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Using Your Knowledge Organiser 

Your teachers have worked hard to produce this document for you and have selected the most important knowledge that you will need to know to make good progress in 
their subjects. You should aim to learn all the information in your knowledge organiser off by heart.   

Try out some of the strategies listed here to help you achieve this.  

 

1. Read the knowledge organiser and ensure you understand it. 
Try and make links between the information on it and what 
you already know and do. 
 

2. Look, Cover, Write, Check – the traditional way of learning 
spellings! 
 

3. Create a Mnemonic – Using the first letters of keywords create 
a memorable sentence or phrase. 
 

4. Create an acronym – using the first letters of keywords to 
create a word to prompt you to remember all of the 
information. 
 

5. Write it out in full on a blank version of the same format. 
 

6. Write it out in note form, reducing it to key ideas or words. Try 
the same format but a smaller piece of paper. 

 
7. Recreate the knowledge organiser as a series of images and 

words 
 

 

 

8. Write a set of test questions for yourself using the organiser.  
• Answer these without the organiser the next day.  
• Swap your questions with a friend to increase 

challenge.  
• Turn your questions in to a game by putting them 

on cards and playing with friends. 
 

9. Chunk the knowledge into smaller bitesize sections of around 
5 pieces of information. Concentrate on mastering a chunk 
before you start on the next. 
 

10. Try to make connections between the information and people 
you know. E.g. Visualise yourself trying these strategies with a 
specific teaching group. 
 

11. Talk about the information on the knowledge organiser with 
another person. Teaching someone else about it helps us learn 
it. 

 
12. Say the information out loud – rehearse it like learning lines 

for a play, or sing it as if you are in a musical!  

 



2.  Topical Knowledge 

Term Definition 

Dystopia  
(noun)  An imagine place of state in which everything is 

unpleasant or bad. 

Utopia  
(noun)  An imagined place or state of things in which everything 

is perfect. 

Citizen  (noun)  A legally recognised person of a country of place. 

Totalitarian  
(adjective) A government that has total control and is a 

dictatorship. 

Authoritarian  
(adjective) Enforcing strict obedience at the expense of personal 

freedom. 

Surveillance  (noun)  Close observation and monitoring. 

Futuristic  (adjective) Set in the future, involving very modern technology. 

Propaganda  
(noun)  Information used to promote a specific point of view, 

often misleading. 

Dehumanised  (verb) Deprive of positive human qualities e.g. free choice. 

Illusion  
(noun)  An instance of a wrong or misinterpreted impression; a 

false view. 

1.  Genre Conventions 

Term Definition 

Future Dystopian fiction is set in the future. 

Violence Violence is normalised. 

Surveillance The society experiences high levels of surveillance. 

Individual The focus is on everyone being uniform and there is little focus on the right of the 

Propaganda Propaganda is used to control the society. 

The state Citizens live in a dehumanized state. 

Perfection? The society is an illusion of a perfect world. 

Outside world Citizens have a fear of the outside world. 

Worship A figurehead or concept is worshipped by citizens. 

Criticism Dystopian fiction is created to criticise some aspect of our current world. 

Year 8 — Science Fiction 

3. Technical Vocabulary 

Term Definition 

Personification To give an inanimate object human qualities. 

Onomatopoeia Words that represent the sound they make e.g. pop. 

Protagonist The central character. 

Antagonist The character who opposes the main character. 

Cliché A phrase that is overused e.g. as cold as ice. 

Narrative Voice The perspective from which the narrative is told. 

Omniscient 

narrator 

The narrator can enter the minds of all characters and comment on their feelings 

and motivations. 

Limited narrator The narrator can enter the minds of a few or a single character. 

4.  Commonly Misspelled Words 

acceptable ceiling immediately queue 

accommodation decided minute quiet 

beautiful definitely necessary quite 

because disappear neighbour receive 

beginning disappointed nervous separate 

believe embarrass opportunity sincerely 

business extremely persuade surprised 



Half-Term 1  Subject: Maths 8        Threshold Concept Link(s) Graphs  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 Co-ordinates and Grids  

This is the Cartesian Co-
ordinate system. 
 
The horizontal axis is the x 
axis. The vertical axis is the y 
axis. 
 
It has four Quadrants. 
 
Co-ordinates are written in 
the form (x , y). 
 

Point A is 2 to the right on the 
x axis and 1 up on the y axis. 
So, Its Co-ordinate is (2, 1) in 
the 1st Quadrant. 
 
Point C is 2 to the left and 3 
down. Its Co-ordinate is          
(-2, -3) in the 3rd Quadrant. 
 
Point D is 5 to the right and 5 
down. (5, 5) 
 

The point where both the x 
and y axis meet is called the 
Origin.  
 
Its co-ordinate is (0, 0). 
 
To plot the point (-3, 3) I 
would move one to the left 
of the origin, then move 3 
up. 

 

TECHNICAL VOCABULARY 
Co-ordinates Used to give positions on a graph or a map. They are usually written as two numbers separated by 

a comma with brackets. E.g., (1, 2) or (-7, 2) 
Axis An axis of a graph is one of the two lines on which the scales of measurement are marked. (Plural: 

axes). 
Origin The origin is the point where two or more axes meet. Co-ordinate is (0, 0). 
Gradient Gradient is another word for slope. The higher the gradient the steeper the line. 

Linear Something that is described as Linear moves in a straight line or is represented by one. 

Quadrant The areas of the graph between axes. 

Reciprocal The reciprocal of a number is 1 divided by that number. The reciprocal of a fraction is the fraction 
turned upside down. 

Intercept The point at which a line or graph crossed an axis. 

 

Linear and Quadratic Graphs 

The equation of a Linear function is given by 
the formula: 

𝑦𝑦 = 𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚 + 𝑐𝑐 . 
 
𝑚𝑚 is the gradient.  
𝑐𝑐  is the y- intercept, this is given as a co-
ordinate. At this point x is 0, so it is (0, 𝑐𝑐). 
 
We can draw these on a grid. 
 
 

                                                                                                     

   

 

 

The function 𝑦𝑦 = 𝑚𝑚 + 2 can be drawn by finding 
the x and y co-ordinates. Substitute values of x into 
the formula to find y. 

x - 1 0 1 2 3 4 
y 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Then plot the points and draw a l ine through them. 

The gradient is 1 and the y-intercept is at (0, 2) 

 

 

y=x + 2 
x 

y 

A l ine that is perpendicular to another has a 
gradient that is the Negative Reciprocal of the 
other gradient. 

E.g., The l ine 𝑦𝑦 = 2𝑚𝑚 + 1 has l ines that are 
perpendicular to it with gradients of − 1

2
. 

The gradient of a l ine can be negative, this 
changes the direction of the slope. 

y= 2x + 1 

y= - 1
2
𝑚𝑚+ 1 

A quadratic function appears in the form:      
𝑦𝑦 = 𝑎𝑎𝑚𝑚2 + 𝑏𝑏𝑚𝑚 + 𝑐𝑐 . 𝑐𝑐  is the y-intercept.   

A quadratic graph makes a U-shape, this is 
called a “parabola”.  The quadratic function 
𝑦𝑦 = 𝑚𝑚2 + 3𝑚𝑚 + 2 has values: 

x -3 - 2 -1 0 1 2 3 
y 2 0 0 2 6 12 20 

 

y = x 

𝑦𝑦 = 𝑚𝑚2 

 

𝑦𝑦 = 𝑚𝑚2 + 3𝑚𝑚 + 2 

 

 

 

1st 

 

2nd 

 

3rd 

 

4th 

 

A 

B 

C 

D 

x 

y 

(-3, 3) 

x 

y 

x 

y 



Half-Term __1________   Subject ___Science _____   Threshold Concept Link(s)_Earth and genes   
  Topic key words 

10. Natural 
selection 

A process by which the best adapted individuals 
survive longer and pass on their genes to the next 
generation.  

11. Evolution A slow process in which a species changes over 
time in response to their environment.  

12. Extinction When a whole species dies out.  
13. Biodiversity  The range of animals and plants in a given area. 

14.  Genes 
The basic unit of life. A small section of DNA which 
is inherited from our parents.   

15. Inheritance When living things pass on characteristics to their 
offspring via their genes.  

16. Variation Difference between individual organisms.  

17. Species A group of organisms which can breed to produce 
fertile offspring.   

18. Genetic 
modification 

A process involving removing a gene from one 
organisms and inserting it into the DNA of another 
organisms.  

 
Topic key words 

19. Define State the precise meaning of an idea or concept 

20. Evaluate 
use the information supplied, as well as their 
knowledge and understanding, to consider 
evidence for and against 

21. Explain State the reasons for something happening 

22. Predict Give a plausible outcome. 

23. Identify Name or otherwise characterise 

24. Estimate Assign an approximate value 

25. Compare describe the similarities and/or differences 
between the two items 

26. Justify Use evidence from the information supplied to 
support an answer. 

27. Calculate Work out the value of something 
 

Topic Key Words 
1. Atmosphere The layers of gases that surround the Earth. 
2. Global 

warming 
The rise in the average temperature of the Earth’s 
atmosphere. 

3. Greenhouse 
gasses 

The gasses responsible for global warming; carbon 
dioxide, methane and water vapour.  

4. Carbon cycle The processes and events involved in the movement of 
carbon through the environment.  

5. Respiration A process living organisms take part in which enables 
them to make energy and releases carbon dioxide.  

6. Decay A process which breaks down dead materials and 
releases carbon dioxide. 

7. Decomposers Organisms such as bacteria and fungi which conduct 
decay. 

8. Climate 
change 

Lasting changes to the long term weather patterns of 
the Earth.  

9. Metal ore 
Naturally occurring rocks which contain metals or metal 
ores.  

 



Half-Term 1     HISTORY – SLAVERY          Cause, consequence, change, continuity 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The middle passage  

The middle passage refers to the journey between Africa and the 
Caribbean/North America that slaves were forced to embark on.  
European ships would set sail from Europe, loaded with 
manufactured goods such as clothing and weapons. The ships would 
then sail to African countries and trade the manufactured goods with 
African tribes for slaves that they had captured.  
The slaves would then be taken to the Caribbean/North America to 
work on large farms known as plantations. The conditions of the 
slave’s ships were extremely terrible with large numbers people 
crammed into small spaces. They were regularly whipped and abused 
and many died during the passage.  
Once the ships reached the Americas, the slaves would be traded for 
raw material such as cotton. These raw materials would then be 
returned to Europe where they would be made into more 
manufactured goods. This cycle was known as Triangular trade.  

Reasons for ending slavery.   

Reason 1: The 1833 abolition of slavery act was passed in Britain 
which banned slavery in all British Colonies. Although this did not 
include the USA, this would of severely damaged their industry and 
contributed to the ending of slavery in the US in 1863.  
Reason 2: The American civil war in 1860 saw the North of the USA 
fight the South of the USA. The North of the USA believed that 
slavery should be abolished whereas the South supported slavery. 
The North of the USA won so slavery was abolished in all US states 
in 1863.  
Reason 3: The economy of the world started to change. People 
began to realise that production of goods would increase if workers 
were paid, rather than forced. As a result, profit would increase. The 
economy of the British empire was also so strong no that they no 
longer needed to profit from such an immoral trade.  

KEY PEOPLE 
OLAUDAH EQUIANO Former slave who wrote about his experiences 
HARRIET TUBMAN Escaped slave who helped others to escape too 
WILLIAM WILBERFORCE GB MP for fought for abolition in England 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN American President who abolished slavery 

KEY DATES 
1619 First African slaves arrive in America 

1807 Slave Trade Act in GB meant slaves couldn’t be transported by ship, therefore prevented 
new slaves being brought to England 

1833 Slavery Abolition Act, made slavery illegal so slaves were freed. 
1863 Emancipation of Slaves in America 

 

TECHNICAL VOCABULARY 

EMPIRE A large group of countries ruled over by one monarch 

COLONY A country under the political control of another country 

NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Produce in its natural form, such as sugar cane, tobacco and 
cotton 

INDIGENOUS 
PEOPLES 

The original occupants of a country before European settlers 
arrived 

MANUFACTURED 
GOODS 

Goods that have been made, such as guns, cloth, pots and pans 

MIGRATION When people move from their homeland to a new country or 
region 

TIGHT PACK How slaves were packed onto a ship so the slavers could get as 
many as possibly on board 

LOOSE PACK When slaves were loaded onto the ships with move room to 
move 

PLANTATION The massive farms in America where slaves worked to grow 
 ABOLITION Getting rid of a policy or law, in this case ending slavery 

 

Source A Moses Roper, Adventures and Escape of Moses Roper (1838) 
 

https://spartacus-educational.com/USASroper.htm


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“How useful is the source to an historian studying….” 

 

A – The Source is useful because it shows…  

P – For example it says/I can see…  

E – This is therefore useful to an historian because 
it tells us….  

 

A – The provenance (date/author/type of 
source/location) is useful because…  

P – For example….  

E – This is makes the source even more useful 
  

“How convincing is the interpretation about….” 

This question is asking how believable is the content of what the source says. 
You need to support your answer with lots of your own knowledge to either 
prove it correct or disprove it.  

 

A – The Source is/is not convincing because it says…  

P – For example it says/I can see…  

E – This is therefore convincing/not convincing because I know that…  

 

A – The Source is/is not convincing because it says…  

P – For example it says/I can see…  

E – This is therefore convincing/not convincing because I know that because…  

History sentence starters! 

“Describe two ways that…”  

 

One way in which…  

This was because…  

Another way in which…  

This was because…  

 

 

Factor Question  

Introduction: Say what you are going to talk about in the essay. In this essay I will discuss…  

Paragraph 1: Talk about the factor in the question. E.g.  

The civil war caused the abolition of slavery because…   

Paragraph 2: Think of another factor of your choice that is related to the question. E.g. Another factor that led to the abolition of 
slavery was….  

Paragraph 3: Think of another factor of your choice that is related to the question. E.g. Another factor that led to the abolition of 
slavery was….  

Conclusion: Explain which factor you think overall caused the biggest change/development. and explain why! 



Half-Term 1                                              Subject Geography                                                         Threshold Concept Link(s) Population and Settlement  
 

  

Push Factors-  a factor that 
encourages people to move 
from a place 

Pull Factors-  a factor that 
encourages people to move to 
a place 

• Lack of services 
• Lack of safety 
• High crime rate 
• Crop failure 
• Drought 
• Flooding 
• Poverty 
• War 

• Higher employment 
• More wealth 
• Better services 
• Good climate 
• Safer, less crime 
• Political stability 
• More fertile land 
• Lower risk from natural 

hazards 

TECHNICAL VOCABULARY 

Population All the inhabitants of a particular 
 Death Rate The number of deaths to the 

population usually calculated as the 
number of deaths per one thousand 

   Birth Rate The number of live births per 
thousand of population per year. 

Natural increase the difference between births and 
deaths 

Urbanisation An increase in the proportion of 
people living in urban areas compared 
to rural areas. 

Counter Urbanisation Where people move from urban areas 
to rural areas. 

Suburbanisation the process by which suburbs grow as 
a city expands outwards 

Inequality differences between people, in terms 
of factors such as; poverty, wealth, 
wellbeing, employment opportunities, 
housing, education etc. 

Megacity a city with a population over 10 million 
people 

Migration  The movement of people from one 
place to another. 

 

The Demographic Transition Model  



Half-Term 1 Subject Spanish Y8   La fiesta de San Fermín  Threshold Concept Link(s): Giving opinions, describing past events 

¿Qué opinas de la Tomatina? Describe una visita a la Tomatina. 
Week 1 

Week 2 

Opinions Verb Noun Connective + verb = Adjective 
Me fastidia (n) = I get annoyed ir a = to go to la fiesta de San Fermín = to the San Fermin festival 

a los sanfermines en Pamplona =  to the San Fermin festival 
una verbena = an open air dance 

because it is agradable = pleasant 
desagradable = unpleasant 

Me fascina (n) = It fascinates me visitar = to visit el encierro = the bull run 
la plaza de toros = the bull ring 

porque es guay = cool 
extraño = strange 

Me divierto – I have fun ver = to see los fuegos artificiales = fireworks 
el chupinazo = the start of the festival 
los cabezudos = the carnival figures with large heads 

dado que es estupendo = great 
loco = crazy 
desordenado = messy 

Me decepciona – It disappoints me asistir a = to attend la fiesta = the festival 
la corrida de toros = the bull fight 

ya que es asombroso  = amazing 
extraordinario = extraordinary  

Me da igual – I’m not bothered about sacar fotos de = to take photos of los desfiles = the parades 
las procesiones religiosas = religious processions 

puesto que es divertido = fun 
asqueroso = disgusting 

Me disfruto de = I enjoy participar en = to participate in  
tomar parte en =  to take part in 

la música y el baile = the music and the dancing aunque es =  esplendido  = great 
diferente = different 

Vale la pena – it’s worth while tirar = to throw harina y huevos = flour and eggs although it is interesante = interesting 
Estoy harto de – I’m fed up of comer = to eat  

beber = to drink 
comida típica  =  typical food  
miles de botellas de champán = 1000s of bottles of champagne 

 emocionante = exciting 
sucio = dirty 

Estoy a favor de – I am in favour of celebrar = to celebrate 
cantar y bailar = to sing and dance 

el comienzo de las fiestas = the start of the festival 
jotas = typical San Fermin songs 

 entretenido = entertaining 
aburrido = boring 

Estoy en contra de – I am against vestirse= wear  
correr = to run 

de blanco y rojo =  white and red  
delante de los toros por la calle = in front of the bulls through the 
street 

 peligroso = dangerous 
fatigoso = tiring 

Time expression Verb (IR = to go) Nouns Connective Adjective 
Ayer = Yesterday Fui  = I went a ver La fiesta de San Fermín = to see the San Fermin festival 

a ver la fiesta en Pamplona= to see the festival in Pamplona 
me gustó porque fue  =  
I liked it because it was 

agradable = pleasant 
desagradable = unpleasant 

El año pasado = Last year Fuiste  = You went (s) a ver los fuegos artificiales = to see the fireworks 
a ver el chupinazo = to see the start of the festival 

me encantó porque fue =   
I loved it because it was 

guay = cool 
extraño = strange 

Hace dos años = 2 years ago Fue  = He / she went a ver el encierro = to see the bull run 
a ver los toros = to see the bulls 

me chifló porque fue  =   
I loved it because it was 

estupendo = great 
loco = crazy 

La semana pasada = Last week Fuimos  = We went a ver la corrida de toros = to see the bull fight 
a ver una feria = to see a fair 

me moló porque fue  =  
I loved it because it was 

asombroso  = amazing 
extraordinario = extraordinary  

El fin de semana pasado = 
Last weekend   

Fuisteis  = You went (p) a ver los desfiles = to see the parades 
a ver las procesiones = to see the processions 

 divertido = fun 
asqueroso = disgusting 

El primer día = the first day Fueron = They went a ver la música y el baile = to see the music and dancing  esplendido  = great 
desordenado = messy 

Más tarde = later  a ver la celebración = to see the celebration 
a ver una verbena = to see an open air dance 

 diferente = different 
interesante = interesting 

El último día = the last day  a ver las actuaciones en las calles = to watch some performances in the street no me divertí porque fue =  
I didn’t have fun because it was 

emocionante = exciting 
sucio = dirty 

  a ver los conciertos gratuitos por las noches = to watch free concerts in the 
evenings 

no me gustó porque fue  =  
I didn’t like it because it was 

entretenido = entertaining 
aburrido = boring 

  a ver los gigantes = to see the giants  peligroso = dangerous 
fatigoso = tiring 

 



 Week 3 and 4 

 

 

Time phrase Noun  Activity In my opinion Verb Adjective 
Por la mañana = In the morning (yo) I participé en the bull run = I participated in the bull run 

probé paella = I tried paella 
saqué fotos = I took photos 
llevé un pañuelo rojo   = I wore a red scarf 
vi las actuaciones en las calles = I watched some performances in the street 
celebré con mis amigos = celebrated with my friends 

A mi parecer   agradable = pleasant 
desagradable = unpleasant 
guay = cool 
extraño = strange 
famoso = famous 

Por la tarde  = In the afternoon mi hermano 
mi hermanastra 

participó en los concursos = he/she participated in the competitions 
sacó fotos de los toros = he/she took photos of the bulls 

A mi modo de 
ver 

 estupendo = great 
loco = crazy 

Por la noche = In the evening mi madre 
mi familia 
mi padre 
mi prima  

probó la comida típica = he/she tried typical food 
llevó una boina roja  = he /she wore a red beret 
fue al ayuntamiento = went to the town hall 
corrió delante de los toros en el encierro = he /she ran in front of the bulls in the bull run 
celebró en la fiesta = celebrated at the festival 

Desde mi punto 
de vista 

 asombroso  = amazing 
extraordinario = extraordinary  

Primero = First la gente = the people 
 

brindó  con champán = toasted with champagne 
 

A mi juicio  agresivo = aggressive  

Luego = Next mis padres y yo 
mi madre y yo 

sacamos fotos de las procesiones= we took photos of the processions  
probamos tapas variadas = we tried tapas 

Para mí fue = it was divertido = fun 
asqueroso = disgusting 

Después  = Afterwards mi abuelo y yo 
mi hermano y yo 

participamos  en la fiesta= we participated in the festival 
nos vestimos de blanco y rojo = we wore white and red 
fuimos al ayuntamiento = we went to the town hall 
vimos el chupinazo = we saw the start of the festival 

Por mi parte  esplendido  = great 
desordenado = messy 

Además = furthermore mi padre y yo 
mi bisabuelo y yo 

tiramos harina y huevos = we threw flour and eggs 
llevamos boinas y pañuleos = rojos = we wore red berets and scarves 

Creo que  delicioso = delicious  
sabroso = tasty 

En adición = In addition mis padres 
mis abuelos 
mis hermanos 

sacaron fotos de la fiesta = they took photos of the festival 
participaron en la corrida de toros = they participated in the bull fight 
llevaron un periódico  = they carried a newspaper 

Pienso que  emocionante = exciting 
popular = popular 

Finalmente = Finally mis amigos 
mis tíos  

probaron la paella = they tried paella 
vieron una corrida de toros en la plaza de toros= they saw a bull fight in the bull ring 
celebraron en la verbena = they celebrated in the open air dance 

Me parece que  entretenido = entertaining 
aburrido = boring 

 los chavales = the young people 
miles de jóvenes = thousands of 
young people 
muchas personas = lots of people  
los cabezudos = the carnival 
figures with big heads 

corrieron delante de los toros = ran in front of the bulls 
arriesgaron sus vidas = risked their lives 
 
tiraron harina y huevos = threw flour and eggs 
pegaron a los niños = hit the children 
 

En mi opinión   peligroso = dangerous 
fatigoso = tiring 

          



KS3 and KS4 French School subjects and careers                                 Threshold Concept links : Expressing opinions and talking about plans in the future tense. 
 

 

 



KS3 and KS4 French School subjects and careers                                 Threshold Concept links : Expressing opinions and talking about plans in the future tense. 
 

 



Half-Term 1    Subject; Music Year 8         Threshold Concept Link(s) Area of Study   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TECHNICAL VOCABULARY 
Polyphonic Many sounds 

Appoggiaturas Added notes 
Trills Two notes rapidly alternating 

Harmony Notes sounding together 

Opera  A sung play 

Oratorio A religious story set to music for choir, solo singer & orchestra. 

Concerto A piece for solo instrument, or small group of solo instruments, accompanied by an orchestra, e.g. the 
Brandenburg Concertos by Bach, and the four seasons by Vivaldi.  

Fugue A piece in which one main tune is introduced by different instruments or voices in turn. The voices or 
instruments then overlap and interweave in a complex polyphonic texture. E.g. Toccata & fuge in D 
minor by Bach. 

Ternary/ABA 
form 

Or A B A form, a simple musical form in three sections with an ABA structure. 

Subject The short main theme of the Fugue. 

Fugal 
exposition 

The initial statement of the subject and answer. 

Dominant The fifth note of the scale or key, - the strongest note after the tonic. 

Basso 
Continuo 

Continuous bass parts are provided for harpsichord and stringed instruments such as bass viol and lute.  
The parts add chords and melody. 

Figured Bass  A type of musical shorthand for the keyboard player. The figures indicate the chord to be 
Played above the bass note and whether this is in root position, first or second inversion.  

 

Revision points 

 The Baroque period dates from 1600 to 1750 
 

 Baroque music, like the architexture of the time, is often highly 
decorated, with musical ornaments such as trills and runs. 
 

 One of the most important instruments of the period was the 
Harpsichord – a keyboard instrument in which the strings inside 
are plucked. 
 

 Orchestras were heard for the first time in this period. 
 

 Two of the most important composers were J.S. Bach (1685 – 
1750) and G.F. Handel (1685 – 1759). 

 

 

 

 

Features of the Baroque Period 

 

The following are typical of music composed during the Baroque: 

 The use of ornamented melodic lines 
 The establishment of the major/minor tonal system 
 The use of the diatonic chords of I,II,IV,V and VI 
 The basso continuo 
 Different musical textures such as monophonic, homophonic and polyphonic. 
 Musical devices such as the sequence, pedals, and suspensions. 
 The prevalence of one mood or ‘affection’ in a given movement 
 Contrasting dynamics with just two levels - loud and soft (called terraced dynamics). 

 
 Use of the Baroque orchestra, based on the new string family (violins, violas and cellos 

replacing viols) with harpsichord playing supporting harmonies as part of the basso continuo. 
The use of wind instruments varied from piece to piece depending on availability. The brass 
instruments were not commonly used within the orchestra yet Bach wrote for whatever skilled 
players were at his disposal, hence the different combinations of solo instruments in the six 
Brandenburg Concertos. 

The word Baroque comes from the Portuguese for pearl. It refers to the highly decorative 
architecture that became popular in the 17th and early 18th centuries. Features include gilded 
paintings and frescoes (wall paintings) that cover the interior walls and ceilings of German and 
Italian churches of the period. In music, this decorative element translates into the use of 
ornamentation in melodic lines. The overall effect is grand and showy, some people might say fussy. 

The best known composers of the period are; 

Henry Purcell (c.1659-95) 

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 

George Frideric Handel (1685-1759) 

Antonio Vivaldi (1678-1741) 

 

  

 



 Half-Term- 1  Subject- Drama- Year 8- Use of Voice   Threshold Concept Links-    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Perform using a character using vocal technique. 

5. Get under the skin of your characters 
Get to know them really well. Each will have their own individual speech mannerisms. Don’t have them all 
speaking in your tone of voice. 
Aim to have up to three key characters. You can also have some small ‘doubling’ parts that only have a few 
lines each and can be played by the same actor who ‘doubles’ roles. 

6. Express your characters between dialogue and interaction 
If you want to have one central character, think about how you can express character through dialogue and 
interaction with other characters, rather than them talking out loud to us for long periods.   So, if you want to 
say that Jade has a difficult relationship with her mother, write a scene where they have an argument, rather 
than putting it in Jade’s narration. In the same way, show us moments of action and don’t report them: this is 
more dramatic (and therefore more interesting). 
Don't have characters telling each other information they already know. Even if this seems to be furthering 
the plot - characters should speak to one another. 

7. Use the four building blocks - speech, sound effects, music and silence 
Make it radiophonic. Some things just don’t work on radio. For example: “Matt shakes his head”, but you 
could change it easily by giving Matt the line ‘No’.  
 
8. Express the visual elements in a subtle way 
Think about how to express visual elements of your play in a subtle way to help the audience imagine the 
story you are telling. If you have a very visual idea that you want to write about – perhaps a fantastical 
creature – think how, without visuals, you can make the audience understand who or what is speaking. For 
example, if a butterfly appears and starts talking – how are the audience going to understand that it’s a 
butterfly? It can work, but you’ll need to find a way to establish this clearly, using sound only. 
 
9. Concentrate on your presentation 
Type all directions and sound effects in capital letters (e.g. HAMLET’S GARDEN. HAMLET IS DIGGING FOR 
POTATOES.) and dialogue in lower case. Leave a space each time a character speaks. 
 
10.  Have fun using your imagination! 

TECHNICAL VOCABULARY 

Tone Vocal sound with reference to its pitch, quality, and strength. 
"They were speaking in hushed tones" 
  Volume The volume of a sound is how loud or quiet the sound is.  

P itch How high or low your voice sounds. 

Use of voice How you use your voice in performance to show character. 

Rehearse Practice the performance 
Character The person you are playing 

Pace How quickly you say your lines. 
  
Thought tracking What a character is thinking.  Not what they are saying. 

Articulation The formation of clear and distinct sounds in speech. 
"the articulation of vowels and consonants" 
  

Voice acting is the art of performing voice-overs or providing voices to represent a character or 
to provide information to an audience or user. Examples include animated, off-stage, off-
screen or non-visible characters in various works, including feature films, dubbed foreign 
language films, animated short films, television programs, commercials, radio or audio 
dramas, comedy, video games, puppet shows, amusement 
rides, audiobooks and documentaries. Voice acting is also done for small handheld audio 
games. 

Performers are called voice actors or actresses, voice artists or voice talent. Their roles may also 
involve singing, although a second voice actor is sometimes cast as the 
character's singing voice. Voice acting is recognised in Britain as a specialized dramatic 
profession, chiefly owing to the BBC's long tradition of radio drama.[1] 

Voice artists are usually also used to record the individual sample fragments played back by a 
computer in an automated announcement. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voice_acting 

 

Ten tips for writing a play for radio 
How do you turn your ideas into a play for radio? 

1. Grab the audience from the start 
Don't take too long to get started into the main action of the play. Radio Drama thrives on 
strong narratives. Whether you’re writing a tragedy, a comedy or a play to change the world, 
a great storyline will keep your audience listening. However, don’t make the story too 
complicated with too many themes, characters and plotlines, or the listener will get 
confused.  
 
2. Write about something that is personal to you 
Think what you are trying to tell the world. Why does your play matter? Write about 
something personal to you – write about a world you know. This is your chance to tell the 
world something about your world and what’s important to you. Or, if you don’t want to 
write about a world you know, bring what you know to the world you write about.  
  
3. Vary the pace and length of your scenes 
A radio play which has five ten-minute scenes, each set in a dining-room, is likely to be less 
effective than a play which varies its scenes and settings. Using a variety of backgrounds, 
scene lengths and sound effects will usually make the story more effective for the listener.  
 
4. Make sure the structure keeps them listening 
Think about beginning, middle and end and your play. Think about what will grab the 
audience in the first ten pages and then, as the play unfolds, why they should keep listening. 
Then think about how the situation in your play develops and changes through the middle of 
the play and then how it is resolved. Check that that doesn’t that feel predictable. Use the 
element of surprise! Audiences can begin listening at different points throughout your play, 
so you need to think about what will hook them in throughout the story and then what will 
keep them listening to the end? 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voice-over
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Animation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Film
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dubbing_(filmmaking)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Short_film
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Television_program
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Television_advertisement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Radio_drama
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Radio_drama
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Radio_comedy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Video_game
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Puppetry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_amusement_rides
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_amusement_rides
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Audiobook
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Documentary_film
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Audio_game
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Audio_game
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Singing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BBC
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voice_acting#cite_note-1


      HT 1 – Healthy Active Lifestyle/Hygiene                                Subject: Physical Education                          Threshold Concept Link(s):    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Knowledge 

Hygiene  Conditions or practices conducive to maintaining health 
and preventing disease, especially through cleanliness 

Personal Hygiene  Personal hygiene includes bathing, clothing, washing 
hands and toileting, care of nails, feet, teeth, spitting, 
coughing, sneezing, personal appearance, and inculcation 
of clean habits when young 

Benefits of good personal hygiene  for health and social reasons, stops the spread of germs 
and illness 

How to maintain good personal 
Hygiene  

Cleaning and covering wounds,  
Washing hands, using dryers or single use towels and 
showering after activity 
Remove loose material from shoes and clothing before 
entering changing rooms 
Regular cleaning of equipment 
Wash kit after use and change in to clean, fresh clothing 
Avoid sharing water bottles 
Wear sports socks to remove moisture and lessen the 
chances of getting blisters 
 

Appropriate and Hygienic clothing 
for PE 

Breathable clothing that will allow the body to breathe 
and sweat to escape. Sports shorts/trousers/leggings not 
fashion clothing. Clean sports socks. Sports specific 
clothing e.g. Football boots/Shin Pads. 

 



 

 

Half-Term: HT1+2     Subject: Y8 Art    Threshold Concept Link(s): Develop ideas in response to an artist and through different media. 

 
      

   

     Georgia Fiennes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
     Cowboy Katie                Ampers and hippo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
               Cow in white light                                         Ampers and zebra 

TECHNICAL VOCABULARY 

Response A reaction (to the work of an 
artist) 

Surrealism An Art style where the images 
could never happen in real life 

Analyse To examine in detail 

Composition How objects, shapes and patterns 
are arranged 

Juxtaposition Placing two contrasting items 
next to each other 

Pattern A series of repeated shapes 

Review Evaluate 

Reflect Reconsider and modify 

Develop To evolve, grow and improve 

Collage The technique of sticking paper to 
2D work 

Georgia Fiennes is a British artist born in London in 1979. 
She is well known for creating amusing images where she 
places animals in strange places or dresses them in shoes or 
jewellery. 

Answer the following questions; 

1. Why do you think these pictures might be described as surreal? 

 

 

2. Why do you think these pictures might be described as funny? 

 

 

3. How would you describe these pictures and which one is your favourite and why? 

 

 



Year 8 HT1                       Subject – Food Technology                Threshold Concept Link(s)       Food safety, Health and Safety, food Quality  

 

Practical knowledge DOUGH LO3 (3.1) 

Bread Dough (Carbohydrate-energy) 

 Uses yeast as a raising agent 

 Strong flour to enable bread to rise and 
holds its structure 

 Warm water to activate the yeast 

 Salt to flavour the dough 

 Kneading to activate the gluten to make 
it elastic and create gluten strands 

 Proving the dough in a warm place and 
fermentation will occur  

 Shaping the dough and proving again 

 Baking to seal in the air co2 and steam 
which makes the bread rise 

Enriched dough- Chelsea buns and pastries 

 Fat is rubbed into flour  

 Egg and milk used as well as water 

 This adds moisture 

 Flavour and colour 

 Also lengthens shelf life as fat is a 
preservative and traps in moisture 

Pasta (fresh) (Carbohydrate- energy) 

 Made with strong flour or plain flour 

 Can be made with eggs 

 Dough requires kneading for the gluten 
to become activated 

 Requires resting in the fridge 

 Very short cooking time 

 Dries out very quickly 

 Has a short shelf life 
 
Bought pasta 

 Has a long shelf life 

 Can be gluten free 

 Should be cooked in plenty of boiling 
water 

 Drain as soon as it’s cooked 

 Requires refreshing if not eaten 
immediately 

 Comes in a variety of shapes and 
flavours 

 

TECHNICAL VOCABULARY 

Cross contamination When cooked and raw foods come into contact with each other and spread 
bacteria causing food poisoning 

HACCP Hazard analysis critical control point. Steps taken to avoid food poisoning 
incidents 

Hot holding Food kept warm during service like the school canteen- Temperature 63c 
minimum 

Danger zone The temperature in which bacteria multiply most between 5c- 63c 

Traffic light system A simple and easy way to understand the nutritional value as part of your RDA at 
a glance on the front of packaging 

Saturated fats Fats which come from animals and are not as healthy as unsaturated fats from 
vegetables 

Sodium The amount of salt in the food, this can come from ingredients other than salt 
itself such as cheese, pepperoni 

Calories Calories are the energy which comes from food, some have more than others. 
Fat 9kcal per gram,    Carbohydrates 4kcal per gram,   protein 4kcal per gram 

RDA  Recommended daily allowance of kcal. Average 2000 kcal for women and 
2500kcal for men 

 

Food safety – (HACCP)   LO4 (4.3)                                            Health and safety- Food Quality 

Purchasing  

 Make sure high risk food is from 
reputable supplier 

 Check the use by date 

 Do a visual check, packaging should be 
intact 

 If it’s supposed to be chilled it should 
be in the fridge 5c 

 Frozen food should be -18/-20 
Storage 

 Raw foods separate from cooked 

 Raw meats well covered at the bottom 
of the fridge 

 First in first out rule FIFO use oldest 
product first 

Preparation 

 Use separate boards for raw and 
cooked foods 

 Make sure hands are washed between 
handling raw and cooked foods 

 Keep chilled foods in the fridge until 
they’re required 

Serving- Cooked temperature should be 75c 

To avoid personal harm during preparation 
and cooking 

 Knife safety- Bridge and claw grip 

 Wear an apron to avoid hot spills 
burning  

 No jewellery- gets hot can catch on 
equipment 

 Floor clear and dry 

 Use oven gloves whenever you use the 
oven 

 Pan handles not sticking out 

 Good work flow so minimum moving 
around and less accidents 

Food quality 

 Food should be the same size to cook at 
the same time 

 To be more visually appealing 

 To make portion control easier and 
fairer 

 Correct measurements 

 Correct cooking temperature and times 

 To reduce food waste 

 

 

Function of Packaging  (4.3) 

Protection 

 To prevent the product being damaged 

 Makes it easier to stack in super market 

 Keeps the product together 
 
Preservation 

 Gives it a longer shelf life 

 Stops people touching the food 

 Prevents contamination from other 
foods 

 
Transportation (consider eggs) 

 Foods would not be easily shipped 
without packaging 

 Can transport easily in bulk 

 Keeps food separate and in portions 

 Easier for the shopper to get the food 
home in one piece 

Information  
Food labelling Regulations 2006. 
 

 Use by date- Food is eaten at its 
optimum quality 

 Cooking instructions- so we don’t cause 
illness 

 Storage instructions- food has optimum 
shelf life 

 Manufacturers details- place to 
complain 

 Ingredients list in descending order 

 Allergy advice- Avoid allergic reaction 

 Nutritional content- how healthy it is 

 Weight- make comparison with like 
products 

 Name of food and brief description, so 
you know exactly what you are buying 

 

 

Food Technology  

HT 1 

 



Half-Term 6           KS3 Design and Technology              
 

 Thermoset Plast ic Thermoplast ic 
These are plastics that once that they are 

heated and moulded cannot be reheated 
and remoulded. The molecules of theses 

plastics are cross linked in three dimensions, 
this is why they cannot be reshaped or 

recycled. 

These plastics can be reheated and reshaped 
in various ways, They become mouldable after 
reheating as they do not undergo significant 
chemical change. Reheating and reshaping 
can be repeated. These can be recycled. 

Urea Formaldehyde 
 

Plug Sockets 

HDPE 
 

Buckets 
and hard 
wearing 

HIPS 
 

Children’s 
Toys 

Melamine Formaldehyde 
 
Used to cover chipboard work 
surfaces 

Expanded polystyrene 
 

Throw away 
cups and 

packaging 

Rigid PVC 
Guttering 

Epoxy Resin 
 

Adhesives 
 

Acrylic (PMMA) 
 

Trophies 

Acetate  
 

Packaging 

Phenol Formaldehyde 
 
Pan handles 

 

PET 
   Drinks bottles 
 
 

Hardwoods Softwoods Manmade Board 

Deciduous trees Coniferous trees Made mainly from coniferous 
trees 

Very unsustainable Sustainable Sustainable 

Contains defects Contains defects Does not contain defects 

Warps Warps Uniform strength 

Very expensive Cheaper than hardwoods Cheapest of the wood groups 

Types of Hardwood Types of Softwood  Types of Manmade Board 

Oak Interior woodwork, 
good quality furniture Pine Cheaper furniture and 

building materials M.D.F Used in building and 
furniture projects 

Mahogany Good quality 
furniture Larch 

Window frames, boat 
planking, floors and 

staircases 
Plywood Made from veneers 

with resin 

Beech Furniture, toys and 
tool handles 

Red 
Cedar 

Decking, outdoor 
furniture, roof shingles 

as it resists weather 
Chipboard 

Cov ered with a plastic 
laminate used in 

furniture. 

TECHNICAL VOCABULARY 
Storage The action or method of storing something for future use. 

I terative Design Continuously modelling, developing and improving through a design 
process 

Manufacture To make something using tools and machinery 

Accuracy Being precise in measurements for your designs and manufacturing 

CAD Computer Aided Design – to design an idea using computer software to 
help you. E.g. 2D Design 

CAM Computer Aided Manufacture – to manufacture a product using 
software to program a machine. E.g. using the laser cutter 

Mass Production The manufacture of products in large quantities by machinery and by 
use of techniques such as the assembly line 

One off 
production 

When only one product is made at a time. Every product is different so it 
is labour intensive. 



Half-Term 3  Subject: Computer Science  Threshold Concept Link(s) Recognise patterns / processes and re-use instructions 
 

Operating Systems 

Operating System (OS) Android, Windows 10, Linux,  

Kernel A kernel is the foundational layer of an operating system (OS). It 
functions at a basic level, communicating with hardware and managing 
resources, such as RAM and the CPU 

Applications Word, PowerPoint, Excel, Publisher 

GUI Graphical User Interface 

File Management The OS manages how data is organised into files 

Device Drivers A device driver is a program that controls a particular type of device that 
is attached to your computer 

 

TECHNICAL VOCABULARY 
Variable Something that can be changed 

Interaction The act of talking or doing things with something 

Sprite A computer graphic which may be moved on-screen and otherwise 
manipulated as a single entity 
 Counters An incremental value 

Functions A function is a type of procedure or routine 

Loop A loop is a sequence of instruction s that is continually repeated 
until a certain condition is reached 

DPA Data Protection Act 

Operating System The low-level software that supports a computer's basic functions, 
such as scheduling tasks and controlling peripherals 
 Decomposition Breaking a complex problem or system into parts that are easier to 
conceive, understand, program, and maintain 

CPU Central Processing Unit 

 

Programming 

Sprite A computer graphic which may be 
moved on-screen and otherwise 
manipulated as a single entity 
 Constant variable A variable that has been set to a given 
value and does not change 

 

When the green flag is clicked / initiated 
 
 
Set variable score to 0 
 
Show onscreen “What is 3 x 3? “ and 
wait for answer 
If answer = 9 
 
Change variable score +1 
 
Show onscreen “Correct” 
 
If answer does not equal 9 
Show onscreen “Incorrect” 
 
 
Show score on screen 

 

PC Capabilities  

CPU Central Processing Unit, Sometimes referred to simply as the central 
processor, but more commonly called processor, the CPU is the 
brains of the computer where most calculations take place  

Graphics Card A programmable logic chip (processor) specialized for display 
functions. The GPU renders images, animations and video for the 
computer's screen  

RAM Random Access Memory is the place in a computing device where 
the operating system (OS), application programs and data in current 
use are kept so they can be quickly reached by the device's processor  

Hard Disk A rigid non-removable magnetic disk with a large data storage 
capacity 
  

Power Supply A power supply is a hardware component that supplies power to an 
electrical device 

 
Heat Sink A heatsink is a device that attaches to a microprocessor to keep it 

from overheating by absorbing its heat and dissipating it into the air 
 

Motherboard A motherboard is the main printed circuit board (PCB) in a computer 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Christian Practices 
1 What is a group of Christians called? Denomination 
2 What are acts of devotion or praise called? Worship 
3 What is communicating with God called? Prayer 
4 What is the name of the prayer Jesus taught his disciples? The Lord’s Prayer 
5 What are rituals through which believers receive special blessings from God 

called? 
 

Sacraments 

6 What is the ritual through which people become members of the Church called? Baptism 
7 What is a service of thanksgiving in which Jesus’ death and resurrection are 

celebrated called? 
Eucharist 

8 What is a ceremony to welcome a young person or adult into the Christian 
religion using full immersion called? 

Believers’ baptism 

9 What is an initiation ceremony carried out by a bishop bestowing the gift of the 
Holy Spirit called? 

Confirmation 

10 Name two types of prayer. Prayers for others and prayers of 
thanks to God. 

11 Name two responses, by Christians, when prayers aren’t answered. The prayers are answered but not 
in the way we expect; the prayer 
isn’t answered in the timescale we 
expect. 

12 Name two sacraments accepted by Protestants Baptism and Eucharist 
13 Name two further sacraments accepted by Roman Catholics Confirmation, reconciliation. 
14 What is the importance of baptism for Christians? It marks a Christian’s journey with 

God. 
15 What is the importance of reconciliation for Roman Catholics? He allows Christians to think about 

their walk with God. 
16 Who baptized Jesus? John the Baptist 
17 What happened after Jesus was baptized? He received the Holy Spirit 
18 Give two reasons why is Baptism important to Christians It is the first right which allows all 

the rest; The person is cleansed of 
sin. 

19 What do Christians receive after their baptism? The gifts of the Spirit 
20 Who did Jesus tell his disciples to baptism people in the name of? Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

Yr 8 T1 Christian Practices TECHNICAL VOCABULARY AND QUOTES 

Belief An acceptance of something that exists or is true 

Believe To accept that something is true 

Denomination A group of people 

Worship Acts of religious praise, honour or devotion 

Prayer Communication with God 

The Lord’s Prayer The prayer that Jesus taught to his disciples 
(followers) 
 Sacrament Rituals through which believers receive special 
blessings from God 
 Baptism The ritual through which people become 
members of the Church 

Holy Communion (Eucharist) A service of thanksgiving in which Jesus’ death 
and resurrection are celebrated 

Believers’ baptism A ceremony to welcome a young person or adult 
into the Christian religion using full immersion. 
 
 

Confirmation An initiation ceremony carried out by a bishop 
bestowing the gift of the Holy Spirit 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qmfSwi3ZKH4 – The sacraments 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hzFjti8rAug – The importance of the sacraments 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TUWmnTzSnDs – Types of prayer 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h3xUIcCqAjU Jesus is baptised 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KoPEMVTAl9M – Adult Baptism 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hysJSb38mCQ – Infant Baptism 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qmfSwi3ZKH4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hzFjti8rAug
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TUWmnTzSnDs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h3xUIcCqAjU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KoPEMVTAl9M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hysJSb38mCQ
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