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What is ethics?  

 

 

Ao1 To understand the terms relative and absolute morality  

Ao2 To explore and reflect upon what might influence our decisions 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

The speech bubbles contain some of the influences which affect our decision-making, but there are 
many more. Dilemmas are those situations where it is difficult to decide the correct action to take.  

Task  

Imagine you are in charge of the ‘bed’ decisions on a hospital ward. You have 4 patients in need of 
intensive care, but only 3 beds are available. You must decide who DOESN’T get the bed.  

 

Who does not get the bed? Explain your choice, including a reason why each of the others are more 
deserving.   

Patient for the bed …………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Why? ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Explain why the other patients do get the beds 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Harry, age 78, a respected former surgeon. Rebecca, age 42, married with 3 young children.  
Mo, age 35, homeless veteran of 2 wars.  Sarah, age 6 month, first child to loving parents. 

Religious People take guidance from 
their holy books and what religious 

leaders say.  

For most of us, the people who care 
for us at home are our biggest 

influence, at least until our teenage 
years.  

The law rules us all. We have to follow it or suffer 
the consequences.  

Is it easy to make decisions? 

The Media – internet, TV, 
newspapers, social media – is 
everywhere. It gives all kinds of 

i i  d id   
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………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Task  

A little more information on the patients  

 

Has your original decision changed, now that you have more information?  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Explain what changed and why.  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Morality is the idea of right and wrong. There are 2 types of morality – absolute and relative 
morality.  

 

 

 

Religions all have moral codes. For religious people, this is very important as a guide in their lives. 
They believe it is right to follow the code, and that the quality of their next life might depend on 
their decisions.  

 

Harry, has the best chance of survival  Rebecca, is an alcoholic.  
Mo, has 3 awards for bravery because he saved 
the lives of others.  

Even if Sarah, lives, she will never be able to live 
independently or look after herself.  

Absolute Morality is unchanging – the same attitude towards something even 
when it seems wrong or foolish.   

Relative Morality – is changing. The decision made are based on the situation.  
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Task   

 

Using the headline above, what would you say if:  

a) The man was a friend or relative of yours? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

b) It had been your shop he had stolen from? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

c) He had done this many times before?  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Is there any law that should not be broken? 

 

Ao1 To explore the reasons why people keep the law 

Ao2 To consider whether it is ever right to break the law in the light of religious beliefs 

 

The law means the rules agreed by Parliament for all citizens of the country to follow. There are laws 
about criminal behaviour, to do with finances and property, to do with work, family, inheritance and 
taxation. If the laws are broken, punished will be carried out according to the justice system that is 
in place.  

There are many reasons why most people do not break the law. For example;  

• Staying safe and protecting people 
• Maintain a peaceful society 
• Brought up to keep the law 
• Respect for authority 
• Agree with the law 
• Want to do the right thing  

 
 
 
 

Man jailed for theft of food 

When might you consider breaking the law?  

Task  

Add 3 more reasons why most people do not 
break the law  
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Religious believers have their own religious rules, but they must still adhere to the laws of the 
country in which they live.  

Task  

Write an example of a law which uses common sense?  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  

Christians look to the teaching of St Paul from the New Testament for their attitude to the laws of 
the land that they live in. St Paul said that every person should follow the law, because God has given 
the government their power. He said that the government are God’s servants, and people have nothing 
to fear from them, especially if those people behave. This encourages Christians to follow the law.  

However, religious people do break the law at times. And of course, there are people who claim to be 
religious, then do bad things. There are religious people who break the law for what they see to be a 
morally right reason.  

In the New Testament, it says, ‘if you are led by the spirit, you are not under the law’. The Qur’an 
tells Muslims to ‘fight oppression’. Sikhs have a duty for ‘fight injustice’. All of these show that 
religious people can break the law in the right circumstances as they believe that God’s laws are more 
important than the laws of the government.  

People use their conscience to help them decide whether to keep or break the law, and that may or 
may not be guided by their religious beliefs. Your conscience is your voice in your head which tells you 
what is right or wrong and makes you feel a sense of guilt.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In my own country, I had been persecuted 
because of my religious beliefs, so I paid 
smugglers a lot of money to get me into 
another country where I rebuilt my life. I 

didn’t trust the authorities not to send me 
back, so I got false papers and lived there 

illegally.  

The government of my country have targeted my 
people, killing many of them. So, I have joined the 

rebel groups and work with them. Of course, as 
rebels we are breaking the law- but it is the only 
way I can help save my people. This is a fight for 
justice and survival. My religion teaches that we 

should fight for justice, if necessary.  

The government gave permission for scientists 
to grow genetically modified crops in fields 

near my town. What the scientists have done 
meddles with the very fabric of God’s creation 
– an insult to God. I helped a group of others to 

burn the fields – committing the crime of 
arson.  

My religion teaches me that it is wrong to steal, 
but I stole food for my family. We have only 
enough money each week to live on and one 

week it was too little. There is no food bank near 
me and I had no way to feed my children, so I 

stole food for them.  
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Task  

Read the 4 speech bubbles and the text and use them to help explain why some religious people 
deliberately break the law.  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  

 

The Sanctity of life  

Ao1 To understand the term ‘sanctity of life  

Ao2 To explore how the belief in sanctity of life can influence decisions  

 

Christians, Muslims and Jewish people believe God created each of us uniquely as special individuals. 
We each have a sol, which will live in heaven with God after we die. As life is special, they believe it 
should be protected and not damaged. God gave us life, and God will take that life away.  

For non-religious people, life- especially human life – is seen as very important and must be protected.  

Task  

What is meant by ‘sanctity of life’?  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Which form of life – human, animal or plant is most important? Explain your reasons  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Just how special is life?  
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………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

All religions say that human life is the highest form of life. Sometimes, this belief has led to humans 
taking advantage of the rest of the world. We have made animals and plants extinct, destroyed 
habitats and exploited nature. Humans have the ability through technology to do more damage than 
any other form of life. For reasons including religion, greed and power, we have not always paid 
attention to the sanctity of all life.  

Task  

The Table shows 3 scenarios, each focused on a different form of life. In the box write the ways 
that belief in sanctity of life is being shown and/or how a lack of such belief is shown.  

Form of 
life 

Scenario Belief 

Human A woman who is 4 months pregnant finds out she has 
a serious heart condition. If she gives birth, she will 
probably die but the foetus will survive. By having an 
abortion, she will live but the foetus will die. The 
woman is 26.  

 

Animal Religions believe that all animals are creations of 
God. Most animals in the UK that are born on farms 
end up on our plates. They live short lives before 
being killed. The fact that they are killed may be 
viewed as cruel by some, but many people agree that 
taste good for dinner.  

 

Plant In the rainforest trees are being cut down. These 
rainforest plants remove CO2 from the atmosphere, 
and it is likely that cures for human diseases could 
be developed from some rainforest plants. However, 
poor people living in these areas need to clear the 
land to grow crops to feed their hungry families.  

 

 

For religious people, belief in the sanctity of life affects so much of what they do and their attitude 
to many issues. For example, many religious people are vegetarian – so no animal is killed for them to 
eat. They often decide not to fight in a war so they will not kill anyone but might work as a medic 
helping those injured in war. Many do not support the death penalty, but may support full life 
imprisonment to protect others in society. Many disagree with both abortion and euthanasia, saying it 
is God’s right to take life, not ours, and seeing both as a destruction of life given by God.  
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Task  

Explain how religious people show through their actions and decision their belief in the sanctity of 
life.  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Environmental Ethics  

Ao1 To understand what ‘belief in the created world means’  

Ao2 To evaluate the importance of environmental action  

 

Scientific evidence proves that humans have caused an increase in the levels of greenhouse gases in 
the Earth’s atmosphere, leading to higher global temperatures – global warming. This means that 
humans are to blame for rising sea levels, melting ice sheets, extreme weather events and plant and 
animal extinctions. Humans pollute the world and destroy nature – our planet would certainly be safer 
without humans living on it.  

Many religious people believe in a God who created the world. God created it, and gave it as His gift, 
so it needs to be looked after. Many believe that humans are caretakers of the world, for example, 
Christians, Muslims and Jewish people believe they were given an instruction by God to be ‘stewards 
of the world’. Other religions believe the world should be looked after because the essence of God is 
within all of nature. Many believe that caring for the world is an act of worship and they will receive 
reward in the afterlife for doing so.  

 

 

 

Should protecting the environment be 
the central focus for religious people?  
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Task  

Give some reasons, including religious ones, why religious people believe they need to help the planet.  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Task  

Research (you are able to use the internet) some religious organisations for each of the major 6 
religions (Christianity, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism, Buddhism and Hinduism) which focus on 
environmental action.  
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Animal rights, human wrongs?  

Ao1 To know what is meant by ‘animal rights’  

Ao2 To explore the different views people have about the treatment and uses of animals and to 
reflect upon the reasons why animals should have rights  

We use animals in many ways – as food and clothing, as beasts of burden and working animals, as 
companions, as a source of entertainment or learning.  

 

Should animals have rights?  
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Task  

Create a spider diagram for the ways in which humans use animals  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Task  

Explain why it is important to treat animals well, whatever they are used for.  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Task  

Read the speech bubbles above. Write 3 sentences to show why animals should have rights 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

All species are equal – humans should not 
have any more rights than any other species, 

whether animal, bird or fish  

Some animals deserve more rights than some humans – 
they are far more helpful, loyal and loving to society.  

Religious people are taught to respect 
God’s creatures. Having senses and being 

able to feel pain makes animals just as 
important as humans are.  

Any animal we own or use has the right to be treated 
well – at the end of the day, if we don’t do that, they 

won’t keep doing what we need them to do.  

Animals keep us safe, even save our lives sometimes (for example, rescue dogs) and they often give their lives 
for us, so they deserve to have rights.  

Animals provide love, comfort, hope, 
companionship and joy – that should all be 
rewarded in return by them having rights.  

To harm animals intentionally by hunting, cruelty or abuse, caging them, destroying their environments, 
starving them or experimenting on them is simply unacceptable; a human wrong that we should all be ashamed 

of! Humans are meant to be compassionate, not inflict pain.  
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Task  

Read the speech bubble above. Write 3 sentences to show why human rights should take priority 
over animal rights  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

 

 

 

Humans have always hunted – for food, 
clothing and resources like ivory or fur. Humans 

use whatever is in the world to make easier – 
including animals and their parts. It is our right 

to have these things.  

God mad humans the most intelligent and gave us 
dominion or power and control over the rest of His 

creation, so we should use that power – simple as that! 
Human rights take priority.  

Better for an animal to be used instead of a human, whether to help another human or to save human life or 
make human life more comfortable. There is already too much human suffering in the world – let us not get 

emotional about animals and their rights.  

Humans are superior so we should be able to use 
animals however, we want- they are there for our 

needs. Human rights every time.  

Scientific experiments might seem cruel but if they 
result in cures for diseases, which affect us, they 

should be done. We need to find cures - the animal 
suffering is worthwhile because it is for the greater 

good for humans.  
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Drugs & Religion 

Ao1 To explore why people might abuse drugs  

Ao2 To reflect on how beliefs about the mind and body might affect religious attitudes to drugs  

 

Drugs are substances that affect our mind and/or body. They are usually eaten, injected, smoked or 
inhaled. They are considered dangerous because if they are misused or abused they can harm us and 
we can harm others as a result of our drug use. Doctors prescribe drugs (medicine) to help us, but 
even medicines, if overused, can be dangerous. Alcohol and Tabaco are legal drugs, but everyone 
knows these can cause great harm to our health. Overuse of any drug can lead to addiction, which 
means relying on the drug and being unable to do without it. Addiction also means a person’s focus is 
on getting that drug – it becomes the most important thing to manage each day. It can make a person 
very selfish as they think only of how to feed their addiction.   

Drug abuse means the misuse of a drug or medicine. Drug abuse over a period of time can be very 
dangerous for our mental and/or physical health, even risking death, because our bodies cannot cope 
and become damaged.  

Task  

Create a spider diagram as to why people misuse drugs  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why do some people abuse drugs?  
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Task  

Explain why drug abuse can be dangerous to the user and to others  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

There are many religious ideas about mind and body and how people should live.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christianity says we are created in the image of 
God. Hinduism and Sikhism say we have the 

essence of the divine within us. This makes our 
mind and body special – so we should protect 

them and keep them pure.  

All religions insist it is important to show love 
for others., for example, by behaving 

compassionately towards them and by helping 
those in need. This is about being selfless, not 

selfish, thinking of others before ourselves.  

All religions believe that all life is sacred (sanctity of life) 
and should be respected and cared for. that includes the 
lives and well-being of other people as well as our own.  

Religions talk about developing self-
discipline, so that we can follow the 

guidance of a religion and do the right 
things. This allows us a better chance of 
going to heaven, or a better rebirth or 
reincarnation. When we don’t control 

ourselves, we can hurt others.  For Islam, Judaism, Christianity, Hinduism and Sikhism, it 
is important to focus on God. Sikhs talk about being 
gurmukh – God centred; Muslims are encouraged to 

keep their mind on Allah at all times.  
Buddhism states that ‘health is the greatest gift’ – 

and all religions agree that we should keep 
ourselves healthy. Good health means we can 

work hard, have healthy minds and experiences 
and more happiness.  

Drugs are a ‘no-no’ for religious people.  
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Task  

Explain why religions generally disagree with drug abuse.  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

Medical Ethics  

Ao1 To understand how medical knowledge may be seen as a gift from God  

Ao2 To reflect on whether humans have gone too far with medicine.  

 

Medicine has always been part of human life. Before modern science, all medicine came from natural 
sources. As humans developed their knowledge, so medicine developed. Due to the work that has been 
carried out we know more about the human body, can spot more diseases, and can treat many of them 
more effectively than ever before. Some people question whether medical research and some medical 
procedures have gone too far.  

The first organ transplant was a kidney from one twin to another in 1954. A person can live with only 
one kidney – they are known as a living donor. The first heart transplant was in 1967.  

The definition of death has been expanded to include brain death so that people in certain kinds of 
comas can be declared dead. This has increased the number of organs available and those organs are 
capable of being transplanted successfully. Many people carry donor cards to show they consent to be 
an organ donor, as they could not do that is they are unconscious on life support or dead. Saving life 
is important in all religions, so organ donation is encouraged.  

 

 

 

 

Has medicine gone too 
far?  

Organ transplantation is a miracle. Someone in need gets 
life from someone else’s death. God must have given us 

this knowledge. Donating shows love and helps people – a 
good thing.  

I do worry about who gets the organ, and 
how that is decided – is it always fair? Do 

the really deserving people get them?  
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Task  

Read all of the speech bubble comments about organ transplantation / donation. Which one do you 
agree with and why?  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Religious believers are certain that God wants them to have children and that God blesses a marriage 
with children. However, not all couples find it easy to become pregnant. Medicine has developed a 
number of processes to help couples conceive (get pregnant), who fifty years ago would have been 
unable to do so. The most commonly known treatments are in vitro fertilisation (IVF), artificial 
insemination from a husband / partner (AIH) and artificial insemination from a donor (AID). In all 
these treatments, scientists help the conception process, so pregnancy does not happen naturally. 

It is a worry. We should be buried whole, not cut up for 
our parts. Who knows if the person on life support 
might have recovered? But a doctor decided they 

won’t, so switches off their machine, kills them and 
then takes their parts.  

Being a living donor is a great act of kindness. As 
long as the donor doesn’t get sick after donating, 

that is – which happens, even if it is rare. 
Compassion and love are really important 

whether you are religious or not.  

If you donate an organ, you should be paid. There is recovery time and 
possibly health issues. More people would donate. Families of the dead 

donor could get some money as well.  
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Many religious people see these methods as knowledge from God to help humans fulfil God’s command 
to have children. However, many religious believers disagree when donor sperm or egg are used 
because this brings a third person into the marriage, so it is seen as a kind of adultery (having sex 
with someone who is not your husband or wife). Some religious believers say that if a couple cannot 
naturally conceive, then using these methods goes against what God has decided for them.  

Task  

In your opinion, has medical knowledge gone too far? Are doctors playing God? Explain your ideas.  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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Has religion passed its sell-by date?  

Ao1 To find out some reasons why religion is considered less relevant or still has relevance in 
the modern world.  

Ao2 To reflect on our personal attitudes to religion.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Religion is in the papers, on the news, it is everywhere we look 
– or is it ? Is what we see the last traces of something that used 
to be important but is no longer relevant in our modern world 
The big question is ‘Has religion passed its sell-by date?’ 

 

Years ago, science had fewer answers. 
God was used to explain everything we 
did not understand – why did things fall 
down? Because angels took them, out of 
your hand and moved them! Stuff like 
that. Now we look to science first to 
explain things, and it explains more and 
more every day. Religion is therefore 
redundant. 

The last UK census showed that the percentage of Christians living 
in the UK was the lowest on record, from 96 percent in 1840 to 59 
per cent in 2011. In a UK survey in 2018, 43 per cent of people had 
no religion at all!  

There is evidence of religion being old – 
fashioned everywhere. Loads of former 
churches are now used for other 
purposes for example; they’ve been 
converted to a dental lab, posh 
apartments and a carpet store. Loads of 
churches are falling into ruin and just 
waiting to be bulldozed. The only 
religious news is bad news – what bad 
religious people are doing. The church 
has no power, and no one takes any 
notice of it. It is on its way out! 

Religion does not deal with the major issues today. Holy books 
do not tell me about my rights as an employee, or about 
contraception, the internet or nuclear weapons. They just are 
not specific for today. Of course, religious believers can interpret 
the scriptures for today, but who knows whether they get it right 
or not? They were written long ago, for how things were then - 
not now.  

What does religion mean to 
you?  

While holy books might not 
mention modern-day stuff such 

as mobile phones, cars, space 
exploration etc., they give us 
principles for living and ideas, 

which we can use to work 
everything out.  

The 2011 census showed that a lower 
percentage of the UK population were 

Christians, but in fact the numbers of people 
who are Christians is increasing. In 1840 96% of 

the population were Christians, but that was 
only 3.6 million people. Today, 33.2 million 

people in the UK are Christians. There are more 
trained clergy, more church communities and 

many different places are being used for 
worship.  

It gives guidance in my 
life, a way to interpret 

the world. It gives 
comfort and hope in 

difficult times.  

Religion makes sense of the world around us. It explain why – 
the motives behind everything, such as why the world exists in 

the 1st place, because God wanted it to. Whereas Science is 
more about describing how everything happens – the chain of 

cause and effect . Science explains the material world and 
religion explains the spirituality behind it.  
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Task  

Read the speech bubbles above and give some reasons why people think religion is no longer relevant 
and why some people believe religion is still relevant in the modern world.  

Relevant Not relevant 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Task  

In your opinion, has Religion passed its sell by date? Explain your arguments in detail.   

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 


