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Complete this booklet during your Drama lessons. 
Don’t forget to save your work! 



Year 9 DRAMA 

PROJECT: Noughts and Crosses, taking a play from 
page to stage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Skills/Knowledge/Techniques 

Text Analysis 

Interpreting a script for performance as an actor, 
director and designer 

Realising a theatrical concept 

The theatrical design process. 

In this unit you will explore, research, interpret, design direct and perform an 
extract of Noughts and Crosses by Malorie Blackman 

KEY VOCABULARY 

Here is a list of the important words that will be used often in this unit, make sure you 
understand what they mean. 

Play Text, Research, Playwright, Character, Stage Configuration, World of the Play, Set 
Design, Concept, Interpretation, Proscenium, Traverse, Thrust, In The Round, Composite Set, 

Levels, Line of Sight, Model Box. Scale, Proxemics, Movement, Pace, Pause, Pitch, Tone, 
Volume, Emphasis, Eye-contact, Gesture, Gait, Posture, Down-Stage, Upstage, Stage Left, 

Down Stage Left, Down Stage Right, Upstage Left, Upstage Right, Centre, Centre Right, 
Centre Left, Blocking, Monologue. 



Lesson 1 
In this lesson you will learn about the plot (story) of Noughts and Crosses 

 
Task 1 (20 minutes) 

 

Read through the summary of the play, Highlight important events in blue and 
information about characters in pink 

 

 Noughts & Crosses is set in a dystopian, parallel universe in which people are defined as 
Noughts and Crosses and there are important social, economic and racial divides. This 
segregated society is run by Crosses who are the dark-skinned ruling class. The Crosses 
run government, have access to money, good jobs and education while the Noughts are 
‘colourless’ members of the underclass. 

 Noughts are poorer, often working in service roles to Crosses with less access to education. 
They also have very limited access to basic human rights and there are few laws and 
protocols in society to protect them from discrimination. 

Segregation of the two races is actively encouraged and enforced. Sephy is a Cross and 
Callum is a Nought, they grow up together as best friends and become completely 
inseparable. Callum’s mum, Meggie McGregor, works for Sephy’s mum, Jasmine Hadley, as 
a housekeeper which allows Sephy and Callum’s friendship to grow. When Meggie cannot 
lie or offer an alibi to Kamal Hadley, Sephy’s dad and Home Secretary, about Jasmine’s 
infidelity she is fired. 

This compromises Callum and Sephy’s ability to be together. The segregated society they 
live in threatens their relationship until a new policy is introduced for a small number of 
Noughts to go to Cross schools. Callum passes the gruelling entrance exams to get a place 
at Heathcroft, Sephy’s school, and they imagine this will be their opportunity to be together. 
Callum’s time at school is difficult, protests start and segregation in school means Callum 
and Sephy can’t be together. This leads to arguments between them as Callum renounces 
their friendship and Sephy is attacked for having lunch with Callum and the other Noughts. 

In the middle of their difficulties at school, Callum and Sephy’s personal lives take a turn for 
the worse. Lynny, Callum’s sister, is convinced she is a Cross, a result of the trauma 
experienced in a violent attack on her and her Cross boyfriend by Noughts.  

When an argument breaks out between Callum, Ryan (Callum’s dad) and Jude (Callum’s 
brother) about her, she comes to the realisation she is a Nought and unable to live with this 
commits suicide.  

Jude and Ryan’s grief from Lynny’s death pushes them to join the Liberation Militia, a 
terrorist group using violence to fight for the rights of Noughts. Jude reveals to Callum that 
they have planted a bomb in a shopping centre that Callum and Sephy plan to meet in. 
Callum rushes to get Sephy out moments before the explosion. Jude is on the run and Ryan 
is arrested for his suspected involvement in the shopping centre bombing.  

A top Cross lawyer has been anonymously hired to defend him. Callum is convinced this is 
Sephy’s doing and becomes more determined to do well at school. When he returns to 



Heathcroft, the head teacher asks him not to attend school until the case is over. He decides 
to leave the school completely.  

During the court case, a video of Callum and Sephy running from the shopping centre is 
revealed as evidence. The jury agree on a guilty verdict and Ryan is to be hung.  

Jasmine reveals to Sephy that she paid for the lawyer. Moments before Ryan is about to be 
hung, Kamal changes the sentence to life imprisonment. However, Ryan is killed soon after 
attempting to escape prison. 

Sephy tells Callum she is going to boarding school. She begs Callum to run away with her 
and start a new life. He doesn’t reach her in time before she leaves. Callum and Sephy live 
apart for three years. In this time, Callum joins the Liberation Militia reconnecting with Jude 
and Sephy is at boarding school.  

On returning home, Callum leaves a note for Sephy asking her to meet him. When they do, 
he (with the Liberation Militia) kidnap her. In the hideaway, the Liberation Militia put out a 
series of demands including for Kamal to step down as Home Secretary. Callum is left in 
charge of Sephy as the other members go to reveal the rest of their demands in different 
locations. Callum and Sephy talk, he reveals he came to run away with her but she had 
already left. Callum tells Sephy that he loves her and they have sex. Jude returns, all the 
Liberation Militia members have been arrested or killed. He argues with Callum assuming he 
has raped Sephy and during the argument Sephy escapes from the hideaway. Sephy is 
pregnant. Eventually, it is leaked in the media as Callum’s baby and he comes to visit. 
Again, they make plans to leave when guards surround them and Callum is arrested. 

Despite pressure from her family, Sephy makes a public statement to say she was not 
raped. Kamal visits Callum in prison and attempts to make a deal with him. He says if 
Callum makes a public statement that he raped Sephy, he will get a reduced prison 
sentence. Callum doesn’t agree to the deal and is hung. Sephy gives birth to their child, 
Callie Rose McGregor, a symbol of hope for a less divided and more just world. 

 

Glossary: 

Dystopian: a society where there is great injustice and suffering 

Parallel Universe: A fictional world that is similar to ours but with some key differences 

Segregation: the act of separating people because they are different 

Underclass A group of people who don’t have many rights or much power 

Protocol Rules of behaviour that people follow. 

Discrimination Unfair treatment of people because of a difference. 

Infidelity cheating on your partner 

Gruelling Very difficult 

Renounce Give up 

 

 

 



Task 2 (30 minutes) 

Create a story board for the play Noughts and Crosses. Your story board should be 
6 – 9 Panels long and should show the key points of the play.  The first panel has 
been done for you. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

The world is divided by 
colour. The black Crosses 
rule and the white Noughts 
have no power and are 
unfairly treated 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

End of Lesson 1 



Lesson 2 
 

The Director: Taking a play from Page to Stage 

Director’s often begin the process of bringing a play from Page to Stage by 
researching into the themes of the play, historical context, versions of the play that 
have been staged before. In this lesson you will work as a director who is planning to 
stage a production of Noughts and Crosses you will learn to carry out research which 
will help you make decisions about how you want to stage the play. 

 

Task 1 (30 Minutes) 

Carry out research on the following topics: 

Segregation 

Apartheid 

Previous productions 

The author- Malorie Blackman 

 

Your research could include: 

Images 

Quotes 

Interviews 

News and magazine articles 

 

Useful Links: 

https://www.stratfordeast.com/whats-on/all-shows/noughts-and-crosses 

https://youtu.be/Q0VuZPt6TL4  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.stratfordeast.com/whats-on/all-shows/noughts-and-crosses
https://youtu.be/Q0VuZPt6TL4


Fact Sheet 

Task 2 (25 Minutes) 

Create a fact sheet showing the results of your research. You can present your facts 
any way you wish. You must not cut and paste chunks of text from the internet, 

unless it is a quote, the words must be your own! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

End of Lesson 2 

 


