
 

 

 

 

 

 

Knowledge Organiser: January 2020 

Year 8 

 
“Wise men and women are always learning, always listening for fresh insights.” 

Proverbs 18:15 (The Message) 
 

 

 

 
Determination     –     Integrity     –     Ambition     –     Humility     –     Compassion 

Student Name: 



Using Your Knowledge Organiser 

Your teachers have worked hard to produce this document for you and have selected the most important knowledge that you will need to know to make good progress in 
their subjects. You should aim to learn all the information in your knowledge organiser off by heart.   

Try out some of the strategies listed here to help you achieve this.  

 

1. Read the knowledge organiser and ensure you understand it. 
Try and make links between the information on it and what 
you already know and do. 
 

2. Look, Cover, Write, Check – the traditional way of learning 
spellings! 
 

3. Create a Mnemonic – Using the first letters of keywords create 
a memorable sentence or phrase. 
 

4. Create an acronym – using the first letters of keywords to 
create a word to prompt you to remember all of the 
information. 
 

5. Write it out in full on a blank version of the same format. 
 

6. Write it out in note form, reducing it to key ideas or words. Try 
the same format but a smaller piece of paper. 

 
7. Recreate the knowledge organiser as a series of images and 

words 
 

 

 

8. Write a set of test questions for yourself using the organiser.  
• Answer these without the organiser the next day.  
• Swap your questions with a friend to increase 

challenge.  
• Turn your questions in to a game by putting them 

on cards and playing with friends. 
 

9. Chunk the knowledge into smaller bitesize sections of around 
5 pieces of information. Concentrate on mastering a chunk 
before you start on the next. 
 

10. Try to make connections between the information and people 
you know. E.g. Visualise yourself trying these strategies with a 
specific teaching group. 
 

11. Talk about the information on the knowledge organiser with 
another person. Teaching someone else about it helps us learn 
it. 

 
12. Say the information out loud – rehearse it like learning lines 

for a play, or sing it as if you are in a musical!  

 



1. It doesn’t interest me how old you are.  

2. I want to know if you will risk looking like a fool 

3. For love (1) for your dream (1) for the adventure of being alive.  

4. I want to know if you can see beauty  

5. Even when it is not pretty every day.  

6. And (1) if you can source your own life from its presence. 

7. I want to know if you can live with failure (1) yours and mine 

8. And still stand on the edge of a lake 

9. and shout to the silver of the full moon (1) “Yes!”  
 
 

The Invitation (abridged) by Oriah Mountain Dreamer 

 

Determination     –     Integrity     –     Ambition     –     Humility     –     Compassion 

The poem ‘The Invitation’ is about all of the opportunities we have in life. Life is hard. And life is wonderful. “The 
Invitation” is about finding what we need-the inspiration, the determination, the courage and the commitment to 
live fully, every day. To not be afraid to make mistakes and to be passionate about what we do. 

Key 

(1) – 1 second pause 

Bold – place emphasis on the word 

 



  

Subject 
 

Hwk Set Week 1: 
w/c 6 Jan 

Hwk Set Week 2: 
w/c 13 Jan 

Hwk Set Week 3: 
w/c 20 Jan 

Hwk Set Week 4: 
w/c 27 Jan 

Hwk Set Week 5: 
w/c 3 Feb 

Hwk Set Week 6: 
w/c 10 Feb 

English Comprehension building vocabulary 
x3 

Technical vocabulary x3 Dystopian conventions x3 Commonly misspelled words x3 Technical vocabulary x3 Commonly misspelled words x3 

Maths Technical vocab 2 mensuration Technical Vocabulary 1 Circle parts Angle properties Properties of quadrilaterals 

Science Words 1,2,3 Words 4,5,6 Words 7,8,9 Words 10,11,12 Words 13,14, 15 Words 16, 17, 18,19 

History Copy out the technical vocabulary 3 
times   

Copy out the causes of WWI section 
3 times.  

Copy out the Key battles and 
locations section 3 times.    

Copy out the 1914 section three 
times.  

Write a paragraph using every word 
from the technical vocab list.  
 

Research a battle from WWI and 
create a fact file on it.  

Geography Copy out the technical 
vocabulary 3 times 

Copy the information on plate 
boundaries once including 
diagrams  

Copy out the technical 
vocabulary 3 times 

Copy the information on types of 
volcanoes two times.  

Copy out the technical 
vocabulary 3 times 

Copy the impacts and response 
to the Haiti earthquake one.  

Spanish Copy out all of  the week 1 section 3 
times in Spanish and 3 times in 
English ready for KO test. 

Copy out all of  the week 2 section 3 
times in Spanish and 3 times in 
English ready for KO test. 

Copy out all of  the week 3 section 3 
times in Spanish and 3 times in 
English ready for KO test. 

Copy out all of  the week 4 section 3 
times in Spanish and 3 times in 
English ready for KO test. 

Copy out all of  the week 5 section 3 
times in Spanish and 3 times in 
English ready for KO test. 

Copy out all of  the week 6 section 3 
times in Spanish and 3 times in 
English ready for KO test. 

Art Copy the information about Escher  Technical vocabulary key words Technical vocabulary first 5 
definitions 

Technical vocabulary last 5 
definitions 

 

Food  Factors affecting food choice  Practical Knowledge  Differences in cake making TECHNICAL VOCABULARY 

PE Link the school values to why the 15 
mile challenge is a valuable part of 
the school year 

Explain the barriers to exercise and 
understand how we overcome 
them 

 Copy out and learn the reasons for a 
warm-up and cool-down 

 Copy out and learn the factors 
affecting adherence to training 

Drama  Copy out and learn the Structure of 
a devised play 

 Choose 5 words from the technical 
vocabulary and memorise their 
meanings. 

 How does a director focus the 
audience’s attention?   

RE Vocab Vocab Questions 1-6 Bible verses and videos 1-2 Questions 1-10 and videos 3-4 Questions 1-10 and videos 5-6 

ICT Technical vocab Digital footprint Operating Systems Technical vocab Digital footprint Operating Systems 

Tech What is ACCESS FM  Hard, Soft and Manufactured 
Boards. 

 Technical Vocabulary Thermo/ thermosetting plastics 

 



Half-Term: Spring 1  Subject: English – Science-Fiction     Threshold Concepts: Reading for Meaning & Writer’s Craft   
 

   
  
  
  
   

Technical vocabulary: 
Dialogue Speech between different characters. 
Metaphor A figure of speech that is a direct comparison between 

two things. 
Personification To give an inanimate object human qualities. 
Onomatopoeia Words that represent the sound they make e.g. pop 
Protagonist The central character. 
Antagonist The character who opposes the main character. 
Cliché  A phrase that is overused e.g. as cold as ice. 
Narrative 
Voice 

The perspective from which the narrative is told. 

Omniscient 
narrator 

The narrator can enter the minds of all characters and 
comment on their feelings and motivations. 

Limited 
narrator 

The narrator can enter the minds of a few or a single 
character. 

 

Comprehension-building vocabulary: 
Dystopia (noun) An imagine place of state in which everything is unpleasant or bad. 
Utopia (noun) An imagined place or state of things in which everything is perfect. 
Citizen (noun) A legally recognised person of a country of place. 
Totalitarian 
(adjective) 

A government that has total control and is a dictatorship. 

Authoritarian 
(adjective) 

Enforcing strict obedience at the expense of personal freedom. 

Surveillance (noun) Close observation and monitoring. 
Futuristic (adjective) Set in the future, involving very modern technology. 
Propaganda (noun) Information used to promote a specific point of view, often misleading. 
Dehumanised (verb) Deprive of positive human qualities e.g. free choice. 
Illusion (noun) An instance of a wrong or misinterpreted impression; a false view. 

 

Conventions of a dystopia 
Future Dystopian fiction is set in the future. 
Violence Violence is normalised. 
Surveillance The society experiences high levels of surveillance. 
Individual The focus is on everyone being uniform and there 

is little focus on the right of the individual. 
Propaganda Propaganda is used to control the society. 
The state Citizens live in a dehumanized state. 
Perfection? The society is an illusion of a perfect world. 
Outside 
world 

Citizens have a fear of the outside world. 

Worship A figurehead or concept is worshipped by citizens. 
Criticism Dystopian fiction is created to criticise some 

aspect of our current world. 
 

Literacy Basics – Commonly Misspelled Words 

acceptable disappear opportunity 
accommodation disappointed persuade 

beautiful embarrass queue 
because extremely quiet 

beginning friend quite 
believe immediately receive 

business minute separate 
ceiling necessary sincerely 

decided neighbour surprised 
definitely nervous until 

 

SCIENCE -FICTION 



Half-Term Spring 1  Subject Maths  Threshold Concept Link - Understand and apply circle theorems and prove similarity and congruence. 

Year 8   
 

 

   

Properties of Quadrilaterals 
 

Shape name 
 

Drawing 
 

Properties 
 

Square 
 • Four equal sides 

• Four right angles 
• Opposite sides parallel  
• Diagonals bisect each other at right angles  
• Four Iines of symmetry 
• Rotational symmetry of order four  

 
Rectangle 

 • Two pairs of equal sides  
• Four right angles  
• Opposite sides parallel  
• Diagonals bisect each other  
• Two lines of symmetry  
• Rotational symmetry of order two  

 
Rhombus 

 

 • Four equal sides  
• Two pairs of equal angles  
• Opposite sides parallel  
• Diagonals bisect each other at right angles  
• Two lines of symmetry  
• Rotational symmetry of order two  

 
Parallelogram 

 • Two pairs of equal sides  
• Two pairs of equal angles  
• Opposite sides parallel  
• Diagonals bisect each other  
• No lines of symmetry  
• Rotational symmetry of order two  

 
Kite 

 • Two pairs of adjacent sides of equal length  
• One pair of equal angles  
• Diagonals intersect at right angles  
• One line of symmetry  

 
Arrowhead 

 • Two pairs of adjacent sides of equal length 
• One pair of equal angles 
• Diagonals intersect at right angles outside the 
shape 
• One line of symmetry 

 
Trapezium 

 • One pair of parallel sides 
• Isosceles quadrilaterals of this kind have one line 

of symmetry. 

TECHNICAL VOCABULARY 
Vertex (pl. vertices) A point where two edges meet (a corner). 

Edge In a 3d shape it is where two faces meet. 

Face A plane surface enclosed by edges. 

Prism Has a cross sectional shape that extends all the way through the 
solid. 

Pyramid Can have any polygon for its base face, all other faces are 
triangular. 

Elevation A 2d drawing of an object as a vertical view from the front or side. 

Plan A 2d drawing of an object as a horizontal view from above. 

Parallel Lines that remain the same distance apart. 

Sum Sum is to add.  
Congruent Congruent shapes are the same in every way to each other. They 

have the same size sides and the same size angles as each other. 
Similar Similar shapes are the same as each other but are a different size. 

All squares are similar regardless of what size their sides are. 

Perpendicular Perpendicular lines meet at a right angle. 

 

Angle Properties  
Straight line Angles on a straight-line sum to 180o. 

Triangle Angles in a triangle sum to 180o. 

Quadrilateral Angles in a quadrilateral sum to 360o. 

Angles around a 
point 

Angles around a point sum to 360o. 

Vertically 
opposite 

Vertically opposite angles are equal. 

Isosceles triangle An isosceles has two equal sides and 
two equal angles. 

Equilateral 
triangle 

An equilateral triangle has 3 equal sides 
and 3 equal angles of 60o. 

Scalene triangle Has all its edges of different length and 
no lines of symmetry. 

 

Circle Parts 



Half-Term Spring 1  Subject Maths  Threshold Concept Link  

Year 8   
 

 

   

TECHNICAL VOCABULARY 
Area Area is a measure of how much 2-dimensional space a surface covers and 

is counted or calculated in squares. 
Perimeter Perimeter is the total distance around the edges of a shape. 

Volume Volume is a measure of how much space is within a 3-dimensional space 
and is counted or calculated in cubes. 

Surface area Surface area is the total area of all the faces on a 3-dimensional solid.  

Metric units Metric units are all the standard units of measurement, such as 
kilograms, metres, litres. 

Imperial units Imperial are the old units of measurement, such as miles, pounds, stones, 
pints. 

Sum Sum is to add. With angles we might say the angles on a straight line SUM 
to 180o. 

 

MENSURATION 

Area of a rectangle or square A =  base x height 

Area of a triangle A = ½ x base x perpendicular height 

Area of a parallelogram A = base x perpendicular height 

Area of a trapezium 
 

A = ½(a + b) x perpendicular height 

Area of a circle A = π x radius2 

Circumference of a circle C = π x diameter 

Volume of a cuboid V = length x width x height 

 



Half-Term 3         Year 8               Threshold Concept Link: Organisms and ecosystems    
 

IChoose key words 

19.State Only a short answer is required, not an explanation or a 
description. 

20.Name 
Only a short answer is required, not an explanation or a 
description. Often it can be answered with a single word, 
phrase or sentence.  

21.Describe Students may be asked to recall some facts, events or 
process in an accurate way. 

22.Explain Students should make something clear, or state the reasons 
for something happening. 

23.Deduce Draw conclusions from information provided 
 

24.Compare This requires the student to describe the similarities and/or 
differences between things, not just write about one. 

25.Estimate Assign an approximate value. 

26.Identify Name or otherwise characterise. 

27.Define Specify the meaning of something. 

 

Ecosystems key words 

10.Respiration A chemical reaction that happens in all living cells where energy is released 
from glucose so that all the other chemical processes can happen. 

11. Aerobic 
respiration Glucose + Oxygen → Carbon dioxide + Water 

12. Anaerobic 
respiration Glucose → Lactic acid 

13. 
Fermentation 

The chemical breakdown of a substance by bacteria, yeasts, or other 
microorganisms. 

14. Glucose A simple sugar used in respiration to release energy 

15. 
Photosynthesis 

The process by which green plants and some other organisms use sunlight 
to produce glucose from carbon dioxide and water. 

16. Chloroplast The organelle containing chlorophyll where photosynthesis takes place. 

17. Chlorophyll The green pigment contained in the chloroplast that traps the light energy 
for photosynthesis 

18. Limiting 
factor 

Factors that limit the rate of photosynthesis such as temperature and light 
intensity. 

 

Organisms Key words. 
1.Lungs Structures within the body adapted for gas exchange. 

2.Breathing The process of taking air into and expelling it from the lungs. 

3.Gas exchange The transfer of oxygen into the blood and carbon dioxide out of the blood 
in the alveoli within the lungs. 

4.Nicotine An addictive chemical found in cigarettes. 

5.Digestion The process by which food is broken down into simple chemical 
compounds that can be absorbed and used or eliminated by the body. 

6.Protein A nutrient used by the body for growth and repair. They are found in food 
such as meat and fish. 

7.Carbohydrate A nutrient used by the body for energy. They are found in foods like rice, 
potatoes and bread.  

8.Lipid A nutrient used by the body for energy storage and insulation. Include 
fats and oils and are found in foods such as butter and oil.  

9.Enzyme Enzymes are proteins that speed up chemical reactions in our cells but 
don’t get used up. 

 



Half-Term 3     History Topic: First World War       CAUSE, CONSEQUENCE, CHANGE, SIGNIFICANCE 

 

1914:  The Outbreak of the First World War 

June 28 Archduke Franz Ferdinand, heir to the Austro-Hungarian throne, is 
assassinated in Sarajevo by a Serbian named Gavrilo Princip. 

July 23 Austria-Hungary demands Serbia pay for the assassination of Franz 
Ferdinand. Serbia does not meet these demands. 

July 28 Austria-Hungary declares war on Serbia. Russia begins mobilizing its troops. 

August 1 Germany declares war on Russia. 

August 3 Germany declares war on France as part of the Schlieffen Plan 

August 4 Germany invades Belgium. Britain declares war on Germany 

August 23 to 30 The Battle of Tannenberg is fought between Germany and Russia. The 
Germans defeat the Russian Second Army. 

September 5 to 12 The advancing German army is stopped before Paris by the British and French 
at the First Battle of the Marne. The Germans dig in and four years of trench 
warfare begins. 

 

TECHNICAL VOCABULARY 

militarism Wanting your country to have a strong military (e.g.  army and navy). 

alliance A group of countries that have agreed to work together 

imperialism The desire to conquer colonies, especially in Africa. This brought the powers into 
conflict: Germany wanted an empire. France and Britain already had empires. 

nationalism The belief that your country is better than others. This made nations assertive and 
aggressive 

Triple Entente The Alliance between Britain, Russia & France 

Triple Alliance The Alliance between Germany, Austria-Hungary and Italy  

Trench A defensive ditch used in WW1. 

ANZAC troops Soldiers from Australia & New Zealand who fought for the allies 

Armistice Agreement to end the fighting made on 11 November 1918 

Treaty of Versailles Agreement of the terms of peace at the end of the war made in Versailles in 1919 

 

Key Battles & Locations 

Battle of Jutland 1916 A naval battle that took place between German & British forces 

Battle of Passchendaele 1917 Allied forces fought against German forces in Belgium 

Battle of Arabia 1917 Allied forces fought against Turkish (Ottoman) forces at Aqaba 
(in modern day Jordan) 

The Gallipoli Campaign 1915-
16 

Allied forces (mostly ANZAC) fought, against the Turks, for 
control of a Turkish shipping channel  

Battle of Verdun 1916 This battle took place between German & French forces, it 
caused the Somme offensive 

Battle of Somme 1916 Allied forces fought against German forces in France, to draw 
troops away from Verdun 

Mons The site of both the first and the last battle of The Great War 

Western Front  Focal point for early stages of First World War when German 
forces sought to make advances 

Eastern Front The region between Russia and the former Austro-Hungarian & 
Ottoman Empires 

Austrian Front The area between Austria and Italy, from 1915 onwards 

 

Causes of WWI 

Long Term  Short Term 

Militarism – Countries wanted to increase 
the military strength of their countries by 
building their navy. This caused completion 
and tension, particularly between Britain 
and Germany.  

The spark of WWI. Archduke Franz Ferdinand of 
Austria was assassinated on 28th June 1914 by 
Serbian terrorist group known as the Black Hand 
Gang.  
This caused Austria-Hungary to declare war on 
Serbia.  
This caused Russia to declare war on AH.  
Germany declares war on Russia and France.  
Germany invades Belgium.  
Britain declares war on Belgium as Britain is in an 
alliance with Belgium.  

Alliances – Countries made alliances to 
protect themselves. The triple Entente and 
the Triiple alliance formed and these 

   Imperialism – Countries wanted to grab land 
oversees. This led to conflict and tension 
between the two main alliances.  

Nationalism – Countries wanted to make 
themselves stronger than other countries. 
This led to conflict.  
  

  



Half-Term Spring 1                                               Subject Geography                                                         Threshold Concept Link(s) Plate Tectonics 
 

    

 

        

 

  

Types of Plate Margins 

Destructive Plate Margin 

When the denser plate subducts beneath the other, 
friction causes it to melt and become molten magma. 
The magma forces its ways up to the surface to form 
a volcano. This margin is also responsible for 
devastating earthquakes. 

Constructive Plate Margin 

Here two plates are moving apart causing new 
magma to reach the surface through the gap. 
Volcanoes formed along this crack cause a submarine 
mountain range such as those in the Mid Atlantic 
Ridge. 

Conservative Plate Margin 

A conservative plate boundary occurs where plates 
slide past each other in opposite directions, or in the 
same direction but at different speeds. This is 
responsible for earthquakes such as the ones that 
happening along the San Andreas Fault, USA. 

Collision Zones 

Collision zones form when two continental plates 
collide. Neither plate is forced under the other, and 
so both are forced up and form fold mountains. 
These zones are responsible for shallow earthquakes 
in the Himalayas. 

Types of volcanoes 

Shield Made of basaltic rock and form gently sloping cones from 
layers of runny lava. Location: hot spots and constructive 
margins. Eruptions: gentle and predictable  

Composite Most common type found on land. Created by layers of ash 
and lava.  
Location: Destructive margins Eruptions: explosive and 
unpredictable due to the build of pressure within the magma 
chamber. 

Hotspots These happen away from any plate boundaries. They occur 
because a plume of magma rises to eat into the plate above. 
Where lava breaks through to the surface, active volcanoes 
can occur above the hot spot.  E.g. Hawaii. 

Caldera These are the most explosive type of volcano with a crater 
collapses after eruption. Huge amounts of pressure build up 
over time. An example is Yellowstone in the USA. One hasn’t 
erupted in thousands of years 

An earthquake is a sudden or violent movement within the Earth’s 
crust followed by a series of aftershocks. 
A volcano is an opening in the Earth’s crust from which lava, ash 

   Tectonic plates are the huge segments of Earth’s crust 
Subduction happens when a dense oceanic plate is forced under a 
continental plate at a destructive boundary. 
The Richter Scale is a measure of the energy (magnitude) released 
in an earthquake 
The Mercalli Scale is a measure of earthquake intensity (strength), 
ranging from I to XII.  
Convection currents pockets of warm air or liquid that rise, then 
cool and fall, in a circular motion. In tectonics this is magma in the 
mantle.  
 The Asthenosphere the upper layer of the earth's mantle, below 
the lithosphere with convection currents happening here. 
The Lithosphere the outer part of Earth, consisting of the crust 
and upper mantle. 

 



 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Background 

Haiti is situated on a conservative plate boundary. The North 
American plate is slowly moving in the opposite direction from 
the Caribbean plate. The earthquake struck on 12th January 
2010, at 4.53pm (as many people were getting ready to leave 
work). The earthquake was a magnitude 7 with a shallow focus 
(15km deep) and an epicentre close to the capital city, Port-au-
Prince (7km) 
Poorest country in the Western Hemisphere, its GDP is only 
$1,200 per person, and 80% of its 9.7 Million people live below 
the poverty line  

Impacts 

• Over 230,000 people killed 
• 1½ million people were made homeless 
• 50% of buildings were destroyed because they were 

made mainly of concrete and poorly built. 250,000 
buildings razed 

• Cost of the earthquake was $7.8billion.  
• Water supplies were destroyed, and bodies lay in 

the streets unable to be buried. This led to 
outbreaks of cholera which lasted for many years 
and over 8,000 people were killed in the outbreak. 

• 6 months after the quake, 98% of the rubble 
remained un-cleared 

• The government building was destroyed 
• Haiti was hit by Hurricane Tomas in November 2010 

  l   till i  t  h lt   th  
    

Response 
Short-term 

• Within a month of the earthquake, $1.79billion of aid had 
been donated to Haiti. 

• The government building was destroyed so it was hard to 
co-ordinate aid 

• Airports, ports and roads were badly damaged meaning 
the aid could not get in to the country – most got to 
neighbouring Dominican Republic but could not get 
through to Haiti 

• Countries such as the US, Canada, UK, Brazil and Italy each 
sent over 1,000 emergency relief, medical staff and 
reconstruction experts. 

• Emergency shelters were flown from companies in the UK 
to Haiti to provide temporary housing for around 7,000 
people. 

• The US army arrived in Haiti and took over the airport to 
take control of distributing aid around Haiti. 

Long-term 
1. Industrialised countries cancelled Haiti’s debt 
2. New homes were built to a higher standard although this 

took a long time.  
3. The port has lots of investment to repair it.  
4.  

Exam Question 

With reference to a tectonic event you have studied, discuss 
the consequences of the event (6) 
With reference to a tectonic event you have studied, evaluate 
the success of the responses to the event (8) 

Plate Tectonics Case Study: Haiti Earthquake, January 2010 



Half-Term Spring 1  Subject Spanish Y10  Leisure  Threshold Concept Link(s): Use regular and irregular verbs in the future tense. 
 

Important Adjectives 

Antiguo Old 

Emocionante Exciting 

Extraño Strange 

Fatal Awful 

Incómodo Uncomfortable 

Peligroso Dangerous 

Corto Short 

Único Only 

Encendido Lit 

Estupendo Great / fantastic 

 

TECHNICAL VOCABULARY 
La actuación Performance 

El diablo Devil 

La batalla Battle 

El encierro Bull run 

La suerte Luck 

El toro Bull 

Los antepasados Ancesters 

El desfile Parade 

La plata Silver 

La tumba Grave 

 

Verb busters: The Imperfect tense 

Tirar = To throw 
Tiraba = I used to throw 
Tirabas = You used to throw (s) 
Tiraba = He/ she used to throw 
Tirábamos = We used to throw 
Tirabais  = You used to throw (p) 
Tiraban = They used to throw 
  

Vender = To sell 
Vendía = I used to sell 
Vendías = You used to sell (s) 
Vendía = he/ she used to sell 
Vendíamos = We used to sell 
Vendíais = You used to sell (p) 
Vendían 

Ir = To go 
Iba = I used to go 
Ibas = You used to go (s) 
Iba = He / she used to go 
Ibámos = We used to go 
Ibaís = You used to go (p) 
Iban = They used to go 
 

Ser = To be 
Era  = I used to  
Eras = You used to be (s) 
Era = He / she used to be 
Eramos = We used to be 
Erais = You used to be (p) 
Eran = They used to be 

 

 

Key infinitives 

Tirar To throw 

Subir To go up 

Quemar To burn 

Guardar To keep 

Gastar To spend 

Vender To sell 

Empezar To start 

Coger  To catch 

Encontrar To find 

Entender To understand 

 



Half-Term: HT3 Y8 Subject: Art  Threshold Concept Link(s): Draw from observation accurately, use a range of contrasting tone to create 
form and analyse and write critically demonstrating understanding.  
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 Maurits Cornelis Escher was born in the Netherlands on 17th  

                                        June 1898. He is well known for his impossible and distorted  

                                                                                            images and tessellating patterns. Almost all his work is in black                  

 and white. 

 
 

TECHNICAL VOCABULARY 

Distortion Pulled or twisted out of shape 

Portrait A picture of a face 

Concave A surface that curves inward 

Convex A surface that curves outward 

Reflection An identical duplication in reverse 

Tone How light or dark something is 

Shape A series of lines that form the outline 

Proportion The relationship between things in 
size 

Analyse Examine in detail 

Form 3D Shape 

 



Half-Term: 3  Subject: Physical Education  Threshold Concept Link(s): Y7 A, C, E   
 

Reasons for a warm-up and cool-down 

Warm up  

Increase heart rate 
and blood flow 

Pulse-raiser to get the blood around the body to the working muscles 

Stretching muscles Hold stretches for 7-10 seconds to avoid any muscle strains and injury 

Mobilising joints Moving major joints to loosen them up and increase flexibility  

Increase 
temperature 

Warming up produces heat which makes us work better – especially in 
cold conditions 

Prepare mentally Warning up gets us thinking about the activity and gets our bodies and 
minds ready for what is to come 

Cool down  

Remove waste 
products 

Light activity to remove carbon dioxide and lactic acid 

Stretching muscles Hold stretches for 10 seconds to ensure we avoid muscle soreness after 
exercise has finished 

 

15 MILE CHALLENGE 
Target laps  

Target miles  

Motivation What reasons do you have for taking part and attempting the challenge 

Determination Trying your best regardless of feeling tired or being in cold or wet 
conditions 

Ambition Aiming to achieve your personal best in each lesson, enrichment session 
and overall 

Integrity Ensuring you follow the route and run the course the best you can 

Compassion Show support for those who struggle as you are going around the course 

Humility Don’t belittle other people’s achievements if they are not as good as your 
own 

 

Strategies to overcome barriers to exercise 

Barriers Things that we think prevent us from taking part 

Using SMARTER 
targets 

Specific; Measurable; Achievable; Realistic; Time-Related; Exciting; Recorded 

Implementing 
enjoyable activities  

I you find things fun you are more likely to continue to do them. If you don’t 
like them you will probably give them up 

Training with others Other people keep you motivated and make it more fun 

Knowing the benefits 
of training 
programmes 

If you know you will lose weight, add muscle definition, look better, feel 
better, have better mental health etc. you are more likely to do physical 
activity 

Variation Changing the type of exercise you do will keep things fresh and ensure you 
do not become bored of doing the same thing all the time 

Extrinsic rewards  Getting forms of reward such as medals, payment, praise, certificates etc. 
will all help people to be focused and involved in activities 

 

Factors affecting adherence to training and physical activity 

Increased Heart 
Rate 

Your heart pumps faster to get oxygen and nutrients around your body and to 
remove waste products like CO2 and lactic acid 

Increased 
breathing rate 

You take more breaths to increase the amount of oxygen getting in to your body 
and remove more carbon dioxide 

Increased tidal 
volume 

You breath in and out more air per breath 

Increased 
temperature 

Muscular contractions release heat energy so we get hotter 

Sweating Our body produces sweat in an attempt to cool us down 

Redistribution of 
blood flow 

Blood flow is reduced to the gut and other organs and increased to the working 
muscles 

Muscular fatigue Muscles become tired and you may experience a feeling of slight pain if you work 
at a high enough intensity 

Increased 
metabolic activity 

Your body uses more energy when you exercise so will burn off more calories thus 
increasing your metabolic rate 
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Develop and experiment with ideas based on and 
stimulus to devise a performance. 

TECHNICAL VOCABULARY 

Devising Is a method of theatre-making in which the script or (if it is a 
predominantly physical work) performance score originates 
from collaborative, often improvisatory work by a performing 
ensemble. 

Atmosphere Creating emotional feeling in the audience so that they are 
ready to take on the message.  A spooky atmosphere can be 
set by the director using music and sound effects. 

Hook Used at the beginning of a play to engage an audiences 
curiosity 

Status How one character’s power is shown to the audience.  Status 
is when one person feels they are more, or less, important 
than another. 

Reactions The ability of an actor to use their face and body to show an 
audience what their character is thinking even when they are 
not speaking at that moment. 

Conflict  The source of all good drama!  Where some of the characters 
do not get on with each other. 

Focus Where the audience should be looking at any one time on 
stage. 

Impact The memorable events which take place in pay that leave a 
mental or emotional dent in the audience’s mind or heart. 

Inter-
relationships 

The way in which two or more things are related to each 
other. 

Tension Making the audience want to see what happens next.  Build-
up of suspense! 

 

Structure of a 
devised play 

Divide into bite sized 
chunks 

Make the transitions 
interesting. 

Use Theatrical technique to punctuate it: 

Still image, repetition, gesture, 
characterisation, movement, slow motion, 

titles, thought tracking, marking the 
moment. Target audience- 

What effect do you 
want to have? 

Test out your ideas before 
dismissing them. 

STORYTELLER ROLE-   

• Making the audience connect with your characters’ lives and backgrounds. That way 
the audience will care what happens to them. 

• Create ideas which will make you audience feel an emotion. 
• Grab the audience’s interest from the start, having them involved in the characters’ 

lives and then worrying what will happen to the characters at the end. 

DIRECTOR-  How do you focus the audience’s attention? 

• Create atmosphere and mood by using sound, movement 
and staging. 

• Use movement and staging to make the scenes come 
‘alive’ just by the action taking place on stage. 

• Use emotional tension between characters to keep the 
audience nervous about what is about to happen to the 
characters. 



Half-Term 3    Subject;  Year 8 Music          Threshold Concept Link(s) Area of Study:  Structure & Form 2  
 

TECHNICAL VOCABULARY 
Binary Form Binary has two sections, e.g. AB 

Ternary Form Ternary has three sections, e.g. ABA 

Rondo Form Rondo can have any number of sections, e.g. ABACADAE 

Theme & Variation Theme, this is the main musical idea of a piece, and the variation is the 
recognisable theme, but it has been changed. 

Ground bass Ground bass form varies an idea over a fixed bass part. 

Call & Response Call & response sounds like a conversation. The call asks the question and the  
response answers it! 

Riffs A riff is a short repeated tune. A lot of rock music is based on riffs. If you put a few 
riffs together you can get a whole song. 

Ballads A ballad tells a story. It was originally used in the 15th century. However when 
people say ballads today they usually mean  pop or rock ballads, that tell stories. 

12 Bar Blues In 12 bar blues, the structure is usually 12 bars long and follows a simple chord 
structure, and is often over a walking bass part. 

32 Bar song form 32 Bar Song form is very simple, and usually breaks down into four 8 bar sections. 

Verse & Chorus Most pop songs are based on Verse & chorus, where the chorus is always the  
same tune and usually words. 

 
Sonata form   A piece in sonata form has 3 main sections  

Exposition - where you hear the tune for the first time 

Development - the theme goes through a number of interesting twists and turns 

Recapitulation - the themes are re capped and played again. 

 

There are standard forms for 4 movement compositions. 

First movement Sonata form Brisk & Purposeful 
Second Movement Ternary or Variation form. Slower & songlike 
Third Movement Minuet or scherzo. Fairly fast & dance like 
Fourth Movement Rondo, variation, or sonata form. Fast and cheerful 

 

 

Common Musical Forms: 
 
 

• Strophic - AAA, etc. 
• Binary - AB 
• Ternary - ABA 
• Rondo - ABACA, or ABACADA 
• Arch - ABCBA 
• Sonata Form - Exposition: (Theme Group 1 - Theme Group 

2) --- Development --- Recapitulation: (Theme Group 1 - 
Theme Group 2) 

• Sonata Rondo - ABA - C - ABA 

 

The term musical form refers to the 
overall structure or plan of a piece of 
music, and it describes the layout of a 
composition as divided into sections. 

Twinkle Twinkle Little Star is A-B-A 
Form 

A. Twinkle twinkle little star how I 
wonder what you are 

B. Up above the world so high, like a 
diamond in the sky 

C. Twinkle twinkle little star how I 
    

 

Music needs form and Structure. 

Music has got to be organised, or it just sounds like lots of notes. The most basic bit of organisation is the beat of the bar. The 
next biggest chunk is the phrasing. The overall shape is called the structure or form. The structure could be verses and 
choruses in a pop song, or movements of a symphony. Composers usually plan the structure of a piece of music before they 
get into the detail. Most musical plans use repetition. 

Repetition means using a musical idea, or a piece of the tune more than once during the piece, e.g. the chorus in a pop song. 
This is a really good way of giving music shape. Once the audience know the tune it works like a landmark and they will know 
where they are when they hear that bit of the tune later in the piece. 

When you compose, you should always plan the structure first. This helps to organise your ideas and gives you a template to 
work to. 

Classical composers often lay there music out in common forms, and use letters to describe these. 

If we label our musical materials, ideas, or sections with the letters of the alphabet we can show how musical forms are created. 
 
Any single section of music, consisting of phrases or other musical sections, we can call A. This musical section can be 
repeated to create an AA form. 
 
If we instead chose to add a new section, B, we would have the musical form AB. This would be two contrasting musical 
sections. 
 
If we chose to add another A to an AB form, but this time with variation we would have the form ABA'. (The ' is used to indicate 
variation). 
 
With the processes of repetition, contrast and variation there can be many musical forms. 

Common Musical Forms: 
 

Musical form is the structural outline in a song or piece. 
 
Like an architects plan for a house or building. 
 
The composer keeps this in mind when he/she starts to write a song or piece. 



   
 

 

Hardwoods Softwoods Manmade Board 

Deciduous trees Coniferous trees Made mainly from coniferous 
trees 

Very unsustainable Sustainable Sustainable 

Contains defects Contains defects Does not contain defects 

Warps Warps Uniform strength 

Very expensive Cheaper than hardwoods Cheapest of the wood groups 

Types of Hardwood Types of Softwood  Types of Manmade Board 

Oak Interior woodwork, 
good quality furniture Pine Cheaper furniture and 

building materials M.D.F Used in building and 
furniture projects 

Mahogany Good quality 
furniture Larch 

Window frames, boat 
planking, floors and 

staircases 
Plywood Made from veneers 

with resin 

Beech Furniture, toys and 
tool handles 

Red 
Cedar 

Decking, outdoor 
furniture, roof shingles 

as it resists weather 
Chipboard 

Covered with a plastic 
laminate used in 

furniture. 

Thermoset Plastic Thermoplastic 
These are plastics that once that they are 

heated and moulded cannot be reheated 
and remoulded. The molecules of theses 

plastics are cross linked in three dimensions, 
this is why they cannot be reshaped or 

recycled. 

These plastics can be reheated and reshaped 
in various ways, They become mouldable after 
reheating as they do not undergo significant 
chemical change. Reheating and reshaping 

can be repeated. These can be recycled. 

Urea Formaldehyde 
 

Plug Sockets 

HDPE 
 

Buckets 
and hard 
wearing 

HIPS 
 

Children’s 
Toys 

Melamine Formaldehyde 
 
Used to cover chipboard work 
surfaces 

Expanded polystyrene 
 

Throw away 
cups and 

packaging 

Rigid PVC 
Guttering 

Epoxy Resin 
 

Adhesives 
 

Acrylic (PMMA) 
 

Trophies 

Acetate  
 

Packaging 

Phenol Formaldehyde 
 
Pan handles 

 

PET 
   Drinks bottles 
 
 

TECHNICAL VOCABULARY 
Storage The action or method of storing something for future use. 

Iterative Design Continuously modelling, developing and improving through a design 
process 

Manufacture To make something using tools and machinery 

Accuracy Being precise in measurements for your designs and manufacturing 

CAD Computer Aided Design – to design an idea using computer software to 
help you. E.g. 2D Design 

CAM Computer Aided Manufacture – to manufacture a product using 
software to program a machine. E.g. using the laser cutter 

Mass Production The manufacture of products in large quantities by machinery and by 
use of techniques such as the assembly line 

One off 
production 

When only one product is made at a time. Every product is different so it 
is labour intensive. 

 



Half-Term 3  Subject ICT 

Year 8   
 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

TECHNICAL VOCABULARY 
Software 
 

The programs that run on a computer 
 

User interface A way of interacting with a computer or device 
 

Operating system  Software that manages hardware, for example Android 
and Windows 10 
 Application 

software 
Software that allows the user to perform a specific task 
 

Utility Software Helps maintains your computer and ensure that it runs 
smoothly 
 Desktop 

Publishing 
Software 

The creation of documents using page layout software 

Digital Footprint A trail of data that you create when using the internet 

Presentation 
Software 

Displays information in the form of a slide show 

Hardware The Physical parts of a computer system 

GUI Graphical User Interface 

 

THE DIGITAL FOOTPRINT 
Lighthouse Search engines and social network sites can reveal a lot 

about people. It’s easy to discover information about 
people using the internet. 

Copies and 
Whispering in ear 

Information online can be forwarded to many others, 
sometimes after having been altered first. 

Stadium/Jumbotron Anything can be publicly broadcast online for all to see 

Permanent Marker Once information is online, it is very difficult to take it 
down because others can copy and distribute it 

 

Operating systems Pros Cons 

Linux • Wide range of 
distribution choices 

• Open source 
• Many free and cheap 

options 

• Most brand-name apps 
are not available. 

• Sometimes file 
compatibility issues 

• Few choices for pre-built 
Linus machines. 

MacOS • Able to run macOS, 
Windows and Linux 
apps side-by-side. 

• Tight integration 
with iphones and 
ipads. 

• Quality hardware 
tuned to the 
operating system. 

• Entry-level are costlier. 
• Limited hardware options 
• Often years between new 

hardware updates. 

Windows • Hardware options 
galore. 

• Many viable cost 
efficient machines. 

• Gaming to the max. 

• Inconsistent 
functionality 

• Inconsistent quality 
among off-brand makers 

• Malware, spyware and 
ransomware 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

1 What are the Five Pillars of Islam • Shahadah – declaration of faith 
• Salah – Prayer 
• Zakah – Charity 
• Sawm – Fasting 
• Hajj - Pilgrimage 

2 How many gods do Muslims believe 
in? 

• One 

3 Who is the final and most important 
prophet in Islam 

• The Prophet Muhammad PBUH 

4 Name two parts of the body a 
Muslim will wash during Wudu 

• Any two of Head, ears, nose, hands, arms, feet 

5 Name two times, during the day, a 
Muslim will pray 

• Any two of before sunrise, lunch time, late afternoon, 
just after sunset, between sunset and midnight. 

6 What percentage do Muslims have 
to give for Zakat 

• 2.5% 

7 Shia Muslims are expected to give 
20% of their savings, what is this 
called? 

• Khums 

8 Name two other things Muslims are 
not supposed to do during Ramadan. 

• Smoke, swear 

9 What is the name of the object 
Muslims walk around on Hajj 

• Kabba 

10 What is the name given to a person 
who has been on Hajj? 

• Hajji 

Yr 8 T3 Key Muslim Practices 

TECHNICAL VOCABULARY AND QUOTES 
The Five Pillars The five most important duties for all Muslims. 

Pillar A structure that supports something 

Compulsory Something that has to be done. 

Wudu The ritual washing Muslims perform before prayer 

Alms Another words used for charitable giving 

To Fast To go without food for a religious reason 

Ramadan The 9th month in the Muslim calendar, a time of reflection and 
spiritual growth 

Festival A day or period of celebration, typically for religious reasons 

Pilgrimage A journey with a religious significance 

Mecca The birthplace of the Prophet Muhammad and the focal place 
for the Hajj 

 

Watch the following videos and make notes. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jb8Yk8LaUoc&t=4s – The Five Pillars 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iV_nZJMLhmo - Wudu 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q_WEa9IobmI – Prayer 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j8RxKCMvVlY – Zakat 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lrP6P2HTTQU – Sawm (Piety is holiness) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=49xdCEsDDx4 - Hajj 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jb8Yk8LaUoc&t=4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iV_nZJMLhmo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q_WEa9IobmI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j8RxKCMvVlY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lrP6P2HTTQU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=49xdCEsDDx4


Half-Term Spring 1 Subject – Food                   Knowledge Organiser                    Packaging and sensory analysis 
 

Function of packaging 

Protection From being damaged and crushed 

preservation Keep the food sealed so bacteria can’t get in 

Transportation The food can be stacked and stored in shops or 
at home 

information Required to know how to cook, store, eat by etc 

Essential information  

Nutritional advise Quantity of fat, protein, carbs are in the food 

 List of ingredients In descending order, the least is last 

Origin and manufacturer So complaints can be made 

Weight So price comparisons can be made with similar  

Use by date and Methods of storage Food has maximum shelf life, avoid poisoning 

 

TECHNICAL VOCABULARY 
Rubbing in Fat is rubbed in to flour to make shortcrust pastry 

gluten The protein in wheat 

Kneading Stretching and pounding dough in bread making 

Proving Putting dough in a warm place to allow it to rise 

Food safety Correct handling of food to prevent food poisoning 

Health and safety Accident prevention during food preparation 

Food poisoning A bacteria found in food which causes illness 

Food quality Consistent appearance, colour, shape and size 

shortening Occurs when rubbing in to inhibit gluten by coating 
flour 

Sensory analysis Comparing similar products by tasting 

 

 Information on packaging  

Nutritional advise Quantity of fat, protein, carbs are in the food 

List of ingredients In descending order, the least is last 

Origin and manufacturer So complaints can be made 

Weight So price comparisons can be made with similar  

Use by date and Methods of storage Food has maximum shelf life, avoid poisoning 

Methods of cooking Food is cooked correctly and not spoilt 

Traffic light system Tells you the percentage of your RDA 

RDA Recommended daily allowance 

Barcode Security, price and stock information 

  

 

Differences between dough and pastry 

Dough Pastry 

Use warm water Use cold water 

Knead to activate yeast Handle as little as possible 

Prove in a warm place Rest in a cold place 

Want to activate gluten, make dough stretchy Don’t want to activate gluten, pastry is short 
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