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1. Jurassic Park  

Timeline: Mesozoic period 

Dinosaurs existed 252 million 

years ago to about 66 million 

years ago. 

2. Pompeii 

Timeline: 79AD 

Pompeii was an ancient Roman city, 

that suffered a natural disaster. 

3. The Heart of Darkness 

Timeline: 1899 

Written during a time of mass 

colonisation. 

4. The First Men in the Moon 

Timeline: 1901 

H.G Wells was known to be a 

revolutionary author from this 

time period. 

5. Titanic 

Timeline: 1912 

A huge ship that shocked everyone 

when it sank on the maiden voyage. 

6. Hiroshima 

Timeline: 1945 

A Japanese city that was attacked during WWII. 

Timeline 
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Check my understanding: 

The most interesting 
thing I learnt this  
episode was… 

  

  

I think I was good at …   

  

The concept I found 
the trickiest was…. 
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Episode 6 – Hiroshima 

Planning a Report: Inform and Advise 

Heading/ Topic  

____________________________________________________________________

Introduction 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________

Subheading:  

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________

Conclusion and advice: 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________

Subheading:  

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________

Subheading:  

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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Episode 1 – The Velociraptor 

This is an extract from Jurassic park: Lex and Tim are children among a select 

group chosen to tour an island theme park populated by dinosaurs created from 

prehistoric DNA. While the park's mastermind, billionaire John Hammond, assures 

everyone that the facility is safe, they find out otherwise when various ferocious 

predators break free and go on the hunt. 

Tim found the silence chilling. 
 
The velociraptor was six feet tall, and powerfully built, although its 

strong legs and tail were hidden by the tables. Tim could see only the 

muscular upper torso, the two forearms held tightly alongside the 

body, the claws dangling. He could see the iridescent speckled pattern 

on the back. The velociraptor was alert; as it came forward, it looked 

from side to side, moving its head with abrupt, bird-like jerks. The 

head also bobbed up and down as it walked, and the long straight tail 

dipped, which heightened the impression of a bird. A gigantic, silent 

bird of prey. 

The dining room was dark, but apparently the raptor could see well 

enough to move steadily forward. From time to time, it would bend 

over, lowering its head below the tables. Tim heard a rapid sniffing 

sound. Then the head would snap up, alertly, jerking back and forth 

like a bird's. 

Tim watched until he was sure the velociraptor was coming toward 

the kitchen. Was it following their scent? All the books said dinosaurs 

had a poor sense of smell, but this one seemed to do just fine. 

Anyway, what did books know? Here was the real thing. Coming 

toward him. 

He ducked back into the kitchen. 

"Is something out there?" Lex said. 
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Tim didn't answer. He pushed her under a table in the corner, 

behind a large waste bin. He leaned close to her and whispered 

fiercely: "Stay here!" And then he ran for the refrigerator. 

He grabbed a handful of cold steaks and hurried back to the door. 

He quietly placed the first of the steaks on the floor, then moved 

back a few steps, and put down the second. . .. Through his goggles, 

he saw Lex peeping around the bin. He waved her back. He placed 

the third steak, and the fourth, moving deeper into the kitchen. 

The hissing was louder, and then the clawed hand gripped the door, 

and the big head peered cautiously around. The velociraptor paused 

at the entrance to the kitchen. Tim stood in a half-crouch at the back 

of the room, near the far leg of the steel worktable. But he had not 

had time to conceal himself; his head and shoulders still protruded 

over the table top. He was in clear view of the velociraptor. 

Slowly, Tim lowered his body, sinking beneath the table. . .. The 

velociraptor jerked its head around, looking directly at Tim. Tim 

froze. He was still exposed, but he thought, Don't move. The 

velociraptor stood motionless in the doorway. 

Sniffing. 

It's darker here, Tim thought. He can't see so well. It's making him 

cautious. But now he could smell the musty odour of the big reptile, 

and through his goggles he saw the dinosaur silently yawn, throwing 

back its long snout, exposing rows of razor-sharp teeth. The 

velociraptor stared forward again, jerking its head from side to side. 

The big eyes swivelled in the bony sockets. Tim felt his heart 

pounding. Somehow it was worse to be confronted by an animal like 

this in a kitchen, instead of the open forest. The size, the quick 

movements, the pungent odour, the hissing breath . . . 
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Check my understanding: 
List 2 differences 
between extract 1 
and 2. 

1. 

2. 

  
  
What is the over-
all perspective of 
the writer? How is 
this demonstrat-
ed? 

  

  

  

  

  

Episode 6 - Hiroshima 

A Sequence of Events: create your own timeline up to and after the 

nuclear explosion of what you consider to be of the five most            

important events . 
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Episode 6 - Hiroshima 

Dr Hachiya: Fleshing out a character 

What impression does the reader get of Dr Hachiya in extract 2? Flesh out 

his character. Consider: 

his thoughts;  

his feelings;  

and what he may say. 
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Up close, it was a much more frightening animal than the 

tyrannosaur. The Tyrannosaur was huge and powerful, but it wasn't 

especially smart. The velociraptor was man-size, and it was clearly 

quick and intelligent; Tim feared the searching eyes almost as much 

as the sharp teeth. The velociraptor sniffed. It stepped forward-

moving directly toward Lex! It must smell her, somehow! Tim's heart 

thumped. 

The velociraptor stopped. It bent over slowly. 

He's found the steak. 

Tim wanted to bend down, to look below the table, but he didn't 

dare move. He stood frozen in a half-crouch, listening to the 

crunching sound. The dinosaur was eating it. Bones and all. The 

raptor raised its slender head, and looked around. It sniffed. It saw 

the second steak. It moved quickly forward. It bent down. 

Silence. 

The raptor didn't eat it. The head came back up. Tim's legs burned 

from the crouch, but he didn't move. Why hadn't the animal eaten 

the second steak? A dozen ideas flashed through his mind-it didn't 

like the taste of beef, it didn't like the coldness, it didn't like the fact 

that the meat wasn't alive, it smelled a trap, it smelled Lex, it 

smelled Tim, it saw Tim- 

The velociraptor moved very quickly now. It found the third steak, 

dipped its head, looked up again, and moved on. Tim held his 

breath. The dinosaur was now just a few feet from him, Tim could 

see the small twitches in the muscles of the flanks. He could see the 

crusted blood on the claws of the hand. He could see the fine 

pattern of striations within the spotted pattern, and the folds of skin 

in the neck below the jaw. The velociraptor sniffed. It jerked its 
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head, and looked right at Tim. Tim nearly gasped with fright. Tim's 

body was rigid, tense. He watched as the reptile eye moved, 

scanning the room. Another sniff. 

He's got me, Tim thought. 

Then the head jerked back to look forward, and the animal went on, 

toward the fifth steak. Tim thought, Lex please don't move please 

don't move whatever you do please don't . . . 

The velociraptor sniffed the steak, and moved on. It was now at the 

open door to the freezer. Tim could see the smoke billowing out, 

curling along the floor toward the animal's feet. One big clawed foot 

lifted, then came down again, silently. The dinosaur hesitated. Too 

cold, Tim thought. He won't go in there, it's too cold, he won't go in 

he won't go in he won't go in. . . . 

The dinosaur went in. 

The head disappeared, then the body, then the stiff tail. 

Tim sprinted, flinging his weight against the stainless-steel door of 

the locker, slamming it shut. It slammed on the tip of the tail! The 

door wouldn't shut! The velociraptor roared, a terrifying loud sound. 

Inadvertently, Tim took a step back-the tail was gone! He slammed 

the door shut and heard it click! Closed! 

"Lex! Lex!" he was screaming. He heard the raptor pounding against 

the door, felt it thumping the steel. He knew there was a flat steel 

knob inside, and if the raptor hit that, it would knock the door open. 

They had to get the door locked. "Lex!" 

Lex was by his side. "What do you want!" 

Tim leaned against the horizontal door handle, holding it shut. 

"There's a pin! A little pin! Get the pin!" 
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saw - complete silence. 

All who could were moving in the direction of the hospital. I joined in 

the dismal parade when my strength was somewhat recovered, and 

at last reached the gates of the Communications Bureau. 

Glossary  

Assuaged: make (an unpleasant feeling) less intense 

Averted: turn away (one's eyes or thoughts). 
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wife gone, a feeling of dreadful loneliness overcame me. 

I must have gone out of my head lying there in the road because the 

next thing I recall was discovering that the clot on my thigh had 

been dislodged and blood was again spurting from the wound. 

I pressed my hand to the bleeding area and after a while the 

bleeding stopped and I felt better. 

Could I go on? 

I tried. It was all a nightmare - my wounds, the darkness, the road 

ahead. My movements were ever so slow; only my mind was 

running at top speed. 

In time I came to an open space where the houses had been 

removed to make a fire lane. Through the dim light I could make out 

ahead of me the hazy outlines of the Communications Bureau's big 

concrete building, and beyond it the hospital. My spirits rose 

because I knew that now someone would find me; and if I should 

die, at least my body would be found. I paused to rest. Gradually 

things around me came into focus. There were the shadowy forms 

of people, some of whom looked like walking ghosts. Others moved 

as though in pain, like scarecrows, their arms held out from their 

bodies with forearms and hands dangling. These people puzzled me 

until I suddenly realized that they had been burned and were 

holding their arms out to prevent the painful friction of raw surfaces 

rubbing together. A naked woman carrying a naked baby came into 

view. I averted my gaze. Perhaps they had been in the bath. But 

then I saw a naked man, and it occurred to me that, like myself, 

some strange thing had deprived them of their clothes. An old 

woman lay near me with an expression of suffering on her face; but 

she made no sound. Indeed, one thing was common to everyone I 
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The velociraptor roared like a lion, the sound muffled by the thick 

steel. It crashed its whole body against the door. 

"I can't see anything!" Lex shouted. 

The pin was dangling beneath the door handle, swinging on a little 

metal chain. "It's right there!" 

"I can't see it!" she screamed, and then Tim realized she wasn't 

wearing the goggles. 

"Feel for it!" 

He saw her little hand reaching up, touching his, groping for the pin, 

and with her so close to him he could feel how frightened she was, 

her breath in little panicky gasps as she felt for the pin, and the 

velociraptor slammed against the door and it opened - God, it 

opened-but the animal hadn't expected that and had already turned 

back for another try and Tim slammed the door shut again. Lex 

scrambled back, reached up in the darkness. 

"I have it!" Lex cried, clutching the pin in her hand, and she pushed it 

through the hole. It slid out again. 

"From the top, put it in from the top!" 

She held it again, lifting it on the chain, swinging it over the handle, 

and down. Into the hole. 

Locked. 

The velociraptor roared. Tim and Lex stepped back from the door as 

the dinosaur slammed into it again. With each impact, the heavy 

steel wall hinges creaked, but they held. Tim didn't think the animal 

could possibly open the door. 

The raptor was locked in. 
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He gave a long sigh. "Let's go," he said. 

He took her hand, and they ran. 

Glossary  

Iridescent:: showing luminous colours that seem to change when seen from 
different angles. 

Protruded: to stick out from or through something. 

Pungent: smelling or tasting very strong and sharp. 

Striations: a pattern of lines or grooves on the surface of something. 

 

 

Check my understanding: 
Define Retrieval   

  

Define Deduction   

  

I can use retrieval and 
deduction skills 

/6 

Interesting fact: Velociraptors in the films 

were really modelled on Deinonychus, a 

name that the films' producers presumably 

considered too hard for audiences to pro-

nounce. 
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Episode 6 - Hiroshima 

Dr Hachiya’s Diary Extract 2 - After the Blast 

Dr. Hachiya and his wife make there way to the street. As the homes around them 

collapse, they realize they must move on, and begin their journey to the hospital a 

few hundred yards away. 

We started out, but after twenty or thirty steps I had to stop. My 

breath became short, my heart pounded, and my legs gave way 

under me. An overpowering thirst seized me and I begged Yaeko-

san to find me some water. But there was no water to be found. 

After a little my strength somewhat returned and we were able to 

go on. 

I was still naked, and although I did not feel the least bit of shame, I 

was disturbed to realize that modesty had deserted me. On 

rounding a corner, we came upon a soldier standing idly in the 

street. He had a towel draped across his shoulder, and I asked if he 

would give it to me to cover my nakedness. The soldier surrendered 

the towel quite willingly but said not a word. A little later I lost the 

towel, and Yaeko-san took off her apron and tied it around my loins. 

Our progress towards the hospital was interminably slow, until 

finally, my legs, stiff from drying blood, refused to carry me farther. 

The strength, even the will, to go on deserted me, so I told my wife, 

who was almost as badly hurt as I, to go on alone. This she objected 

to, but there was no choice. She had to go ahead and try to find 

someone to come back for me. 

Yaeko-san looked into my face for a moment, and then, without 

saying a word, turned away and began running towards the 

hospital. Once, she looked back and waved and in a moment she 

was swallowed up in the gloom. It was quite dark now, and with my 
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Episode 6 - Hiroshima 

Dr Hachiya: Fleshing out a character 

What impression does the reader get of Dr Hachiya in extract 1? Flesh out 

his character. Consider: 

his thoughts;  

his feelings;  

and what he may say. 
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Episode 1 – The T Rex https://youtu.be/v5Co3A3fLBo 

 

Jurassic Park Film Clip: As you watch the clip, fill in the table about 

anything you notice.  

Tension: Mental or emotional strain 

See Think Wonder 

    Model:  Children 
in the car/truck, rain 
pouring, T-Rex out-
side. 

 The T-Rex is trying 
to get to the chil-
dren.  The children 
are terrified. 
 

Will it get them?  Are 
they going to get 
killed? Where are 
their parents? 

  
 

    

      

Check my understanding: 
Both the extract and film 
create tensions and  
suspense because… 

  

  

But …   

  

So…   
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Episode 1 – The Tyrannosaurus Rex 

Jurassic Park: Describe and Entertain  

Name: 

Arms: 

Eyes: 

Head: 

Claws/feet: 

Mouth: 

Legs: 

Movements: 

Fronted Adverbials/adverbs 

 

Verbs 

 

Imagery:  
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All over the right side of my body I was cut and bleeding. A large 

splinter was protruding from a mangled wound in my thigh, and 

something warm trickled into my mouth. My cheek was torn, I 

discovered as I felt it gingerly, with the lower lip laid wide open. 

Embedded in my neck was a sizable fragment of glass which I matter-

of-factly dislodged, and with the detachment of one stunned and 

shocked I studied it and my blood-stained hand. 

Where was my wife? 

Suddenly thoroughly alarmed, I began to yell for her: 'Yaeko-san! 

Yaeko-san! Where are you?' Blood began to spurt. Had [a major 

artery] been cut? Would I bleed to death? Frightened and irrational, I 

called out again 'It's a five-hundred-ton bomb! Yaeko-san, where are 

you? A five- hundred-ton bomb has fallen!' 

Yaeko-san, pale and frightened, her clothes torn and blood stained, 

emerged from the ruins of our house holding her elbow. Seeing her, I 

was reassured. My own panic assuaged, I tried to reassure her. 

'We'll be all right,' I exclaimed. 'Only let's get out of here as fast as 

we can.' 

She nodded, and I motioned for her to follow me." 

It was all a nightmare... 
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Episode 6 - Hiroshima 

Dr Hachiya’s Diary Extract 1 – Suddenly, a flash! 

Dr. Hachiya is resting after a busy night shift at the hospital.  

The hour was early; the morning still, warm, and beautiful. 

Shimmering leaves, reflecting sunlight from a cloudless sky, made a 

pleasant contrast with shadows in my garden as I gazed absently 

through wide-flung doors opening to the south. 

Clad in drawers and undershirt, I was sprawled on the living room 

floor exhausted because I had just spent a sleepless night on duty as 

an air warden in my hospital. 

Suddenly, a strong flash of light startled me - and then another. So 

well does one recall little things that I remember vividly how a stone 

lantern in the garden became brilliantly lit and I debated whether this 

light was caused by a magnesium flare or sparks from a passing 

trolley. 

Garden shadows disappeared. The view where a moment before had 

been so bright and sunny was now dark and hazy. Through swirling 

dust, I could barely discern a wooden column that had supported one 

corner of my house. It was leaning crazily and the roof sagged 

dangerously. 

Moving instinctively, I tried to escape, but rubble and fallen timbers 

barred the way. By picking my way cautiously I managed to reach the 

roka [an outside hallway] and stepped down into my garden. 

Weakness overcame me, so I stopped to regain my strength. To my 

surprise I discovered that I was completely naked - how odd! Where 

were my drawers and undershirt? 

What had happened? 
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Check my understanding: 

The most interesting 
thing I learnt this  
episode was… 

  

  

I think I was good at …   

  

The concept I found 
the trickiest was…. 

  

  

Episode 2 – Pompeii 

Pompeii Video Clip: As you watch the clip, fill in the table when you 

notice something interesting.  

Noticed, Noted, Not Sure: Ideas: 

 Noticed 

(what did you notice that’s  

interesting?) 

  
 

 Noted 

(what do you think is important  

Information?) 

  

 Not Sure 

(What did you find a bit confusing?) 
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Episode 2 – Pompeii 

Pompeii Multiple Choice: Use the extract to retrieve and circle the 

correct answer.  

The Eruption 

On August 24, 79AD Mount Vesuvius literally blew its top, spewing 

tons of molten ash, pumice and sulphuric gas miles. 

A "firestorm" of poisonous vapours and molten debris engulfed the 

surrounding area suffocating the inhabitants of the neighbouring 

Roman resort cities of Pompeii, Herculaneum and Stabiae, in Italy. 

Tons of falling debris filled the streets until nothing remained to be 

seen of the once thriving communities. 

Rediscovering Pompeii 

Pompeii remained mostly untouched until 1748, when a group of 

explorers looking for ancient artefacts arrived and began to dig. They 

found that the ashes had acted as a marvellous preservative: 

Underneath all that dust, Pompeii was almost exactly as it had been 

almost 2,000 years before. Its buildings were intact. Skeletons were 

frozen right where they’d fallen. Everyday objects and household 

goods littered the streets. Later archaeologists even uncovered jars 

of preserved fruit and loaves of bread! 

1. Pompeii is in… 

 Greece 

 Spain 

 Italy 

2. The name of the active volcano is… 

 Mt. Versilies 

 Mt. Vesuvius 

 Mt. Olympus 
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2. What drove FDR to fund the creation of the atom bomb? 

A: The rise of Nazi Germany 

B: Albert Einstein's letter 

C: The Japanese attack on Pearl Harbour 

D: All of the above 
 

3. What was the Manhattan Project? 

A: A construction project in New York City 

B: The research project to create an atom bomb 

C: A Nazi spy operation 

D: The start of the Soviet space program 
 

4. Why did President Truman authorize the use of the atom  

bomb on Japan? 

A: He hated the Japanese people 

B: He wanted to do as much damage as possible 

C: He thought it would save the most lives and quickly end 

the war  

D: He wanted to see if it would work             

5. How did the Soviets learn about the atom bomb? 

A: They had spies in the Manhattan Project 
B: They had agents in Japan when the bombs fell 

C: They intercepted Albert Einstein's letter 

D: President FDR told them 
 

6. What was the result of the development of the atom 

bomb? 

A: The Cold War 

B: The surrender of Japan in WWII 

C: A potential solution to the energy crisis 

D: All of the above 
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1. Who invented the concept of the atom bomb? 

A: Americans 

B: J. Robert Oppenheimer 

C: Multiple international scientists working independently 

D: Albert Einstein 

 

bombs (fission means the atom splits). 

At the same time, the Nazis had their own nuclear weapons program, but 

were way behind the Americans. The weapon was ready for preliminary 

tests three months after Germany's surrender in 1945. The scientists 

successfully blew up the first nuclear bomb in the New Mexico desert. That 

same month, the United States issued an ultimatum to Japan, who was still 

in the war-surrender or face 'complete and utter destruction.' 

The Japanese declined surrender, and to avoid a long and bloody land 

battle, President Truman authorized the detonation of two nuclear 

weapons in Japan. The bombs were dropped by planes on the cities of 

Hiroshima and Nagasaki, killing more than one hundred thousand people 

instantly and many more in the following months from radiation sickness. 

Though Japan surrendered as a result, the Soviets had managed to plant 

spies in the Manhattan Project, and soon developed their own nuclear 

weapons. The armament on both sides resulted in the subsequent Cold 

War. 

Surprisingly, the atom bomb potentially prevented outright bloodshed in 

the Cold War, as anyone who used it would be destroyed by the 

opposition's bombs, a concept termed 'mutually assured destruction.' 

Though atomic energy could potentially be used to solve the energy crisis, 

it also has the potential to be horribly destructive if it falls into the wrong 

hands. 
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3. The eruption took place during… 

 80AD 

 79AD 

 79BC 

4. What date did a group of explorers arrive to look for artefacts? 

 1655 

 2012 

 1748 

5. What had the ashes acted ‘marvellously’ as? 

 Food 

 Fertiliser 

 Preservative 

6. How many years had it ‘almost been’ when the  

archaeologists arrived? 

 10000 

 400 

 2000 

Check my understanding: 

What are 2 interesting 
facts about this  
disastrous event?  

  

  

What, in your opinion, 
was the worst part 
about the event?  

  

  

I can use retrieval and 
deduction skills. 

/6 
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Episode 2 – Pompeii 

A letter from 79AD: in a letter to Tacitus, Pliny describes what happened to him 

and to his mother during the second day of the Pompeii disaster. This is a 

translated extract taken from that letter. 

Pliny’s letter  

[…] Ashes were already falling, not as yet very thickly. 
I looked round: a dense black cloud was coming up behind 
us, spreading over the earth like a flood. 'Let us leave the 
road while we can still see,' I said, 'or we shall be knocked 
down and trampled underfoot in the dark by the crowd 
behind.' We had scarcely sat down to rest when darkness 
fell, not the dark of a moonless or cloudy night, but as if 
the lamp had been put out in a closed room. 

You could hear the shrieks of women, the wailing of 
infants, and the shouting of men; some were calling their 
parents, others their children or their wives, trying to 
recognize them by their voices. People  bewailed their own 
fate or that of their relatives, and there were some who 
prayed for death in their terror of dying. Many besought 
the aid of the gods, but still more imagined there were no 
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Hiroshima Multiple Choice: Use the factual extract to retrieve 

information and circle the correct answer.  

The atom bomb is arguably the most destructive invention in human 

history. It has the power to level cities and kill hundreds of thousands of 

people at once-the United States, to this day, is the only country to use the 

atom bomb in war. 

In the early 20th century, physicists discovered the properties of atoms, and 

realized that they held tremendous amounts of energy inside them which 

were not previously apparent. Winston Churchill himself speculated that a 

bomb 'no bigger than an orange' might be able to destroy a city block. 

In 1934, a German physicist named Leó Szilárd escaped to London, where he 

patented the concept of a nuclear chain reaction-in which one nuclear 

reaction triggers several others to take place-and gave birth to the 

preliminary concept of an atom bomb. Scientists all over the world were 

doing concurrent experiments to push our understanding of the process. 

When World War II broke out, both sides of the war knew that the atom 

bomb was theoretically possible, though thus far nobody had been able to 

successfully create one. 

The fears that the Nazis might build an atom bomb led Albert Einstein to 

pen a letter to US President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, telling him about the 

dangers of the weapon. The Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941 

spurred the President into action, and he commissioned the Manhattan 

Project. The Manhattan Project consisted of many of the world's greatest 

scientists. This included many who had escaped Europe in the wake of 

World War II. These men and women were tasked with creating an atom 

bomb, set up in secret sites all over the US-eminently in Los Alamos, New 

Mexico-and given unprecedented funding. 

The team, led by J. Robert Oppenheimer, conducted research which rapidly 

advanced the scientific understanding that had been the norm up until that 

point. They performed experiments with uranium and plutonium fission 
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Check my understanding: 

The most interesting 
thing I learnt this  
episode was… 

  

  

I think I was good at …   

  

The concept I found 
the trickiest was…. 

  

  

Noticed, Noted, Not Sure: Ideas: 

 Noticed 

(what did you notice that’s  

shocking?) 

  
 

 Noted 

(what do you think is important  

information?) 

  

 Not Sure 

(What did you find a bit confusing?) 

 

Episode 6 - Hiroshima  https://youtu.be/3wxWNAM8Cso 

Hiroshima Clip: As you watch the clip, fill in the table about the 

bombing.  
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gods left, and that the universe was plunged into eternal 
darkness for evermore. 

There were people, too, who added to the real perils by 
inventing fictitious dangers: some reported that part of   
Misenum had collapsed or another part was on fire, and 
though their tales were false they found others to believe 
them. A gleam of light returned, but we took this to be a 
warning of the approaching flames rather than daylight. 
However, the flames remained some distance off; then 
darkness came on once more and ashes began to fall again, 
this time in heavy showers. We rose from time to time and 
shook them off, otherwise we should have been buried and 
crushed beneath their weight. I could boast that not a groan 
or cry of fear escaped me in these perils, but I admit that I 
derived some poor consolation in my mortal lot from the 
belief that the whole world was dying with me and I with it. 

Glossary  

Pumice: a very light and porous rock. 

Peril: serious and immediate danger.  

Fictitious: not real or true; imaginary or fabricated. 

. 

Key: 

 Emotive language 

 Opinion 

 Facts 

 Imagery 
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Episode 2 – Pompeii 

Which quotation from the letter do you think best represents the 

picture? Write the quotation underneath.  
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Episode 5 – Titanic  

Inform and Advise: Use the template to plan a leaflet. How would 

you ensure a travel has the most important information?  
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Check my understanding: 
Leaflet Format: 
  

What three 
things should we 

include on a 
leaflet? 

1. 

  

  

  

  

  

Episode 5 – Titanic  

Ideas Exterior Interior Destinations 

 

   

A New Way to Travel: Collate notes and generate ideas for this new 

mode of transport. What would people want to know?  
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Episode 2 – Pompeii 

Planning a Letter: Persuade and Inform  

Your address: 

_________________________

________________________ 

How will you open your letter? 

-______________________________________, 

Paragraph 1:  

Discourse Marker: 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________

How will you end your letter? 

-_____________________________________ 

Their address: 

________________________

________________________ 
Date: ____________________________ 

Paragraph 2:  

Discourse Marker: 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________

Paragraph 3:  

Discourse Marker: 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________
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Check my understanding: 

The most interesting 
thing I learnt this  
episode was… 

  

  

I think I was good at …   

  

The concept I found 
the trickiest was…. 

  

  

Episode 3 – The Heart of Darkness 

This is an extract from The Heart of Darkness: First published in 1899.  The 

novella is the story of two men, Marlow and Kurtz, and their experiences in the 

remote colonial outposts of Belgian Congo. The narrator is describing the 

experience of going up the River Congo in Africa, in a steamboat. 

The Heart of Darkness – Joseph Conrad 

Going up that river was like travelling back to the earliest 

beginnings of the world, when vegetation rioted on the earth and 

the big trees were kings.  An empty stream, a great silence, an 

impenetrable forest.  The air was warm, thick, heavy, sluggish.  

There was no joy in the brilliance of the sunshine.  The long 

stretches of the river ran on, deserted, into the gloom of 

overshadowed distances.  On silvery sandbanks, hippos and 

alligators sunned themselves side by side. 

The broadening waters flowed through a mob of wooded islands; 

you lost your way on that river as you would in a desert, till you 

thought yourself bewitched and cut off for ever from everything 

you had once known.  There were moments when one’s past came 

33 

As the ship sank we could hear the screaming a mile away. Gradually it     

became fainter and fainter and died away. Some of the lifeboats that had 

room for more might have gone to their rescue, but it would have meant 

that those who were in the water would have swarmed aboard and sunk 

her.  

 

   Glossary  

bow: front end of a ship or boat  

stern: rear end of a ship or boat  

steerage: cheapest passenger accommodation on board ship, with only 

basic facilities  

perpendicularly: at a right angle to the water  

swarmed: rushed in a mass   

Titanic Sinks: Create a timeline for the sinking of the Titanic, using 

quotations to support your picture.  
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Episode 5 – Titanic  

This is an extract from The Titanic: From a Lifeboat : Taken from a personal       

witness account of the ship sinking, that was published in The New York Times on 

19 April 1912. 

We did not begin to understand the situation till we were perhaps a mile or 

more away from the Titanic. Then we could see the rows of lights along the 

decks begin to slant gradually upward from the bow1. Very slowly the lines of 

light began to point downward at a greater and greater angle. The sinking 

was so slow that you could not perceive the lights of the deck changing their 

position. The slant seemed to be greater about every quarter of  an hour. 

That was the only difference.  

 

In a couple of hours, though, she began to go down more rapidly. Then the 

fearful sight began. The people in the ship were just beginning to realize how 

great their danger was. When the forward part of the ship dropped suddenly 

at a faster rate, so that the upward  slope became marked, there was a 

sudden rush of passengers on all the decks towards the stern. It was like a 

wave. We could see the great black mass of people in the steerage sweeping 

to the rear part of the boat and breaking through into the upper decks. At 

the distance of about a mile we could distinguish everything through the 

night, which was perfectly clear. We could make out the increasing 

excitement on board the boat as the people, rushing to and fro, caused the 

deck lights to disappear and reappear as they passed in front of them.  

 

This panic went on, it seemed, for an hour. Then suddenly the ship seemed 

to shoot up out of the water and stand there perpendicularly. It seemed to 

us that it stood upright in the water for four full minutes.  

Then it began to slide gently downwards. Its speed increased as it went down 

head first, so that the stern shot down with a rush.  

 

The lights continued to burn till it sank. We could see the people packed 

densely in the stern till it was gone...  
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back to one, as it will sometimes; but it came in the shape of an 

unrestful and noisy dream, remembered with wonder in the midst of 

this strange world of plants, and water, and silence.  And this stillness 

of life did not in the least resemble a peace. 

On we went into the silence, along empty stretches, round the still 

bends, between the high walls of our winding way, the heavy beat of 

the stern-wheel echoing in hollow claps.  Trees, trees, millions of 

trees, massive, immense, running up high; and at their foot, hugging 

the bank against the stream, crept the little steamboat, like a sluggish 

beetle crawling on the floor of a lofty building.  It made you feel very 

small, very lost. 

We penetrated deeper and deeper into the heart of darkness.  It was 

very quiet there.  At night, sometimes the roll of drums behind the 

curtain of trees would run up the river and remain, as if hovering in 

the air high over our heads, till the first break of day.  Whether it 

meant war, peace or prayer we could not tell.  We are wanderers on 

prehistoric earth, on an earth that seemed like an unknown planet. 

Glossary  

Impenetrable: Impossible to pass through or enter. 

Penetrated: Go into or through (something), especially with force or 

effort. 

Wanderer/s: People who travel aimlessly; a traveller. 
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Episode 3 – The Heart of Darkness 

The Heart of Darkness Extract: As you read, fill in the table when 

you notice something that reveals the narrator’s perspective.  

See Think Wonder 

      WAGOLL 
Exotic animals 

‘hippos and                

alligators’ 

  
These are dangerous 
animals s it must be 
a hostile place. 

 
Why has the narrator 
gone to a place that 
is so dangerous if he 
seems uneasy?  

  
 

    

      

Check my understanding: 
Define perspective   

  

Define point of view   

  

What point of view 
is the story being 
told from? 

  

  

What is the narra-
tor’s perspective? 
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Episode 4 – The Moon Seed 

Mars Seed Evolution: create a timeline of your plants growth 

drawing and making notes of interesting verbs and imagery so it is 

as descriptive as possible. 

Check my understanding: 

The most interesting 
thing I learnt this  
episode was… 

  

  

I think I was good at …   

  

The concept I found 
the trickiest was…. 
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In a few minutes, as it seemed, the buds of the more forward of 
these plants had lengthened into a stem and were even putting 
forth a second whorl of leaves, and all the slope that had seemed so 
recently a lifeless stretch of litter was now dark with the stunted 
olive-green herbage of 
bristling spikes that swayed with the vigour of their growing. […] 
 
Beyond, out of gullies and flats that had been hidden from us, but 
not from the quickening sun, over reefs and banks of shining rock, a 
bristling beard of spiky and fleshy vegetation was straining into view, 
hurrying tumultuously to take advantage of the brief day in which it 
must flower and fruit and seed again and die. It was like a miracle, 
that growth. So, one must imagine, the trees and plants arose at the 
Creation and covered the desolation of the new-made earth. 

Feelings of wonder 

Direct address  

Glossary  

Incredulous: (of a person or their manner) unwilling or unable to 

believe something. 

Vigour: physical strength and good health or: 

effort, energy, and enthusiasm. 

Tumultuous: making an uproar or loud, confused noise or: 

excited, confused, or disorderly. 

Desolation: a state of complete emptiness or destruction. 
21 

Episode 3 – The Heart of Darkness 

Travelling on the river: Retrieve three examples of figurative         

language from the extract; draw the picture it creates in your mind 

and choose a feeling it creates as a result. 

      

Example of figurative 
language: 
  
  
 
Mood (feeling) it creates: 
  

Example of figurative 
language: 
  
  
 
Mood (feeling) it creates: 
  

Example of figurative 
language: 
  
  
 
Mood (feeling) it creates: 
  

Interesting fact: To fulfil his boy-

hood dream of traveling to the 

Congo, Conrad took command of a 

steamship in the Belgian Congo in 

1890, and his experiences in the 

Congo came to provide the outline 

for Heart of Darkness.  
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Episode 3 – The Heart of Darkness 

The Island: Draw an outline of your island and create a key for    

interesting landmarks, habitats etc.   

Name of Island: ______________________________ 

Key: 
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had not been made in vain, that we had come to no arid waste of 
minerals, but to a world that lived and moved! We watched 
intensely. I remember I kept rubbing the glass before me with my 
sleeve, jealous of the faintest suspicion of mist. 
 
The picture was clear and vivid only in the middle of the field. All 
about that centre the dead fibres and seeds were magnified and 
distorted by the curvature of the glass. But we could see enough! 
One after another all down the sunlit slope these miraculous little 
brown bodies burst and gaped apart, like seed-pods, like the husks of 
fruits; opened eager mouths. that drank in the heat and light pouring 
in a cascade from the newly-risen sun. 
 
Every moment more of these seed coats ruptured, and even as they 
did so the swelling pioneers overflowed their rent-distended seed-
cases, and passed into the second stage of growth. With a steady 
assurance, a swift deliberation, these amazing seeds thrust a rootlet 
downward to the earth 
and a queer little bundle-like bud into the air. In a little while the 
whole slope was dotted with minute plantlets standing at attention 
in the blaze of the sun. 
 
They did not stand for long. The bundle-like buds swelled and 
strained and opened with a jerk, thrusting out a coronet of little 
sharp tips, spreading a whorl of tiny, spiky, brownish leaves, that 
lengthened rapidly, lengthened visibly even as we watched. The 
movement was slower than any animal’s, swifter than any plant’s I 
have ever seen before. How can I suggest it to you - the way that 
growth went on? The leaf tips grew so that they moved onward even 
while we looked at them. The brown seed-case shrivelled and was 
absorbed with an equal rapidity. Have you ever on a cold day taken a 
thermometer into your warm hand and watched the little thread of 
mercury creep up the tube? These moon plants grew like that. 
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Episode 4 – The Moon Seed 

This is an extract from The First Men in the Moon (1901): In this extract, the 

narrator discovers something remarkable!  

Extract 1 (From Chapter 8): The First Men in the Moon – H.G. Wells 

Something arrested my attention. I had discovered among these 
needles a number of little round objects. And it seemed to me that 
one of these had moved.  
 
“Cavor,” I whispered. 
 
“What?” 
 
But I did not answer at once. I stared incredulous. For an instant I 
could not believe my eyes. I gave an inarticulate cry. I gripped his 
arm. I pointed.” Look!” I cried, finding my tongue.” There! Yes! And 
there!” 
 
His eyes followed my pointing finger.” Eh?” he said. 
 
How can I describe the thing I saw? It is so petty a thing to state, 
and yet it seemed so wonderful, so pregnant with emotion. I have 
said that amidst the stick-like litter were these rounded bodies, 
these little oval bodies that might have passed as very small 
pebbles. And now first one and then another had stirred, had 
rolled over and cracked, and down the crack of each of them 
showed a minute line of yellowish green, thrusting outward to 
meet the hot encouragement of the newly-risen sun. For a 
moment that was all, and then there stirred, and burst a third! 
 
“It is a seed,” said Cavor. And then I heard him whisper very softly: 
“Life!” 
 
“Life!” And immediately it poured upon us that our vast journey 
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Episode 3 – The Heart of Darkness 

The Island: Zoom in on some interesting wildlife/people/landmarks 

etc. Draw the zoomed in image and be as descriptive as possible. 

You must include figurative language. 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 
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Check my understanding: 

Travel Writing 
Form: 
  

What are three 
conventions of 
travel writing? 

1. 

  

  

  

  

  

Check my understanding: 

The most interesting 
thing I learnt this  
episode was… 

  

  

I think I was good at …   

  

The concept I found 
the trickiest was…. 
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Transportation Date created 

Appearance in 

1901 

Biggest            

difference to 

2019 

Aeroplane 

   

Train 

   

Spaceship 

   

Check my understanding: 
  
What was technology 
like in 1901? 

  

  

  
  
What does this reveal 
about Wells as a  
writer? Why? 
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Episode 4 – The Moon Seed 

H.G. Wells Film Clips: As you watch the clips, fill in the table when you 

notice something about technology.  https://youtu.be/3YusEFOIxBY 

Noticed, Noted, Not Sure: Ideas: 

 Noticed 

(what technology did you notice?) 
  
 

 Noted 

(why might this use of technology be 

interesting 

  

 Not Sure 

(What did you find a bit confusing?) 

 

The world of travel in 1901: Use the internet to research          

Information about the following  inventions:  

Transportation Date created 

Appearance in 

1901 

Biggest            

difference to 

2019 

Car 

   

Bicycle 
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Episode 4 – The Moon Seed 

This is an extract from The First Men in the Moon (1901): In this extract, the 

narrator gets his first glimpse of earth from outer space.  

Extract 1 (From Chapter 5): The First Men in the Moon – H.G. Wells 

Then with a click the window flew open. I fell clumsily upon hands 
and face and saw for a moment between my black extended fingers, 
our mother earth – a planet in a downward sky. 
 
We were still very near – Cavor told me the distance was, perhaps, 
eight hundred miles – and the huge terrestrial disc filled all heaven. 
But already it was plain to see that the world was a globe. The land 
below us was in twilight and vague, but westward the vast grey 
stretches of the Atlantic shone like molten silver under the receding 
day. I think I recognised the cloud-dimmed coastlines of France and 
Spain and the south of England, and then with a click the shutter 
closed again, and I found myself in a state of extraordinary 
confusion, sliding slowly over the smooth glass.  

Views from space: You have a 30 second opportunity to glance at 
earth from space; what might you see? 

See Think Wonder 

  
  

  
  

  
  


