
 

 

Developing your understanding and use of connectives 
 
Connectives are words which join (connect) parts of a sentence or a paragraph together.  
Different connectives work in different ways. 
 
Task 1  
Decide which category the connective is in by colour-coding the boxes and highlighting the 
words which fit into that group.  
 

overall because however firstly furthermore 

also moreover finally as well as as a result 

consequently last of all therefore additionally to sum up 

secondly naturally as a consequence resulting in so 
 

Which of these words are… 
• Connectives to explain cause and effect?  
• Connectives to put ideas in order? 
• Connectives for summing up? 
• Connectives for adding points? 

 

Task 2  
Use words from the table to complete the following sentences.  
 

1. (Choose the same connective for all three sentences)  
           I took an umbrella…………………………….. it was raining. 
           I went to the shop…………………………….. we needed some milk. 
           ……………………………..I was cold, I put on a jumper. 
 

2. (The sentences have been changed around – choose some different connectives)  
It was raining……………………………..I took an umbrella 

          We needed some milk……………………………..I went to the shop. 
          I put on a jumper……………………………..I was warm. 
 

3. (Choose the same connective for all three sentences)  
  I got detention……………………………..I didn’t do my homework. 
  The window broke……………………………..I kicked a ball at it. 
  He was punished……………………………..he broke the law. 
 

4. (The sentences have been changed around – choose some different connectives)  
I didn’t do my homework…………………………….. I got detention. 
I kicked the ball at the window……………………………..it broke. 
He broke the law……………………………..he was punished.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Reading Comprehension 
 
Read the two extracts and complete the questions. 
Extract one is taken from the short story ‘The selfish Giant’ by Oscar Wilde 

 

Every afternoon, as they were coming home from school, the children used to go and play in 
the Giant’s garden.  

It was a large, lovely garden, with soft green grass. Here and there over the grass stood 
beautiful flowers like stars, and there were twelve peach trees that in the spring-time broke 
out into delicate blossoms of pink and pearl, and in the autumn bore rich fruit. The birds sat 
on the trees and sang so sweetly that the children used to stop their games in order to listen 
to them. ‘How happy we are here!’ they cried to each other.  

One day the Giant came back. He had been to visit his friend the Cornish ogre and had stayed 
with him for seven years. After the seven years were over he had said all that he had to say, 
for his conversation was limited, and he determined to return to his own castle. When he 
arrived he saw the children playing in the garden. 

‘What are you doing there?’ he cried in a very gruff voice, and the children ran away.  

‘My own garden is my own garden,’ said the Giant; ‘anyone can understand that, and I will 
allow nobody to play in it but myself.’ So he built a high wall all round it, and put up a notice 
board.  

TRESPASSERS  

WILL BE 

PROSECUTED.  

He was a very selfish Giant.  

The poor children had nowhere to play. They tried to play on the road, but the road was very 
dusty and full of hard stones, and they did not like it. They used to wander round the high wall 
when their lessons were over and talk about the beautiful garden inside. ‘How happy we were 
there,’ they said to each other.  

Then the Spring came and all over the country there were little blossoms and little birds. Only 
in the garden of the Selfish Giant it was still winter. The birds did not care to sing in it as 
there were no children and the trees forgot to blossom. Once a beautiful flower put its head 
out from the grass but when it saw the notice-board it was so sorry for the children that it 
slipped back into the ground again and went off to sleep. The only people who were pleased 
were the Snow and the Frost.  

‘Spring has forgotten this garden,’ they cried, ‘so we will live here all the year round.’ The 
Snow covered up the grass with her great white cloak and the Frost painted all the trees 
silver. Then they invited the North Wind to stay with them, and he came. He was wrapped in 
furs and he roared all day about the garden and blew the chimney pots down.  

‘This is a delightful spot,’ he said, ‘we must ask the Hail to visit.’ So the Hail came. Every day 
for three hours he rattled on the roof of the castle till he broke most of the slates and then he 
ran round and round the garden as fast as he could go. He was dressed in grey, and his breath 
was like ice.  



 

 

‘The Selfish Giant’ comprehension questions 

1. Write down seven adjectives that the author has used in the second paragraph which 
begins ‘It was a large …’ 

 ..................................................................................................  

 ..................................................................................................  
 ..................................................................................................  

 ..................................................................................................  
 ..................................................................................................  

 ..................................................................................................  

2. Tick the statements from this list that are true:  

 The garden had pear trees. 

 The children loved listening to the birds singing.  

 The children had got used to playing in the garden as the Giant had been away for a 
while.  

 The Giant put up a sign that said ‘Stay off the grass’. 

3. How did the Giant make sure that the children could not get into the garden to play in it?  

 ..................................................................................................  

 ..................................................................................................  
 ..................................................................................................  

 ..................................................................................................  
 ..................................................................................................  

 ..................................................................................................  

 ..................................................................................................  

4. What did the words on his noticeboard mean?  

 ..................................................................................................  
 ..................................................................................................  

 ..................................................................................................  
 ..................................................................................................  

 ..................................................................................................  

 ..................................................................................................  
 ..................................................................................................  

5. Find and copy the quotation that proves the road was not suitable for playing on. 

 ..................................................................................................  

 ..................................................................................................  
 ..................................................................................................  

 ..................................................................................................  
 



 

 

6. When Spring comes to the rest of the country, what happened to the birds, trees and 
flowers in the Giant’s garden?  

 ..................................................................................................  

 ..................................................................................................  

 ..................................................................................................  
 ..................................................................................................  

 ..................................................................................................  
 ..................................................................................................  

 ..................................................................................................  

7. Find and copy the sentence that proves that the garden was covered in snow and ice.  

 ..................................................................................................  
 ..................................................................................................  

 ..................................................................................................  

 ..................................................................................................  
 ..................................................................................................  

 ..................................................................................................  

8. How was the North Wind dressed?  

 ..................................................................................................  
 ..................................................................................................  

 ..................................................................................................  

 ..................................................................................................  
 ..................................................................................................  

 ..................................................................................................  

9. What damage was done to the Giant’s house?  

 ..................................................................................................  
 ..................................................................................................  

 ..................................................................................................  
 ..................................................................................................  

 ..................................................................................................  

 ..................................................................................................  

10. Explain how the author has made the weather sound as if it is real people.  

 ..................................................................................................  
 ..................................................................................................  

 ..................................................................................................  
 ..................................................................................................  

 ..................................................................................................  
 ..................................................................................................  

 ..................................................................................................  

 



 

 

CHALLENGE: Extract two is taken from Oliver Twist by Charles DIckens 
 
This is the famous section of the story where Oliver goes against all the rules of being in the 
workhouse and dares to ask for more food.  

The evening arrived; the boys took their places. The master, in his cook’s uniform, 
stationed himself at the copper; his pauper assistants ranged themselves behind him; the 
gruel was served out; and a long grace was said over the short commons. The gruel 
disappeared; the boys whispered to each other, and winked at Oliver; while his next 
neighbours nudged him. Child as he was, he was desperate with hunger, and reckless with 
misery. He rose from the table; and advancing to the master, basin and spoon in hand, said: 
somewhat alarmed at his own temerity: 

“Please, sir, I want some more.” 

The master was a fat, healthy man; but he turned very pale. He gazed in stupefied 
astonishment on the small rebel for some seconds; and then clung for support to the 
copper. The assistants were paralysed with wonder; the boys with fear.  

“What!” said the master at length, in a faint voice.  

“Please, sir,” replied Oliver, “I want some more.” 

The master aimed a blow at Oliver’s head with the ladle; pinioned him in his arms; and 
shrieked aloud for the beadle ...  

… Oliver was ordered into instant confinement; and a bill was next morning pasted on the 
outside of the gate, offering a reward of five pounds to anybody who would take Oliver 
Twist off the hands of the parish. 

  

a. Gruel = very thin tasteless porridge 

b. Copper – the huge pot that the gruel would be served from.  

c. Pauper= a poor person.  

d. Confinement = being locked away.  

 



 

 
 

 



 

 

 


