
Family Diversity
L3 Changing Family Patterns 



Do now

• Which of the family types do you think have increased in the UK the 
most?

• Give a reason for your answer.



Social trends
• Official statistics clearly show that the variety of family types has increased in Britain 

since the mid 20th century- there is no such thing as ‘the British family’- there are 
several kinds of family structure out there.

• Two of the biggest increases in household type have been single person households 
and lone parent family households. 

• Most of the lone parents are women. Why do you think most lone (single) parents 
are women?

• Single person households increased by 500 000 from 2003 to 2013 this rise can be 
linked to the increase in divorces and a rise in people over 65 living alone.

• The fastest growing household type is multi-family households- there was an increase 
of 56%; this is largely due to the growing number of beanpole families – grandparents 
might live with one of their grown up children and any grandchildren in a multi-family 
household.

Task
1. What would be good/the benefits of living in a beanpole family?
2. What would be the negatives of living in a beanpole family?



Rapoport and Rapoport (1982) Five types of 
Family Diversity
Organisational
diversity

Differences in the ways families are structured – nuclear, extended, reconstituted or 
any other form.

Cultural diversity Differences that happen because of different norms and values of different cultures.

Class diversity Different views are often help by different parts of society concerning families-
richer parents can send their children to boarding school for example where as 
poorer families cannot do this so they have different relationships.

Life course diversity Diversity caused by the different stages people have reached in their lives – family 
relationships tend to be different for newly-weds with children, childless couples 
and people with grown-up children.

Cohort diveristy Differences created by the historical periods the family have lived through. For 
example children who reached maturity in the 1980s may have remained 
dependent on their parents for longer due to high unemployment.

Task
Choose one of these types and do some research on it – find out about a type of diversity.



Marriage and cohabitation

• Why do you think people get married? 
• Why do you think people choose to live together and not get 

married?



Reasons for marriage
The top ten reasons people get married are: -
- Love
- To show commitment
- To share your life
- Tradition
- It is a norm
- To have children
- To please family
- To grow old with someone
- Financial stability
- To have a support system
Task
1. Which 3 of the reasons do you think are the best ones for people to 
get married? Give reasons for your opinion.
2. Which 2 of the reasons are not good reasons to get married? Give 
reasons for your opinion.



Reasons for co-habitation
The top reasons for cohabitation are: -
- To see if you can live together as a couple.
- To protect your finances.
- People live longer so if you marry and stay together this could be 50+ years so 

people want to think about it.
- You might not be able to live together.
- You might change.
- There’s no stigma attached to living together now.
- It saves your money.
- If it doesn’t work you don’t need to get divorced.
Tasks
1. What are the best reasons for cohabitation? Give reasons for your opinion.
2. What are the worst reasons for cohabitation? Give reasons for your opinion.



Families: Childhood
Lesson 4 



Do now

Question
Do you think childhood has changed much in 
the last 100 years? Give reasons for your 
opinion.



What is childhood?

• Sociologists say childhood is not only a biological stage of development it is a social 
construct as well.  The idea of how children are different from adults in their values, 
behavior and attitudes is not the same everywhere in the world and it hasn’t been 
the same for all times. 

• Different societies, with different cultures and values, can view childhood in 
different ways. An example of this is the age you can leave education in Britain this 
has moved from 12 to 18 in the last century. It is now illegal to leave school and 
work full time at the age of 12.

• The minimum legal age for marriage has risen in Britain to 16 in 1929, before this 
girls could be married at 12 and boys at 14 (with parental permission). This means 
the age that childhood ends and adulthood begins has moved in line with social 
attitudes.



Difference between child and adulthood?

Jane Pilcher (1995) highlighted the separateness of childhood from 
other life phrases. 

What do you think the main differences are between a child and an 
adult? Write these down.

For Pilcher children have different rights and duties from adults and are 
regulated and protected by special laws.



Aries (1962) Cult of 
Childhood
The concept of childhood in Western 
European society has only existed in the 
last 300 years. Before this, in medieval 
society, a child took on the role of an 
adults as soon as it was physically able. 
Children in medieval paintings look like 
mini adults. 
With industrialization, social attitudes 
changed and people began to value 
children as needing specialized care and 
nurturing. The importance of the child 
reinforced the importance of the role of 
the housewife – it was the housewife’s 
job to look after children. 
This ‘cult of the child’ first developed in 
the middle classes and over time has 
become a part of working class values. 

Questions
1. How long has the concept of childhood existed?
2. In medieval society when did a child become an 

adult?
3. What ‘evidence’ did Aries use to say this?
4. When did the opinion of children and what they 

need change?
5. What role was linked to the ‘new’ view of 

childhood?
6. Who developed the new idea of the ‘cult of the 

child’ and what happened after this?
7. Do you agree about the medieval paintings?



Childhood varies according to class, gender and ethnicity.

Some sociologists suggest that the 
experience of childhood varies depending on 
class, gender and ethnicity.
Children living in poverty tend to suffer 
poorer health, a lack of basic necessities, 
lower achievement in school, poorer life 
choices and higher cases of neglect and 
abuse.
Children from low-income, working class 
families are more likely to live in poverty. 
Black and dual heritage children are more 
likely to end up in care than white or Asian 
children.

Asian families were much stricter 
with their daughters than their 
sons.
A study of families showed that 
parents generally give boys more 
freedom than girls to travel around 
their local areas unaccompanied, 
cross roads and go out after dark. 
Girls perform more household 
chores than boys – this trend is 
particularly true in lone-parent 
households.

Tasks
Choose 3 points to discuss – things 
you agree with or things you 
disagree with. Give reasons for 
your opinions.



Year 9 Introduction to Social 
Sciences

Lesson 5

What is the impact of family?



Do now

1/ What do you think of when someone says the word ‘family?’
2/ What is a family?
3/ How many types of family can you list?



Learning Outcomes…
• To remember previous knowledge.
• To reflect on some technical vocabulary.
• To analyse some information and answer 

questions.
• To reflect upon our own experiences of 

family and relationships with our 
siblings.

Bigger Picture

To look at attachment, 
families, dysfunction 
and stress.

What is the impact of 
family?

Compassion – listen to the opinions/stories of others, 
comment but no rudeness, people should be praised for 
offering a contribution.



Watch and take notes

• Watch the short clip about families- write down at least 3 things that 
help us understand what a family is and note down any family types.

https://youtu.be/WyVfaB2nlao

https://youtu.be/WyVfaB2nlao


Tom, 29
When I discovered I was going to be a dad, I was 16. My girlfriend and I had split up and I had been 
kicked out of school. I was living with my mother, brother and sister on a council estate, and we had 
no money. I took jobs in a warehouse, a butcher’s, did scaffolding and bricklaying, working from six in 
the morning till six at night, doing anything I could to buy whatever this baby was going to need.

As soon as he was born, I laid him on my bare chest and fell in love. His mum didn’t stay in the picture 
long, so he came to live with me at my mum’s. I’d wake up at night to feed him. I’d go and see my 
friends with him strapped to my chest, just enjoying having him with me.

I take him with me when I DJ around the world and we have a great time. He’s such a good boy and he 
wants to pass his exams and go to university. I’m so proud of him.

Deaconn, 12
My dad was – and still is – a very fun dad. When I was younger, we’d have Nerf gun wars every night. I 
love going on holiday with him.

I’d describe him as perfect, although he can be a bit cheesy. When I was growing up, he made me 
wear clothes that matched his, which was fine at the time, but I wear my own things now.

He’s pretty soft-going, but strict when he needs to be. He’s a very bad cook – we eat out a lot, which 
is why I’ve grown to love all different types of food. I wouldn’t mind a home-cooked meal once or 
twice, though.

Read the extract below and then answer the questions.

Questions
1/ What family type are Tom and 
Deaconn?

2/ What is not ‘typical’ about 
them as a single family?

3/ What do you think Tom has 
gained from being a dad at 16? 
What has he given Deaconn?

4/ What do you think Deaconn
has been given from Tom?

5/ Is this a successful family? 
Give reasons for your opinion.



What do you think?
Record your answers to the 
following:-

1/ What do you feel a family 
should give a child?
2/ What are the positives about 
being in a family?
3/ What are the negatives about 
being in a family?



How 
family 
helps…

Form 
emotional 

attachments

First social 
interactions

Influences your 
views

Tells you about 
acceptable 

social 
behaviour

Meets physical 
needs-

protection, 
food, shelter 
and warmth

Support –
emotional and 

protection 
from stress

Help financially 
or practically

Question
1. Which two of these are the 
most important positive aspects 
of being in a family? Explain your 
answer.

Question
2. Which two of these aspects 
do you feel you could get from 
a different source? You don’t 
need a family for them? Give 
reasons for your view.

Copy the 
information



Sibling Rivalry
In his social learning theory, Bandura explored the impact of role modelling and imitating 
behaviour.
Quick Question- can anyone remember what Bandura’s research was and what he proved?
If a family isn’t working as well as it could or should you could get children that are aggressive 
in nature or that display bullying behaviour.
Rosenthal and Doherty (1984) suggests that if children have a rival (enemy) and this is their 
sibling (brother or sister) there may be an indication that the child displaying this behaviour is 
imitating it from their parent/carer.  The child may be trying to gain a sense of control and 
power in a household in which they feel helpless and powerless.
Parents/carers can cause stress between siblings by encouraging competition and conflict 
between their children.

1/ Do you think it’s natural for siblings to argue/fight?
2/ If you have siblings what is the worst thing that you have done to each other? For example 
Miss Butterfield’s brother put itching powder in her bed to try and stop her from sleeping, but 
it turned out she is allergic to it and came out in big blood blisters- so he got into trouble. He 
also once put live maggots in her lunch box!! 
3/ Do you think parents can cause issues between their children? Explain your answer.



Homework

• Ask 3 people to tell you: -
a/ What family type they grew up in.
b/ What they feel is important in a family. 
c/ If they have brothers and sisters- how did they treat each other?
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