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Determination Integrity Ambition Humility Compassion

“Run in such a 
way that you 
may win” 
1 Corinthians 
verse 24

“We are taking 
pains to do 
what is right not 
only in the eyes 
of the Lord but 
also in the eyes 
of the man” 
2 Corinthians 8 
v21

“I can do all 
things through 
Christ who 
strengthens me” 
Phillips 4 verse 
13

“Be completely 
humble and 
gentle; be 
patient, bearing 
with one 
another in love” 
Ephesians 4 
verse 2

“Be like 
minded, be 
sympathetic, 
love one 
another, be 
compassionate 
and humble” 1 
Peter 3 verse 8

Our Vision & Values

Our Vision is to:

“Develop people of good character who achieve excellence and make a positive 
contribution to their communities.”

We have 5 key values, these are very important to us and you will see, hear and experience these 
everyday that you are at Magnus. 

What do you think each value means?

Which value do you think is the most important and why?
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Our Day

Over the course of a week, you will have lots of lessons and also some other sessions which will 
probably be quite different from what you have experienced before. It is part of what makes Magnus 
a very special school!

Here are the timings for the day:

2 periods a week are enrichment sessions. We have an innovative enrichment 
curriculum which is designed to help you to broaden your cultural 
understanding of the world, learn new skills and take on personal challenges. 
Enrichment sessions we currently have running include: British sign language, 
science club, debating, Latin and even musical theatre!

Family dining is a whole year group event where one lunchtime per week, 
students sit down in tables of six for a family meal service. A delicious roast 
dinner is served, a topic of discussion is held and appreciations given.

Prep is a dedicated reading lesson. We have chosen a 
selection of books that we read together in prep 
lessons. We discuss vocabulary, characters, themes and 
anything else connected to our current reading book.

The whole school comes together once a week for a whole school 
act of worship. Here we share key messages, thoughts, stories 
and prayers.

What is the last 
book you read?
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Our Houses

We have 4 houses at Magnus, they are: 

• Our school has hundreds of years of amazing history and tradition. The house system is an 
important part of this and we want you to help make it even better!

• Our school has a shield; it represents who we are. The design and display of images to 
represent people and organisations is called heraldry and has been used for hundreds of years. 
They can be very elaborate and all the details represent something important. 

• Your challenge is to design a coat of arms for each house as you do not know which one you 
will belong to yet.

• Your design should include:

• The winning entries will be used by a professional designer to create the new shield for each 
house!

• The best mottos and values for each house will be put forward to a vote by tutor groups to 
choose when we return to school.

• The best entries for each house will be judged and house points will be awarded!

Bromhead Cartwright Dean Hole Warburton

To enter send a picture of your 
design and explanation to 

entries@magnusacademy.co.uk 
Please include your name and 

current primary school.

 An animal to represent your house.
 A house motto, this is statement to inspire students
 3 house values, similar to our school values these are important to your house.
 A short explanation of your choice of animal, values and motto.
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Our Lessons

Every lesson at Magnus starts the same way with 6 to start.

Lesson time is precious, every second matters. We don’t have time to waste at 
the start of any lesson - this is great for you as you will have more learning 
time.

1. Staff meet and greet at door.
2. “Do Now” activity to be completed in silence. 
3. 3 minutes to arrive to lessons without late mark.
4. Equipment out in silence: pen, pencil, planner, rubber, ruler. 
5. Complete register in silence.
6. Review Do Now. 

Lessons may then vary a bit, but 
they will all ensure you learn to 

the best of your ability.

And finally, lessons all end in the same way – with 5 to finish:
1. Books closed.
2. Pens, glue, ruler etc placed in neat piles for collection.
3. Books on end of row in two piles, exercise books and textbooks.
4. Equipment in bag.
5. Stand behind chair ready for teacher to dismiss.

Which lesson are you most looking 
forward to and why?
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English

Hello Year 6,

We are looking forward to welcoming you to the 
English department at Magnus.  To help us prepare, 
we would like you to write a story using either one of 
the images or one of the titles below.

You should try to be as creative as possible and really 
show us how magnificent your imagination can be.

Enjoy!

“The Day the Lockdown Ended”

“The Sands of Time”

“A Stolen Ring”

“The Hidden Book”
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Mathematics

• For this activity you’ll need a pencil, ruler, compass (or something round) and some coloured pens 
or pencils to decorate if you wish. I have included a few circles but you may need to draw extras.

• On the circle below, I’ve marked on the hours as if it were a clock, but I’ve marked 12 as 0 instead. 
On the circle, try drawing straight lines with your ruler, joining up each of the notches where the 
numbers are. (I’ve included an example for you).

• What shape has been produced? If you can’t remember the proper name, try Googling it!

• Next try connecting the numbers in 2’s, 0, 2, 4, 6 etc. (You can use the same diagram and a 
different colour, or draw a new diagram). What shape did you get this time?

• Next try connecting every 5th point clockwise, keep going until you get back to 0. (e.g. 0, 5, 10, 3, 
8, 1, 6, 11 and so on). If you’re struggling to know where to connect the next point, just count 
round clockwise with your finger.

• Now is time for some experimenting, try every 7th point, every 8th, 9th, 10th 11th?

• What seems to be the pattern between the number you choose and how many sides the shape you 
draw has? Can you connect every 12th point?

• If you can bring these patterns and some good reasoning to Mr Fryer in September, you’ll get an 
iChoose Gold!

• Good luck!

Shapes in circles…
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Science

You will need:
• Kitchen roll
• Felt-tip pens
• 2 small bowls of water
• A Paperclip
• Thread

How to grow a rainbow

Method:
1. Cut the kitchen roll into the shape of a rainbow.
2. At each end, use the felt-tip pens to colour a rainbow about 2cm 

up from the bottom.
3. Attach a paperclip to the top of the rainbow and tie a piece of 

thread to it (this will allow you to hold your rainbow).
4. Add water to the 2 bowls.
5. Hold the rainbow with both ends slightly submerged into each 

bowl of water and watch your rainbow grow.

Task…
Create a poster that answers these questions about your experiment.

Why does this work with 
kitchen roll but not normal 

writing paper?

Which colours are found on a rainbow? 
Can you find or create a mnemonic to 

help remember them?

Why does this experiment work – what is 
actually happening?

Which scientific key words would we need to 
know to understand this experiment?

How do real rainbows form?

Give some cool rainbow facts

Don’t forget to include your name – your 
poster could end up on display somewhere

Here is a YouTube link if you need help: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=af_oNMjG8SQ
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History

Design your own museum challenge
Your task is to take on the role of a museum curator (someone 
who builds up and presents a collection of objects) and design 
your own museum about a topic of your choosing. 

If you have not visited a museum before, follow this link to take a 
virtual tour of museums from around the world! 

https://www.timeout.com/travel/virtual-museum-tours

The challenge:
Your task is to design your own museum exhibition. This can be about any topic of history that 
you are interested in; it can be a topic that you have studied in school or anything else! 

It is up to you how you present your work. You could …
• Use an A3 piece of paper (or 2 A4 sheets) to draw and label your exhibition display. 
• Create a PowerPoint Presentation to create a virtual museum display (any other fancy 

computer programmes fine too!)
• Use materials around the house such as shoe or cereal boxes to build your museum exhibition. 

We spoke to the team behind the Ironbridge Gorge museums and they gave us some top tips for 
creating a museum to share with you …

Text Panels and Labels
Most visitors read some text but rarely does someone read everything.  Encourage your visitors to 
read panels by making the text easy to read:
• Use short sentences and paragraphs. 
• Research is important - people trust what they read in a museum so it has to be accurate.

Displaying Objects
Your choice of objects is possibly the most important part of the exhibition – people are drawn to 
look at them and then will read the information panels.  
• What objects will help you to tell your story?  Choose a story that you know you can find 

objects for.
• How many objects will you use?  It isn’t a good idea to overload a case with objects –

sometimes the most impressive displays have one item per case.  Think about how many 
display cases you would like to have in your exhibition and how many objects per case.  

Visitor Engagement
As well as telling an important story your exhibition should be engaging.  Partly this is done by having 
interesting objects and text panels, but there are other things you could add to the exhibition too.
• Interactive experiences – games, quizzes, etc.  Think of some of the things you have enjoyed at 

a museum, and also consider different age groups.  Adults like to play too!
• Links to opportunities to learn more – books, articles, other museums.
• Fun facts – visitors like to laugh in museums.
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4. Layer 3 – add the label ‘my county’. On the top of this layer draw or add a map of the county 
you live in. Write the name of the county. (Nottinghamshire)

5. Layer 4 – add the label ‘my country’. On the top of this layer draw or add a map of the country 
you live in. Write the name of the country.

6. Layer 5 – add the label ‘my continent’. On the top of this layer draw or add a map of the 
continent you live in. Write the name of the continent. Colour in the country you live in. 

7. Layer 6 – add the label ‘my planet’. On the top of this layer draw or add a map of the world. 
Colour in the country you live in. 

8. On the back of each layer add some facts about that place you have named.                                    
Example: Layer 2                                                                                                             
Top of layer Back of layer

9. Lay each layer in order of size, biggest at the bottom and smallest on the top. 

10. At the top, use a hole punch to create a hole. 

11. Now attach all of the layer together using a treasury tag, paperclip, string or ribbon.

Geography

1. Cut out 6 circles/squares. Each one bigger than the last so layer 1 will 
be your smallest shape and layer 7 will be our biggest. 

2. Layer 1 - add a picture of yourself and the label “This is me” on the 
top. On the back of this layer write a little bit about yourself. 

3. Layer 2 – add the label ‘my town/village’. On the top of this layer draw 
or add a map of your town or village (e.g. Newark). 

Me on the map project…
Learning Objective - To understand where I live on a variety of scales.

Your aim is to create a ‘Me on the Map’ project to show where you live 
on different scales. 
Follow each step to create your final project. iChoose points will be 
awarded for excellent effort and presentation. 

Newark is a town in 
the Nottinghamshire

The River Trent runs 
through Newark and it 
was important in the 

Civil War.
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Religious education

Hello Year 6 student and welcome to RE at Magnus; in RE lessons you 
will be looking at what religious people do, their beliefs and how they 
show their beliefs in actions. We love having a mixture of views in our 
classrooms we do not mind if you are religious or not. The only thing 
we want you to do is think about how and why others live their lives 
and to develop reasoned opinions of your own. A lot of religion is 
concerned with reflection and how we apply religious teachings and 
ideas to our own lives, it also inspires a lot of artwork. 

We would like you to put these two things together and think 
about something/someone that is important to you and put this 
into a stained-glass window design. You can do this however you 
want, and we will accept any media – collage, paint, drawn, felt 

pens, computer art, photos the choice is yours- how creative can 
you be? We have included a few ideas to get you thinking.
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Spanish

Design your own holiday brochure 
Your task is to take on the role of a hodophile (someone who 
loves to travel) and design your own travel brochure 
promoting tourism in a Spanish speaking country.

If you have not been to Spain before, 
follow this link to find out information 
about Spain as a tourist destination. 

https://www.spain.info/en_GB/

The challenge:

Your task is to design your own travel brochure. This can be about any Spanish speaking country 
(including Spain) that you are interested in; remember a large number of countries in South America like 
Argentina and Chile also speak Spanish.

It is up to you how you present your work. You could …
• Use an A3 piece of paper (or double page in your book) to draw and label important cities and 

cultural landmarks you research about a particular country.
• Create a PowerPoint Presentation to create a virtual booklet about your chosen country. (any 

other fancy computer programme is fine too!)

We spoke to a company called Llama Travel who promote tourism in South America and they gave us 
some top tips for creating a holiday brochure.

Text Panels and Labels
Most readers read some text but rarely does someone read everything.  Encourage your readers to read 
panels by making the text easy to read:
• Use short sentences and paragraphs. 
• Research is important - people trust what they read in holiday brochures so it has to be accurate.

Pictures of famous cities and landmarks
Your choice of pictures is possibly the most important part of the project – people are drawn to look at 
visuals and tend to read the text surrounding it.

Brochure Engagement
As well as telling an important story your brochure / poster should be engaging.  Partly this is done by 
having interesting objects and text panels, but there are other things you could add to the brochure / 
project too.
• Interactive experiences – games, quizzes, etc.  Think of some of the things you have enjoyed at a 

museum, and also consider different age groups.  Adults like to play too!
• Links to opportunities to learn more – books, articles.
• Fun facts – readers like to laugh when reading
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Technology

Outcomes
• A range of ideas with colour and notes
• A finished product
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Food technology

TASK
Design and make a sports nutrition bar.

Things to consider:
• Texture – smooth/ crunchy/ snappy
• Ingredients – research what is healthy and why its needed.
• Size and proportion – too much could have too much calories.
• Balance of flavours 
• Manufacturing methods 

What will I want to see?
• Some designs of snack bars coloured in and labelled.
• Product name, logo and package.
• If possible – Photograph of the sports bar
• information about the ingredients why its needed.

Design a healthy food snack

Sport snacks are becoming a popular and tasty food 
to get you fuelled for a gym, cycle, aerobic and 
football activity. In order for them to be popular they 
must be tasty, use a balance of different textures for 
people to eat. Importantly they must have excellent 
nutrition to give the user what they need.
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Art

Task 1: Getty Museum challenge

• The Getty Museum challenged people to reconstruct pieces of art from their Gallery using 
household objects. If you look this up on the Internet, you will be able to see the amazing 
responses. My challenge to you is to do the same thing. I have put a selection of pictures 
below or you can search and choose your own. Take a photo and save them until you start 
school I have also put some of the reconstructions that I did. Looking forward to seeing what 
you do!!!

Task 2: Drawing
• Do a drawing of your favourite thing- this could be your pet, one of your family, your x-box; 

the choices are endless. You can draw in just pencil or any other media you have available; be 
as creative as you like. The paper should be at least A5 (half a side of A4) and unlined. If you 
don’t have any, then once again be creative, you could use the inside of a cereal box or an 
envelope.

• Bring the drawings with you when you start school; looking forward to seeing you then 
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Drama

A role on the wall is a great way to analyse a character and use your imagination.  Create a role on the 
wall mind map for your favourite film/cartoon character.  The inside of the gingerbread man is all about 
the character themselves.  The area outside the gingerbread man is what other characters think of 
your chosen character.  You could add a costume design to your character too.  Be creative and we look 
forward to seeing your favourite characters soon. 

Role on the wall…
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Music

What happens when you mix fun and lively music with recycling? 
You get… musycling! This is a fun form of recycling that involves 
craft, science and, above all, music! With musycling you turn rubbish 
and unwanted items into fantastic musical instruments that can be 
played again and again. 

Musycle instruments…

Instructions:
1. Firstly, think about the type of instrument you’d like to make. Will it be a 

string instrument? A shaker? A drum? A wind instrument?
2. Choose your materials – look for things that you think will make an 

interesting sound when you bang or shake them. What materials would be 
good to make the type of instrument you want?

3. Finally, once you have made and decorated your instruments, use them to 
create your own musycle song or rubbish rap. It could be a song that 
explains to people how to recycle or why recycling is good for the 
environment. 

Guitars Shakers

Drums

Have you learnt to play any 
instruments at primary school?

Do you learn any instruments 
outside of school?

Have you taken any grades on your 
instrument? If so, which grade?

What do you remember about your 
music lessons at primary school? For 
example did you learn about 
rhythms? Instruments of the 
orchestra? Famous composers? A 
particular piece of music?

How much singing did you do at 
primary school and what songs can 
you remember singing?

Did you take part in any musical 
groups at primary school? If so,
what?

What musical groups would you like 
to take part in at Magnus?

What do you like listening to at 
home?

My musical experience…



Determination, Integrity, Ambition, Humility, Compassion

Physical education

• Create a collage of any physical 
activity you have been doing during 
lockdown.

• This can include walking, cycling, 
running, PE with Joe Wicks, workouts, 
football, karate, etc…

• Can you explain how completing this 
exercise has made you feel?
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STEM

Use the link above to see an explanation from our very own Mr Crowther to explain 
how you can enter the Top Trumps competition when you come to Magnus. 

This is a great introduction to some of our courses that you might study as 
additional subjects once you reach year 10, or possibly an enrichment session.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UOy0oq7FFMw&fe
ature=youtu.be

Top Trumps is a card game that was first published in 1978. Each 
card contains a list of numerical data, and the aim of the game is to 
compare these values to try to trump and win an opponent's card.


