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September 2020 

Dear Parent/Carer 

At Magnus Academy we understand that a very old reputation and inaccurate rumours have, in the past, 

prohibited parents from considering us for their child’s secondary school option.  We feel that many students may 

miss out on the opportunity to receive an excellent education in their local community because of this and so I 

have written this letter to help you understand why a visit to Magnus would not be a waste of your time.  Please 

take a look at the myth-busting paragraphs below and call us to book a socially distanced visit or provide us with 

feedback. 

Myth #1 - Magnus is in town and students get out into Newark during the day. 

Magnus has a secure site with all gates being locked between 8.30am and 3.15pm.  Students are 

not permitted to leave without permission from a parent (e.g. medical appointment).  Visitors 

are blown away by the beautiful site, well maintained buildings and plenty of space for students, 

not to mention our fantastic sports facilities. 

Myth #2 - My child will get bullied if they go to Magnus. 

Magnus have a dedicated group of non-teaching pastoral staff who are available to help your 

child with their non-academic needs at all times of day.  They have worked very hard, alongside 

staff, parents and students to achieve the ‘All Together’ anti-bullying gold award for the second 

year in a row.  This does not mean that bullying doesn’t happen, it happens everywhere, but it does mean that 

there are many mechanisms to ensure that students feel safe in reporting it and that it is stopped and followed 

up to ensure it does not reoccur.  This is part of the reason why students are so happy at Magnus. 

“Pupils enjoy school. They are self-confident in social situations. Inspectors noted that pupils were well-

mannered, welcoming to visitors and keen to help. Pupils come to school with the right equipment, ready to 

learn. They present their work neatly.” – Ofsted 2019 

Myth #3 - My child won’t achieve good grades at Magnus. 

Results at Magnus have improved year on year and this trend is only expected to continue.  We 

are now working in line with national average, despite Newark being one of the most 

disadvantaged areas in the country, which means we are achieving great things.  A-level results 

at Magnus are some of the best in the country and the sixth form is growing rapidly highlighting 

that more and more students at Magnus are able to move on to higher level education.  However, Magnus is not 

an ‘exam factory’ – we live by our vision of “Developing people of good character who achieve excellence and 

make a positive contribution to their communities” and our values of determination, integrity, ambition, humility 

and compassion are demonstrated in each of our daily actions.  

“Staff care well for pupils’ physical and emotional well-being. Teachers take a healthy, balanced attitude 

towards examinations. They avoid placing pupils under undue pressure.” – Ofsted 2019 

Myth #4 - There is poor behaviour around school and in lessons.  Teaching isn’t that good. 

 The learning environment at Magnus is calm and orderly with highly engaged students in 

lessons.  Many visitors comment on our polite and enthusiastic students and teaching is of a very 

high standard.  If you don’t believe us take it from our 2019 Ofsted inspectors. 
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“Pupils’ conduct in class and around the school is exemplary. Leaders set very high standards for pupils’ 

behaviour, which staff consistently enforce.” – Ofsted 2019   

“Teachers have excellent subject knowledge. Their enthusiasm has a positive impact on pupils’ learning, 

especially in geography.” – Ofsted 2019  

Myth #5 - My child will miss out on exciting extra-curricular activities if they go to Magnus. 

The opportunities at Magnus are endless – just follow our social media feeds to see.  In the last 

year alone students have met with the Archbishop of York, sailed Tall Ships around the south 

coast of England, came second in the national finals of the Global Rock Challenge, played rugby 

with England Internationals, trained with Leicester Tigers, Nottingham Forest, Notts. County and Lincoln City, 

transmitted live on Radio Newark, raised money for numerous charities, flown in RAF jet planes and enjoyed a 

Roller Disco to name but a few.  This year we have even more exciting activities planned including a trip to China! 

Magnus is also the only school in the area who collaborate with Newark Rowing Club to teach every student to 

row and who has its own RAF aligned Combined Cadet Force with a forces ready career pathway. 

Myth #6 - Magnus is very strict and students aren’t happy. 

There is no denying that we have very high standards at Magnus for which we do not apologise 

– we know that holding students to these standards benefit them both in and out of school and 

in their future after Magnus.  Staff and students have excellent relationships and the school has 

a real family feel.  Visitors always pick up on the positive environment and the passion that staff have to educate 

and support our students.   

 “There are excellent relationships between pupils and teachers, which support pupils’ learning well. Teachers 

and pupils are mutually respectful. Staff have consistently high expectations of pupils’ behaviour. This means 

that pupils can learn without interruption.” – Ofsted 2019 

Magnus really has changed.  It is 10 years ago since it emerged from ‘special measures’ – the school that you may 

still hear rumours about today is long gone.  You now have an Ofsted rated ‘Good’ school in Newark, with happy 

students who achieve excellence in their own, individual field, academically or otherwise.  All we ask is that you   

visit us and test my words out for yourself.   

If you’d like to see our amazing school for yourself please contact my Executive Assistant and Admissions Officer, 

Mrs Ward-Walters, via tward-walters@magnusacademy.co.uk to book a convenient time for a socially distanced 

and Covid secure tour. 

I sincerely hope I have the pleasure of meeting you and your child soon. 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mrs A Martin 

Principal 
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