
 
 

Home Learning Project – Year 8: Extended writing  
In order to show that you can work independently, you must ensure that you complete a minimum of 4 
tasks (although one is optional) over the next 3 weeks to a good standard, and have your parents/ carers 

sign the sheet confirming that you are working regularly on the project.  
. Al l  tasks must be at least 1.5 A4 pages long. 

 

Ac tivity Complete?  
Parent/ 

Carer initial 

If I ruled the school… 
Imagine that you were able to open your own school tomorrow. Write your first newsletter to 
parents and students, explaining some of your brilliant plans for the school. 
Remember to:  

- Plan your newsletter and organise your ideas into paragraphs 
- Choose your words carefully to engage and entertain the reader 
- Pay attention to spelling, punctuation and grammar 

  

A festival of your own… 
Imagine you are a festival director. Write a letter to festival promoters explaining why they 
should fund your amazing ideas for a festival. It could be music, film, comedy, sports or anything 
else. What would make your festival unique and make it stand out to the funders? 
Remember to:  

- Plan your letter 
- Organise your ideas into paragraphs 
- Choose your words carefully to engage and persuade the reader 
- Pay attention to spelling, punctuation and grammar 

  

Inspire… 
Imagine that you are a leading sports coach. Write an inspirational speech to be delivered to 
your team or squad of elite sports competitors ahead of an important match or competition.  
Remember to: 

- Plan your speech 
- Organise your ideas into paragraphs 
- Choose your words carefully to persuade and inspire the reader 
- Pay attention to spelling, punctuation and grammar 

  

Another world… 
Imagine what life is like on a different planet. Create the species and the life that lives there. 
Write the opening of a novel set on this planet, and make sure you describe the setting in some 
detail so that we can imagine it vividly.  
Remember to: 

- Plan your story 
- Organise your ideas into paragraphs 
- Choose your words carefully to entertain the reader 
- Pay attention to spelling, punctuation and grammar 

  

OPTIONAL: Today you are going to write a journal/diary of what life is like at the moment.  Think 
about future history books:  they will include whole chapters about ‘The time the world was hit 
by Covid-19’.   
Write your views, your experiences, what you’ve learned from the experience.   
Pay attention to spelling, punctuation and grammar 

  

Today you are going to write a review of a book, film or TV series you’ve watched.  Remember 
you don’t have to like it!  Include the following: 

• The title 
• A summary of what it’s about (without giving anything away) 
• What was good about it 
• What was not-so-good about it 
• Who might like it 
• Star rating for it 

  



 
 
Today you are going to write a guide to Magnus Academy for incoming Y6 students.  It needs to 
be informative and reassuring and can be in the format of a leaflet, booklet or simple guide.  
Consider including the following: 

• A map of the main areas 
• An explanation of subjects – especially if they’re different to primary school 
• An explanation of things which aren’t school subjects e.g. conduct cards, iChoose, tutor 

time, canteen/food etc 
• Anything that you think Y6 may be worried about – maybe answering some ‘imagined’ 

questions from Y6 
• Advice on how to get the best out of their experience. 

  

Today you are going to write about someone you admire.  This person could be someone alive or 
not, famous/well-known or not.  Include the following: 

• Who they are 
• What do they do 
• What do you like/admire/respect about them?  Why? 
• What impact have they had in your life? 
• Remember to pay attention to spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

  

Today you are going to write the script for a TV advert for a new car/vehicle/form of transport.  
But first, you need to design it!  Is it a futuristic car?  An environmentally-friendly vehicle?  The 
most luxurious plane?  YOU decide what this is. 

• Draw a diagram of it, with labels – what makes this different to previous ones? 
• Write some really descriptive words to ‘sell’ it 
• Watch some TV adverts for various products – what do you notice? 
• Write the script that a voiceover person would say for a 1 minute advert. 
• Test it out on someone at home…would they buy this product? 

  

  
Superstar Challenge  

Make your work look and feel as if professional writers have written them. Think about how you could make 
your stories look like real books (covers/blurbs etc), and make your letter look real too (address, envelope 

etc.) 
The best entries will earn a prize when we return to school. 


