and hate your 
enemies.’  But I tell you to love your enemies and pray for anyone 
who ill-treats you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The Spirit of Christ which leads us into all Truth will never move 
us to fight and war against any man with outward weapons, 

neither for the Kingdom of Christ nor for the kingdoms of this 
world.” 

Quaker Peace Testimony 1660 

Watch and make notes: 

 

1. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HwpzzAefx9M – rules of war 
2. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dG8qrqCDOmU – effects of war 
3. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qcvX2qfdHkA – What is a just war 
4. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AmcCrq6fIr0 – lesser jihad 
5. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qm56GeaBazY&t=36s – Quakers and 

pacifism 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HwpzzAefx9M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dG8qrqCDOmU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qcvX2qfdHkA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AmcCrq6fIr0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qm56GeaBazY&t=36s


 

 

Half-Term: HT2     Subject: Y8 Art    Threshold Concept Link(s): Develop ideas in response to an artist and through different media. 

Georgia Fiennes        Copy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      
                

 

 

 

  Response 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                

TECHNICAL VOCABULARY 

Response A reaction (to the work 
of an artist) 

Surrealism An Art style where the 
images could never 
happen in real life 

Analyse To examine in detail 

Composition How objects, shapes 
and patterns are 
arranged 

Juxtaposition Placing two contrasting 
items next to each 
other 

Pattern A series of repeated 
shapes 

Review Evaluate 

Reflect Reconsider and modify 

Develop To evolve, grow and 
improve 

Collage The technique of 
sticking paper to 2D 
work 

 

 



Half-Term 6           KS3 Design and Technology              
 

 Thermoset Plastic Thermoplastic 
These are plastics that once that they are 

heated and moulded cannot be reheated 
and remoulded. The molecules of theses 

plastics are cross linked in three dimensions, 
this is why they cannot be reshaped or 

recycled. 

These plastics can be reheated and reshaped 
in various ways, They become mouldable after 
reheating as they do not undergo significant 
chemical change. Reheating and reshaping 

can be repeated. These can be recycled. 

Urea Formaldehyde 
 

Plug Sockets 

HDPE 
 

Buckets 
and hard 
wearing 

HIPS 
 

Children’s 
Toys 

Melamine Formaldehyde 
 
Used to cover chipboard work 
surfaces 

Expanded polystyrene 
 

Throw away 
cups and 

packaging 

Rigid PVC 
Guttering 

Epoxy Resin 
 

Adhesives 
 

Acrylic (PMMA) 
 

Trophies 

Acetate  
 

Packaging 

Phenol Formaldehyde 
 
Pan handles 

 

PET 
   Drinks bottles 
 
 

Hardwoods Softwoods Manmade Board 

Deciduous trees Coniferous trees Made mainly from coniferous 
trees 

Very unsustainable Sustainable Sustainable 

Contains defects Contains defects Does not contain defects 

Warps Warps Uniform strength 

Very expensive Cheaper than hardwoods Cheapest of the wood groups 

Types of Hardwood Types of Softwood  Types of Manmade Board 

Oak Interior woodwork, 
good quality furniture Pine Cheaper furniture and 

building materials M.D.F Used in building and 
furniture projects 

Mahogany Good quality 
furniture Larch 

Window frames, boat 
planking, floors and 

staircases 
Plywood Made from veneers 

with resin 

Beech Furniture, toys and 
tool handles 

Red 
Cedar 

Decking, outdoor 
furniture, roof shingles 

as it resists weather 
Chipboard 

Covered with a plastic 
laminate used in 

furniture. 

TECHNICAL VOCABULARY 
Storage The action or method of storing something for future use. 

Iterative Design Continuously modelling, developing and improving through a design 
process 

Manufacture To make something using tools and machinery 

Accuracy Being precise in measurements for your designs and manufacturing 

CAD Computer Aided Design – to design an idea using computer software to 
help you. E.g. 2D Design 

CAM Computer Aided Manufacture – to manufacture a product using 
software to program a machine. E.g. using the laser cutter 

Mass Production The manufacture of products in large quantities by machinery and by 
use of techniques such as the assembly line 

One off 
production 

When only one product is made at a time. Every product is different so it 
is labour intensive. 



Year 8 HT2                       Subject – Food Technology                Threshold Concept Link(s)       Food safety, Health and Safety, food Quality  
 

Practical knowledge DOUGH LO3 (3.1) 
Bread Dough (Carbohydrate-energy) 

• Uses yeast as a raising agent 
• Strong flour to enable bread to rise and 

holds its structure 
• Warm water to activate the yeast 
• Salt to flavour the dough 
• Kneading to activate the gluten to make 

it elastic and create gluten strands 
• Proving the dough in a warm place and 

fermentation will occur  
• Shaping the dough and proving again 
• Baking to seal in the air co2 and steam 

which makes the bread rise 
Enriched dough- Chelsea buns and pastries 

• Fat is rubbed into flour  
• Egg and milk used as well as water 
• This adds moisture 
• Flavour and colour 
• Also lengthens shelf life as fat is a 

preservative and traps in moisture 

Pasta (fresh) (Carbohydrate- energy) 
• Made with strong flour or plain flour 
• Can be made with eggs 
• Dough requires kneading for the gluten 

to become activated 
• Requires resting in the fridge 
• Very short cooking time 
• Dries out very quickly 
• Has a short shelf life 

 
Bought pasta 

• Has a long shelf life 
• Can be gluten free 
• Should be cooked in plenty of boiling 

water 
• Drain as soon as it’s cooked 
• Requires refreshing if not eaten 

immediately 
• Comes in a variety of shapes and 

flavours 
 

TECHNICAL VOCABULARY 
Cross contamination When cooked and raw foods come into contact with each other and spread 

bacteria causing food poisoning 
HACCP Hazard analysis critical control point. Steps taken to avoid food poisoning 

incidents 

Hot holding Food kept warm during service like the school canteen- Temperature 63c 
minimum 

Danger zone The temperature in which bacteria multiply most between 5c- 63c 

Traffic light system A simple and easy way to understand the nutritional value as part of your RDA at 
a glance on the front of packaging 

Saturated fats Fats which come from animals and are not as healthy as unsaturated fats from 
vegetables 

Sodium The amount of salt in the food, this can come from ingredients other than salt 
itself such as cheese, pepperoni 

Calories Calories are the energy which comes from food, some have more than others. 
Fat 9kcal per gram,    Carbohydrates 4kcal per gram,   protein 4kcal per gram 

RDA  Recommended daily allowance of kcal. Average 2000 kcal for women and 
2500kcal for men 

 

Food safety – (HACCP)   LO4 (4.3)                                            Health and safety- Food Quality 

Purchasing  
• Make sure high risk food is from 

reputable supplier 
• Check the use by date 
• Do a visual check, packaging should be 

intact 
• If it’s supposed to be chilled it should 

be in the fridge 5c 
• Frozen food should be -18/-20 

Storage 
• Raw foods separate from cooked 
• Raw meats well covered at the bottom 

of the fridge 
• First in first out rule FIFO use oldest 

product first 
Preparation 

• Use separate boards for raw and 
cooked foods 

• Make sure hands are washed between 
handling raw and cooked foods 

• Keep chilled foods in the fridge until 
they’re required 

Serving- Cooked temperature should be 75c 

To avoid personal harm during preparation 
and cooking 

• Knife safety- Bridge and claw grip 
• Wear an apron to avoid hot spills 

burning  
• No jewellery- gets hot can catch on 

equipment 
• Floor clear and dry 
• Use oven gloves whenever you use the 

oven 
• Pan handles not sticking out 
• Good work flow so minimum moving 

around and less accidents 
Food quality 

• Food should be the same size to cook at 
the same time 

• To be more visually appealing 
• To make portion control easier and 

fairer 
• Correct measurements 
• Correct cooking temperature and times 
• To reduce food waste 

 

 

Function of Packaging  (4.3) 

Protection 
• To prevent the product being damaged 
• Makes it easier to stack in super market 
• Keeps the product together 

 
Preservation 

• Gives it a longer shelf life 
• Stops people touching the food 
• Prevents contamination from other 

foods 
 
Transportation (consider eggs) 

• Foods would not be easily shipped 
without packaging 

• Can transport easily in bulk 
• Keeps food separate and in portions 
• Easier for the shopper to get the food 

home in one piece 

Information  
Food labelling Regulations 2006. 
 

• Use by date- Food is eaten at its 
optimum quality 

• Cooking instructions- so we don’t cause 
illness 

• Storage instructions- food has optimum 
shelf life 

• Manufacturers details- place to 
complain 

• Ingredients list in descending order 
• Allergy advice- Avoid allergic reaction 
• Nutritional content- how healthy it is 
• Weight- make comparison with like 

products 
• Name of food and brief description, so 

you know exactly what you are buying 
 

 

Food Technology  

HT 2 

 



Half-Term 2  Subject ICT Excel 

Year 8   

 

 

 
 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Presenting information 

 
 

 
 

Bar 
Chart/Column 
chart 

Great for finding most of 
something and comparing 
 

 
Pie Chart Great for seeing what the 

majority is 
 

 
Line chart Show changes over time like 

temperature 
 

 

 

TECHNICAL VOCABULARY 
Data Data is made up of raw facts and figures. It does not have any 

meaning until it is processed and turned into something useful.  
 Information Data that has been process / has meaning 

Excel Using a program called excel you can store and present data in 
different ways 
 Cells One single ‘block’ in Excel is called a Cell 
 

Cell reference Each cell has name called a CELL REFERENCE. We are able to 
work out which cell we are in by its cell reference (e.g. A3), 
which is made up of the column (A) and row number (3). 

  
 

Data type A particular type of data 

Function Words used in Excel to do a particular task. 
 Eg. Sum, Average, max, Min 

Formula Simple calculations e.g. adding two or more numbers together. 
They always stat with equals sign (=) 

Range A collection of cells is called a Range 

Chart  

 

 
Functions 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Words used in 
Excel to do a 

particular task. 
Eg. Sum, Average, 

max, Min 

 

 

 

 

Formula Simple 
calculations e.g. 
adding two or 
more numbers 
together. They 

always stat with 
equals sign (=) 

 

 

     

 
 

 

Box 1 

Box 2 

Box 4 

Box 3 



      HT 2 – Nutrition/Anatomy and Physiology                                Subject: Physical Education                          Threshold Concept Link(s):    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Key Knowledge 

Cardiovascular/Circulatory 
System  

Organ system that allows blood to circulate and 
transport nutrients, oxygen carbon dioxide, 
hormones, blood cells to and from cells in the body. 
Made up of heart, lungs, veins, arteries, capillaries.  

Short term responses to exercise Increased heart rate, increased breathing rate, 
redness, sweating, increased temperature  

Long term responses to exercise   Lower resting heart rate, increase in number of red 
blood cells, increase in heart size and strength, 
increased muscle size and strength, increase in 
energy production.  

Adaptations to the cardiovascular 
system 

Heart muscle increases in size and strength. 
Cardiac output increases. Cardiac means relating to 
the heart so this is the amount of blood that the 
heart pumps out to the body. 
Lower resting heart rate, quicker recovery from 
exercise. 
Reduced risk of heart disease. 
Increased number of capillaries in muscles. 
Increased volume of blood and red blood cells. 

Adaptations to the skeletal 
system 

Increase in bone density 

Food Groups 

Protein Growth and repair, can be found in chicken, eggs, beans etc.  

Carbohydrates  Source of energy, can be found in pasta, rice, potatoes etc  

Fats Source of energy, store energy and to insulate. Can be found in butter, oil 
nuts etc. 

Water  Needed for hydration, cells and bodily fluids, can be found in water, fruit 
juice and milk.  

Fibre Provides roughage to keep the digestive system healthy, can be found in 
vegetables, bran etc. 

Vitamins  Needed in small amounts to maintain health, can be found in fruit, 
vegetables, dairy food etc. 

Minerals Needed in small amounts to maintain health, can be found in salt, milk 
(calcium), liver (iron) etc.  
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