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The Black Death was a plague pandemic which devastated Europe from 1347 to 1352 CE, killing an esti-
mated 25-30 million people. The disease, carried by fleas on rodents, originated in central Asia and was 
taken from there to the Crimea by Mongol warriors and traders. The plague entered Europe via Italy, car-
ried by rats on Genoese trading ships sailing from the Black Sea. With up to two-thirds of sufferers dying 
from the disease, it is estimated that between 30% and 50% of the population of those places affected 
died from the Black Death.   

The plague is a disease caused by a bacillus bacteria which is carried and spread by parasitic fleas on ro-
dents, notably the brown rat. There are three types of plague, and all three were likely present in the 
Black Death pandemic. Bubonic plague, the most common during the 14th century CE outbreak, causes 
severe swelling in the groin and armpits (the lymph nodes) which take on a sickening black colour, hence 
the name the Black Death. The black sores which can cover the body in general, caused by internal haem-
orrhages, were known as buboes, from which bubonic plague takes its name. Other symptoms are a rag-
ing fever and joint pains. If untreated, bubonic plague is fatal in between 30 and 75% of infections, often 
within 72 hours. The other two types of plague - pneumonic (or pulmonary) and septicaemia - are usually 
fatal in all cases.   

There were so many deaths and so many bodies that the authorities did not know what to do with them, 
and carts piled high with corpses became a common sight across Europe. It seemed the only course of 
action was to stay put, avoid people, and pray. The disease finally ran its course by 1352 CE but would 
recur again, in less severe outbreaks, throughout the rest of the medieval period.  

The Black Death, as its name suggests, was given a personification for people to help understand what 
was happening to them, usually being depicted in art as the Grim Reaper, a skeleton on horseback whose 
scythe indiscriminately cut down people in their prime. Many people were simply bewildered by the dis-
aster. Some thought it a supernatural phenomenon, perhaps connected to the comet sighting of 1345 CE. 
Others blamed sinners. 

Episode 1 – The Black Death 

The Black Death, 1348: Factual Information  

1. The Black Death devastated Europe from? 

A. 1401 

B. 1388 

C. 1347 

2. What is the percentage of estimated death? 

A. 19% - 32% 

B. 30% -50% 

C. 60% - 80% 

3. How many types of plague were there? 

A. 3 

B. 2 

C. 2 

Black Death Multiple Choice: Use the extract to retrieve and circle the correct answer.  

4. The Black Death got its name from? 

A. Black rats 

B. Black sores 

C. Black fleas 

5. How many hours, if left untreated, would the 

bubonic plague prove fatal? 

A. 24 hours 

B. 48 hours 

C. 72 hours 

3. The Black Death is? 

A. Personified 

B. Hyperbolic 

C. Alliteration 
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Episode 1 – The Black Death 

The Black Death, 1348: The Black Death was a devastating pandemic that killed between a quarter 

and one-third of the population of Europe in the mid 14th century. The following account was given by 

Henry Knighton, canon at the abbey of St Mary of the Meadows, Leicester 

In this year there was a general mortality among men throughout the world. It began first in India, and 
then appeared in Tharsis , then among the Saracens, and last among the Christians and Jews, so that in 
the space of one year, namely, from Easter to Easter, 8,000 legions of men, according to widely prevalent 
rumours in the Court of Rome, died in those remote regions, besides Christians. The King of Tharsis, see-
ing such a sudden and unheard-of mortality among his people, set out with a great multitude of nobles, 
intending to seek out the Pope at Avignon and have himself baptized as a Christian, believing the venge-
ance of God to have overtaken his people because of their sinful disbelief. But when he had travelled 
twenty days he heard along the road that the plague had invaded the ranks of the Christians as well as 
other nations, and therefore he turned about to go back to his own country. But the Christians, following 
the Tharsians attacked them from the rear and slew 2,000 of them… 

The dreadful pestilence penetrated the sea coast by Southampton and came to Bristol, and there almost 
the whole population of the town perished, as if it had been seized by sudden death; for few kept their 
beds more than two or three days, or even half a day. Then this cruel death spread everywhere around, 
following the course of the sun. And there died at Leicester in the small parish of St. Leonard more than 
380 persons, in the parish of Holy Cross, 400; in the parish of St. Margaret’s, Leicester, 700; and so in eve-
ry parish, a great multitude. Then the Bishop of London sent word throughout his whole diocese giving 
general power to each and every priest, regular as well as secular, to hear confessions and to give absolu-
tion to all persons with full Episcopal authority, except only in case of debt. In this case, the debtor was to 
pay the debt, if he was able, while he lived, or others were to fulfil his obligations from his property after 
his death. Likewise, the Pope granted full remission of all sins to anyone receiving absolution when in dan-
ger of death, and granted that this power should last until Easter next following, and that everyone might 
choose whatever confessor he pleased. 

In the same year there was a great murrain of sheep everywhere in the kingdom, so that in one place in a 
single pasture more than 5,000 sheep died; and they putrefied so that neither bird nor beast would touch 
them. Everything was low in price because of the fear of death, for very few people took any care of rich-
es or property of any kind. A man could have a horse that had been worth 40s for half a mark (6s 8d), a 
fat ox for 4s, a cow for 12d, a heifer for 6d, a fat wether for 4d, a sheep for 3d, a lamb for 2d, a large pig 
for 5d; a stone of wool (24 lbs) was worth 9d. Sheep and cattle ran at large through the fields and among 
the crops, and there was none to drive them off or herd them; for lack of care they perished in ditches 
and hedges in incalculable numbers throughout all districts, and none knew what to do. For there was no 
memory of death so stern and cruel since the time of Vortigern, King of the Britons, in whose day, as Bede 
testifies, the living did not suffice to bury the dead. 

In the following autumn a reaper was not to be had for a lower wage than 8d, with his meals; a mower for 
not less than 10d, with meals. Wherefore many crops wasted in the fields for lack of harvesters. But in the 
year of the pestilence, as has been said above, there was so great an abundance of every type of grain 
that almost no one cared for it. 

The Scots, hearing of the dreadful plague among the English, suspected that it had come about through 
the vengeance of God, an, according to the common report, they were accustomed to swear “be the foul 
deth of Engelond.” Believing that the wrath of God had befallen the English, they assembled in Selkirk for-
est with the intention of invading the kingdom, when the fierce mortality overtook them, and in a short 
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time about 5,000 perished. As the rest, the strong and the feeble, were preparing to return to their own 
country, they were followed and attacked by the English, who slew countless numbers of them. 

Master Thomas of Bradwardine was consecrated by the Pope Archbishop of Canterbury, and when he 
returned to England he came to London, but within two days was dead… 

Meanwhile the King sent proclamations into all the counties that reapers and other labourers should not 
take more than they had been accustomed to take, under the penalty appointed by statute. But the la-
bourers were so lifted up and obstinate that they would not listen to the King’s command, but if anyone 
wished to have them he had to give them what they wanted, and either lose his fruit and crops, or satisfy 
the lofty and covetous wishes of the workmen. And when it was known to the King that they had not ob-
served his command, and had given greater wages to the labourers, he levied heavy fines upon abbots, 
priors, knights, greater and lesser, and other great folk and small folk of the realm, of some 100s, of some 
40s, of some 20s, from each according to what he could give. And afterwards the king had many labour-
ers arrested, and sent them to prison; many withdrew themselves and went into the forests and woods; 
and those who were taken were heavily fined. Their ringleaders were made to swear that they would not 
take daily wages beyond the ancient custom, and then were freed from prison. And in like manner was 
done with the other craftsmen in the boroughs and villages…After the aforesaid pestilence, many build-
ing, great and small, fell into ruins in every city, borough, and village for lack of inhabitants, likewise many 
villages and hamlets became desolate, not a house being left in them, all having died who dwelt there; 
and it was probable that many such villages would never be inhabited. 

Glossary  

Legions: a vast number of people or things  

Prevalent: widespread in a particular area or at a particular time.  

Pestilence: a fatal epidemic disease, especially bubonic plague.  

Diocese: a district under the pastoral care of a bishop in the Christian Church.  

Murrain: redwater fever or a similar infectious disease affecting cattle or other animals  

Putrefied: decay or rot and produce a fetid smell.  

Check my understanding: 

Define perspective   

  

Define point of view   

  

What point of view is the          

account being told from? 

  

  

What is the writer’s                 

perspective? 
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Episode 1 - The Black Death  https://youtu.be/5hBOqGC1BLw 

A Sequence of Events: Using the video, factual information about The Black Death and Knighton ’s     

account for guidance, create your own sequence of what you consider to be the most important             

information. 
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Episode 1 - The Black Death 

Planning a Report: Inform and Advise 

Heading/ Topic  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Introduction 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Subheading:  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion and advice: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Subheading:  

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Subheading:  

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Check my understanding: 

The most interesting thing I 

learnt this episode was… 

  

  

I think I was good at …   

  

The concept I found the       

trickiest was…. 
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Episode 2 - Uncle Tom’s Cabin 

Planning a Report: What emotions do you think the class felt during the experiment? Bullet point 

your ideas for both eye colours. 

Brown eyes Blue, green or grey eyes 

  

Watch a clip: As you watch the clip, create your definition of what you think an abolitionist was and 

what they wanted to achieve. 

Check my understanding: 

What is an abolitionist? 

  

  

What did they want to 

achieve? 

  

  

 

 

Harriet Stowe began to write a long tale of slavery, based on her reading of abolitionist literature and on 
her personal observations in Ohio and Kentucky. Her tale was published serially (1851–52) in the National 
Era, an antislavery paper of Washington, D.C.; in 1852 it appeared in book form as Uncle Tom’s Cabin; or, 
Life Among the Lowly. The book was an immediate sensation and was taken up eagerly by abolitionists 
while, along with its author, it was vehemently denounced in the South, where reading or possessing the 
book became an extremely dangerous enterprise. With sales of 300,000 in the first year, the book exerted 
an influence equaled by few other novels in history, helping to solidify both pro- and antislav-
ery sentiment. The book was translated widely and several times dramatized (the first time, in 1852, with-
out Stowe’s permission), where it played to capacity audiences. Stowe was enthusiastically received on a 
visit to England in 1853, and there she formed friendships with many leading literary figures. In that same 
year she published A Key to Uncle Tom’s Cabin, a compilation of documents and testimonies in support of 
disputed details of her indictment of slavery.  

About Harriet Beecher Stove: Read the factual information about Harriet Beecher Stove and then com-

plete the outline based on the kind of person you think she was.  



9 

9 

Episode 2 - Uncle Tom’s Cabin 

About Harriet Beecher Stove: Read the factual information about Harriet Beecher Stove and then  

complete the outline based on the kind of person you think she was.  
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Late in the afternoon of a chilly day in February, two gentlemen were sitting alone 
over their wine, in a well-furnished dining parlour, in the town of P—, in Kentucky. 
There were no servants present, and the gentlemen, with chairs closely 
approaching, seemed to be discussing some subject with great earnestness.  
 
For convenience sake, we have said, hitherto, two gentlemen. One of the parties, 
however, when critically examined, did not seem, strictly speaking, to come under 
the species. He was a short, thick-set man, with coarse, commonplace features, and 
that swaggering air of pretension which marks a low man who is trying to elbow his 
way upward in the world. He was much over-dressed, in a gaudy vest of many 
colours, a blue neckerchief, bedropped gaily with yellow spots, and arranged with a 
flaunting tie, quite in keeping with the general air of the man. His hands, large and 
coarse, were plentifully bedecked with rings; and he wore a heavy gold 
watch-chain, with a bundle of seals of portentous size, and a great variety of colours, 
attached to it,—which, in the ardour of conversation, he was in the habit of 
flourishing and jingling with evident satisfaction. His conversation was in free and 
easy defiance of Murray's Grammar, and was garnished at convenient intervals with 
various profane expressions, which not even the desire to be graphic in our account 
shall induce us to transcribe.  
 
His companion, Mr. Shelby, had the appearance of a gentleman; and the 
arrangements of the house, and the general air of the housekeeping, indicated easy, 
and even opulent circumstances. As we before stated, the two were in the midst of 
an earnest conversation.  
 
'That is the way I should arrange the matter,' said Mr. Shelby.  
 
'I can't make trade that way—I positively can't, Mr. Shelby,' said the other, holding 
up a glass of wine between his eye and the light.  
 
'Why, the fact is, Haley, Tom is an uncommon fellow; he is certainly worth that sum 
anywhere—steady, honest, capable, manages my whole farm like a clock.' 
 
'You mean honest, as niggers go,' said Haley, helping himself to a glass of brandy.  
 
'No; I mean, really, Tom is a good, steady, sensible, pious fellow. He got religion at 
a camp-meeting, four years ago; and I believe he really did get it. I've trusted him, 
since then, with everything I have,—money, house, horses,—and let him come and 
go round the country; and I always found him true and square in everything.' 
 
'Some folks don't believe there is pious niggers, Shelby,' said Haley, with a candid 
flourish of his hand, 'but I do. I had a fellow, now, in this yer last lot I took to 
Orleans—'twas as good as a meetin', now, really, to hear that critter pray; and he was 
quite gentle and quiet like. He fetched me a good sum, too, for I bought him cheap 
of a man that was 'bliged to sell out; so I realized six hundred on him. Yes, I consider 
religion a valeyable thing in a nigger, when it's the genuine article, and no mistake.' 
 

Episode 2 - Uncle Tom’s Cabin 

Extract 1: This is from the very beginning of the novel; consider the significance.  
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'Well, Tom's got the real article, if ever a fellow had,' rejoined the other. 'Why, last 
fall, I let him go to Cincinnati alone, to do business for me, and bring home five 
hundred dollars. 'Tom,' says I to him, 'I trust you, because I think you're a 
Christian—'I know you wouldn't cheat.' Tom comes back, sure enough; I knew he 
would. Some low fellows, they say, said to him—'Tom, why don't you make tracks 
for Canada?' 'Ah, master trusted me, and I couldn't'—they told me about it. I am sorry 
to part with Tom, I must say. You ought to let him cover the whole balance of the 
debt; and you would, Haley, if you had any conscience.' 
 
'Well, I've got just as much conscience as any man in business can afford to 
keep,—just a little, you know, to swear by, as 'twere,' said the trader, jocularly; 'and 
then, I'm ready to do anything in reason to 'blige friends; but this yer, you see, is a 
leetle too hard on a fellow—a leetle too hard.' The trader sighed contemplatively, and 

poured out some more brandy.  

Glossary  

Ardour: great enthusiasm or passion 

Profane: blasphemous or obscene. 

Pious: devoutly religious  

Jocularly: Joking or jesting. 

Physical Appearance Actions Personality 

   

Quotation:  Quotation:  Quotation:  

Quotation:  Quotation:  Quotation:  

Haley’s Portrait:   

Create a portrait of how you imagine 

Haley to look. 

Impression of Haley: List adjectives in the physical, action and personality box to describe your            

impression of Haley; then  retrieve quotations to support your ideas.  
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Episode 2 – Uncle Tom’s Cabin 

Explode two quotations:  Consider connotations, interesting words and techniques. 

'Well, then, Haley, how will you trade?' said Mr. Shelby, after an uneasy interval of 
silence.  
 
'Well, haven't you a boy or gal that you could throw in with Tom?' 
 
'Hum!—none that I could well spare; to tell the truth, it's only hard necessity makes 
me willing to sell at all. I don't like parting with any of my hands, that's a fact.' 
 
Here the door opened, and a small quadroon boy, between four and five years of 
age, entered the room. There was something in his appearance remarkably beautiful 
and engaging. His black hair, fine as floss silk, hung in glossy curls about his 
round, dimpled face, while a pair of large dark eyes, full of fire and softness, looked 
out from beneath the rich, long lashes, as he peered curiously into the apartment. A 
gay robe of scarlet and yellow plaid, carefully made and neatly fitted, set off to 
advantage the dark and rich style of his beauty; and a certain comic air of 
assurance, blended with bashfulness, showed that he had been not unused to 
being petted and noticed by his master.  

Episode 2 - Uncle Tom’s Cabin 

Extract 2: This is from the very beginning of the novel; consider the significance.  

Glossary  

Quadroon: a person who is one-quarter black by descent.  

Check my understanding: 

The most interesting thing I 

learnt this episode was… 

  

  

I think I was good at …   

  

The concept I found the       

trickiest was…. 
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Episode 3 - Helen Keller 

Biography: A biography written about American educator Helen Keller, who overcame the adversity 

of being blind and deaf to become one of the 20th century's leading humanitarians, as well as                

co-founder of the ACLU. 

Helen Adams Keller was born on June 27, 1880 in Tuscumbia, Alabama. In 1882, she was stricken by an 

illness that left her blind and deaf. Beginning in 1887, Keller's teacher, Anne Sullivan, helped her make tre-

mendous progress with her ability to communicate, and Keller went on to college, graduating in 1904. In 

1920, Keller helped found the ACLU. During her lifetime, she received many honours in recognition of her 

accomplishments. 

Early Life 

Helen Keller was the first of two daughters born to Arthur H. Keller and Katherine Adams Keller. She also 

had two older stepbrothers. Keller's father had served as an officer in the Confederate Army during the 

Civil War. The family was not particularly wealthy and earned income from their cotton plantation. Later, 

Arthur became the editor of a weekly local newspaper, the North Alabamian. 

Keller was born with her senses of sight and hearing, and started speaking when she was just 6 months 

old. She started walking at the age of 1. 

Loss of Sight and Hearing 

In 1882, however, Keller contracted an illness—called "brain fever" by the family doctor—that produced a 

high body temperature. The true nature of the illness remains a mystery today, though some experts be-

lieve it might have been scarlet fever or meningitis. Within a few days after the fever broke, Keller's moth-

er noticed that her daughter didn't show any reaction when the dinner bell was rung, or when a hand was 

waved in front of her face. Keller had lost both her sight and hearing. She was just 19 months old. 

As Keller grew into childhood, she developed a limited method of communication with her companion, 

Martha Washington, the young daughter of the family cook. The two had created a type of sign language, 

and by the time Keller was 7, they had invented more than 60 signs to communicate with each other. But 

Keller had become very wild and unruly during this time. She would kick and scream when angry, and gig-

gle uncontrollably when happy. She tormented Martha and inflicted raging tantrums on her parents. 

Many family relatives felt she should be institutionalized. 

Looking for answers and inspiration, in 1886, Keller's mother came across a travelogue by Charles Dick-

ens, American Notes. She read of the successful education of another deaf and blind child, Laura Bridg-

man, and soon dispatched Keller and her father to Baltimore, Maryland to see specialist Dr. J. Julian Chi-

solm. After examining Keller, Chisolm recommended that she see Alexander Graham Bell, the inventor of 

the telephone, who was working with deaf children at the time. Bell met with Keller and her parents, and 

suggested that they travel to the Perkins Institute for the Blind in Boston, Massachusetts. There, the fami-

ly met with the school's director, Michael Anaganos. He suggested Helen work with one of the institute's 

most recent graduates, Anne Sullivan. And so began a 49-year relationship between teacher and pupil. 

On March 3, 1887, Sullivan went to Keller's home in Alabama and immediately went to work. She began 

by teaching six year-old Helen finger spelling, starting with the word "doll," to help Keller understand the 

gift of a doll she had brought along. Other words would follow. At first, Keller was curious, then defiant, 
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refusing to cooperate with Sullivan's instruction. When Keller did cooperate, Sullivan could tell that she 

wasn't making the connection between the objects and the letters spelled out in her hand. Sullivan kept 

working at it, forcing Helen to go through the regimen. 

As Keller's frustration grew, the tantrums increased. Finally, Sullivan demanded that she and Keller be 

isolated from the rest of the family for a time, so that Keller could concentrate only on Sullivan's instruc-

tion. They moved to a cottage on the plantation. 

In a dramatic struggle, Sullivan taught Keller the word "water"; she helped her make the connection be-

tween the object and the letters by taking Keller out to the water pump, and placing Keller's hand under 

the spout. While Sullivan moved the lever to flush cool water over Keller's hand, she spelled out the word 

w-a-t-e-r on Helen's other hand. Keller understood and repeated the word in Sullivan's hand. She then 

pounded the ground, demanding to know its "letter name." Sullivan followed her, spelling out the word 

into her hand. Keller moved to other objects with Sullivan in tow. By nightfall, she had learned 30 words. 

A Formal Education 

In 1890, Keller began speech classes at the Horace Mann School for the Deaf in Boston. She would toil for 

25 years to learn to speak so that others could understand her. From 1894 to 1896, she attended the 

Wright-Humason School for the Deaf in New York City. There, she worked on improving her communica-

tion skills and studied regular academic subjects. 

Around this time, Keller became determined to attend college. In 1896, she attended the Cambridge 

School for Young Ladies, a preparatory school for women. As her story became known to the general 

public, Keller began to meet famous and influential people. One of them was the writer Mark Twain, who 

was very impressed with her. They became friends. Twain introduced her to his friend Henry H. Rogers, a 

Standard Oil executive. Rogers was so impressed with Keller's talent, drive and determination that he 

agreed to pay for her to attend Radcliffe College. There, she was accompanied by Sullivan, who sat by her 

side to interpret lectures and texts. 

'The Story of My Life' 

By this time, Keller had mastered several methods of communication, including touch-lip reading, Braille, 

speech, typing and finger-spelling. With the help of Sullivan and Sullivan's future husband, John Macy, 

Keller wrote her first book, The Story of My Life. It covered her transformation from childhood to 21-year

-old college student. Keller graduated, cum laude, from Radcliffe in 1904, at the age of 24. 

In 1905, Sullivan married John Macy, an instructor at Harvard University, a social critic and a prominent 

socialist. After the marriage, Sullivan continued to be Keller's guide and mentor. When Keller went to live 

with the Macys, they both initially gave Keller their undivided attention. Gradually, however, Anne and 

John became distant to each other, as Anne's devotion to Keller continued unabated. After several years, 

the couple separated, though were never divorced. 

Social Activism 

After college, Keller set out to learn more about the world and how she could help improve the lives of 

others. News of her story spread beyond Massachusetts and New England. She became a well-known 

celebrity and lecturer by sharing her experiences with audiences, and working on behalf of others living 

with disabilities. Throughout the first half of the 20th century, Keller tackled social and political issues, 

including women's suffrage, pacifism and birth control. She testified before Congress, strongly advocating 
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to improve the welfare of blind people. In 1915, along with renowned city planner George Kessler, she co-

founded Helen Keller International to combat the causes and consequences of blindness and malnutri-

tion. In 1920, she helped found the American Civil Liberties Union. 

When the American Federation for the Blind was established in 1921, Keller had an effective national out-

let for her efforts. She became a member in 1924, and participated in many campaigns to raise aware-

ness, money and support for the blind. She also joined other organizations dedicated to helping those less 

fortunate, including the Permanent Blind War Relief Fund (later called the American Braille Press). 

Soon after she graduated from college, Keller became a member of the Socialist Party, most likely due in 

part to her friendship with John Macy. Between 1909 and 1921, she wrote several articles about socialism 

and supported Eugene Debs, a Socialist Party presidential candidate. Her series of essays on socialism, 

entitled "Out of the Dark," described her views on socialism and world affairs. 

It was during this time that Keller first experienced public prejudice about her disabilities. For most of her 

life, the press had been overwhelmingly supportive of her, praising her courage and intelligence. But after 

she expressed her socialist views, some criticized her by calling attention to her disabilities. One newspa-

per, the Brooklyn Eagle, wrote that her "mistakes sprung out of the manifest limitations of her develop-

ment." 

Work and Influence 

In 1936, Keller's beloved teacher and devoted companion, Anne Sullivan, died. She had experienced 

health problems for several years and, in 1932, lost her eyesight completely. A young woman named Polly 

Thomson, who had begun working as a secretary for Keller and Sullivan in 1914, became Keller's constant 

companion upon Sullivan's death. 

In 1946, Keller was appointed counsellor of international relations for the American Foundation of Over-

seas Blind. Between 1946 and 1957, she travelled to 35 countries on five continents. In 1955, at age 75, 

Keller embarked on the longest and most gruelling trip of her life: a 40,000-mile, five-month trek across 

Asia. Through her many speeches and appearances, she brought inspiration and encouragement to mil-

lions of people. 

Helen Keller Movie: 'The Miracle Worker' 

Keller's autobiography, The Story of My Life, was used as the basis for 1957 television drama The Miracle 

Worker. In 1959, the story was developed into a Broadway play of the same title, starring Patty Duke as 

Keller and Anne Bancroft as Sullivan. The two actresses also performed those roles in the 1962 award-

winning film version of the play. 

Helen Keller: Awards and Honours 

Keller suffered a series of strokes in 1961, and spent the remaining years of her life at her home in Con-

necticut. During her lifetime, she received many honours in recognition of her accomplishments, including 

the Theodore Roosevelt Distinguished Service Medal in 1936, the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 1964, 

and election to the Women's Hall of Fame in 1965. She also received honorary doctoral degrees from 

Temple University and Harvard University and from the universities of Glasgow, Scotland; Berlin, Germa-

ny; Delhi, India; and Witwatersrand in Johannesburg, South Africa. Additionally, she was named an Honor-

ary Fellow of the Educational Institute of Scotland. 
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When Did Helen Keller Die? 

Keller died in her sleep on June 1, 1968, just a few weeks before her 88th birthday. During her remarkable 

life, Keller stood as a powerful example of how determination, hard work, and imagination can allow an 

individual to triumph over adversity. By overcoming difficult conditions with a great deal of persistence, 

she grew into a respected and world-renowned activist who laboured for the betterment of others 

Glossary  

Humanitarian: concerned with or seeking to promote human welfare.  

Adversity: a difficult or unpleasant situation.  

Institutionalized: place or keep (someone) in a residential institution.  

Regimen: a prescribed course of medical treatment, diet, or exercise for the promotion or restoration of health.  

Socialist: Socialists want  an economic and political system where the ways of making a living (factories, offices, 

etc.) are owned by the workers who run them and the people who depend on them.  
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Episode 3 - Helen Keller 
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Episode 3 - Helen Keller https://youtu.be/5gupMx_lrvQ 

Deaf, Blind and Mighty: Complete the table as you watch the video. 

Think Answer 

Who created the Nobel 

Peace prize? 

 

What were the five            

prizes ? 

 

Why might Nobel have cre-

ate the ‘peace’ prize? 

 

Who became the first wom-

an to win the Nobel Peace 

 

Give an example of an  insti-

tute, or people,  that can 

put   forward candidates to 

win the prize. 

 

Why does the ceremony 

take place December  

10th? 

 

What prizes are awarded to 

the winner? 

 

Provide examples of            

previous winners.  

 

See Think Wonder 

  

  

  

  

  

  

The Nobel Peace Prize: Complete the table as you watch the video. 

https://youtu.be/gsACn9AUrw4 
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Episode 3—Helen Keller 

The Nobel Peace Prize: Generate a list of a reasons that support Helen Keller’s nomination for  the        

Nobel Peace Prize. 
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Strike Against War 
by Helen Keller 
American author and public speaker 

Speech at Carnegie Hall, New York City, January 5, 1916, under the auspices of the Women's Peace Party 
and the Labour Forum. 

To begin with, I have a word to say to my good friends, the editors, and others who are moved to pity 
me. Some people are grieved because they imagine I am in the hands of unscrupulous persons who lead 
me astray and persuade me to espouse unpopular causes and make me the mouthpiece of their propa-
ganda. Now, let it be understood once and for all that I do not want their pity; I would not change places 
with one of them. I know what I am talking about. My sources of information are as good and reliable as 
anybody else's. I have papers and magazines from England, France, Germany and Austria that I can read 
myself. Not all the editors I have met can do that. Quite a number of them have to take their French and 
German second hand. No, I will not disparage the editors. They are an overworked, misunderstood class. 
Let them remember, though, that if I cannot see the fire at the end of their cigarettes, neither can they 
thread a needle in the dark. All I ask, gentlemen, is a fair field and no favour. I have entered the fight 
against preparedness and against the economic system under which we live. It is to be a fight to the fin-
ish, and I ask no quarter. 

The future of the world rests in the hands of America. The future of America rests on the backs of 
80,000,000 working men and women and their children. We are facing a grave crisis in our national life. 
The few who profit from the labour of the masses want to organize the workers into an army which will 
protect the interests of the capitalists. You are urged to add to the heavy burdens you already bear the 
burden of a larger army and many additional warships. It is in your power to refuse to carry the artillery 
and the dread-noughts and to shake off some of the burdens, too, such as limousines, steam yachts and 
country estates. You do not need to make a great noise about it. With the silence and dignity of creators 
you can end wars and the system of selfishness and exploitation that causes wars. All you need to do to 
bring about this stupendous revolution is to straighten up and fold your arms. 

[…] 

All the machinery of the system has been set in motion. Above the complaint and din of the protest from 
the workers is heard the voice of authority. 

"Friends," it says, "fellow workmen, patriots; your country is in danger! There are foes on all sides of us. 
There is nothing between us and our enemies except the Pacific Ocean and the Atlantic Ocean. Look at 
what has happened to Belgium. Consider the fate of Serbia. Will you murmur about low wages when 
your country, your very liberties, are in jeopardy? What are the miseries you endure compared to the 
humiliation of having a victorious German army sail up the East River? Quit your whining, get busy and 
prepare to defend your firesides and your flag. Get an army, get a navy; be ready to meet the invaders 
like the loyal-hearted freemen you are." 

Will the workers walk into this trap? Will they be fooled again? I am afraid so. The people have always 
been amenable to oratory of this sort. The workers know they have no enemies except their masters. 
They know that their citizenship papers are no warrant for the safety of themselves or their wives and 
children. They know that honest sweat, persistent toil and years of struggle bring them nothing worth 
holding on to, worth fighting for. Yet, deep down in their foolish hearts they believe they have a country. 
Oh blind vanity of slaves! 

The clever ones, up in the high places know how childish and silly the workers are. They know that if the 
government dresses them up in khaki and gives them a rifle and starts them off with a brass band and 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Helen_Keller
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waving banners, they will go forth to fight valiantly for their own enemies. They are taught that brave 
men die for their country's honour. What a price to pay for an abstraction--the lives of millions of young 
men; other millions crippled and blinded for life; existence made hideous for still more millions of human 
being; the achievement and inheritance of generations swept away in a moment--and nobody better off 
for all the misery! This terrible sacrifice would be comprehensible if the thing you die for and call country 
fed, clothed, housed and warmed you, educated and cherished your children. I think the workers are the 
most unselfish of the children of men; they toil and live and die for other people's country, other people's 
sentiments, other people's liberties and other people's happiness! The workers have no liberties of their 
own; they are not free when they are compelled to work twelve or ten or eight hours a day. they are not 
free when they are ill paid for their exhausting toil. They are not free when their children must labour in 
mines, mills and factories or starve, and when their women may be driven by poverty to lives of shame. 
They are not free when they are clubbed and imprisoned because they go on strike for a raise of wages 
and for the elemental justice that is their right as human beings. […] 

It is your duty to insist upon still more radical measure. It is your business to see that no child is employed 
in an industrial establishment or mine or store, and that no worker in needlessly exposed to accident or 
disease. It is your business to make them give you clean cities, free from smoke, dirt and congestion. It is 
your business to make them pay you a living wage. It is your business to see that this kind of prepared-
ness is carried into every department on the nation, until everyone has a chance to be well born, well 
nourished, rightly educated, intelligent and serviceable to the country at all times. 

Strike against all ordinances and laws and institutions that continue the slaughter of peace and the butch-
eries of war. Strike against war, for without you no battles can be fought. Strike against manufacturing 
shrapnel and gas bombs and all other tools of murder. Strike against preparedness that means death and 
misery to millions of human being. Be not dumb, obedient slaves in an army of destruction. Be heroes in 
an army of construction. 

Episode 3 – Helen Keller 

Explode two quotations:  Consider connotations, interesting words and techniques. 
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The motion: 

Helen Keller deserves to win the Nobel Peace Prize. 

Introduction: Who are you and what do you want to achieve?  

 
 
 
What are your most persuasive points? 

1. 
2. 
3. 

 

Go into more detail for point 1:  
 

Go into more detail for point 2:  

How might people counter point 3? How could you address this?  
 

Conclusion: As well as linking to your introduction, don’t forget to have a strong closing statement.  

 
 

Episode 3—Helen Keller  

Writing to inform and Persuade 


