
Guiseppe Arcimboldo 
 

                                                                                             
     Arcimboldo was born in 1527 in Milan. 

 
This period in time was called the Renaissance which 
means rebirth.  
 
This was because there was a re-discovery of 
classical learning which affected many things like; 
Art, literature and maths.  
 
For artists it was a great time as many rich men like 
popes and monarchs would commission paintings for 
themselves, often portraits. 
 
This is a portrait by Arcimboldo called Vertumnus.  
 
It was painted in 1590 and was a combination of his ‘Four Seasons’ series. 
 
The painting was named after the Roman god of Vegetation. However, it is actually 
the Emperor, Rudolph II, in the guise of Vertumnus. 
 
It is made up of fruits, vegetables and flowers that you would find throughout the 
whole year. His nose is a pear; his eyes are peapods and cherries.  
His chin is a horse chestnut, his hair is bunches of grapes and his ear is a corn on 
the cob. 
 
A characteristic of Renaissance Art is realism, as they liked to show off their skills 
and paint almost like a photograph.  
Puzzles and curiosities were also very popular. Both these things would explain why 
Arcimboldo did portraits of people using food in a very realistic way. 
 
His work went on to influence the Surrealists, a group of Artists painting a long time 
later in the 1900’s who did weird, dream like work that could never happen in real 
life. 
Arcimboldo died in Milan in 1593 at the age of 66 and of old age.  
 



 
Read the text and then answer the following questions in full detailed sentences. 
 
 

1. When and where was Arcimboldo born? 
 
 

2. What is the title of the painting and when was it painted? 
 
 

3. What is the face made up of? Pick out some examples. 
 
 

4. What sort of colours has he used? 
 
 

5. Who was the painting named after? 
 
 

6. Do you like the picture or not? Give constructive reasons. 
 
 

7. Copy the picture as best as you can. 
 
 


