
 
 
 
 

Virtual Learning: 
• Paragraphs and writing structure 

• Tenses (past and present for creative writing) 

• Homophones and common spelling errors 

• Accurate punctuation 

• Accurate sentences 

 

Grammar Skills 
Name…………………………………………. 



Key points to remember in English: 
Tips on learning spellings 
Write out the word correctly a few times. Then see if you can write it out three times correctly 
without looking. If not, keep practicing! 

• Get someone to test you. Can you visualise the spelling and speak the letters at the same 
time? 

• Do you know the meaning of the word? You will need to for the written task. Check the 
word’s meaning in a dictionary, online or through a dictionary app. 

• Write, cover, check. 
• Say it as it is spelled. 
• Learn a spelling rule e.g. i before e, except after c. 

Weird ways to learn your spellings! 
Rainbow Words - spell words using different coloured pens or pencils for each letter. 
Small/Medium/Large Words - write the word using the smallest letters you can possibly write, 
then doing it normal sized and finally jumbo sized. 
Scrabble Spelling - use scrabble pieces to build words. 
Sing - Use whatever song or beat you like, but a simple B-I-N-G-O like song & some clapping works 
wonders, especially on the first day of practicing words. 
Record – Record yourself and listen back to you spelling words. 
Make a Video - use your phone to take some quick video of you spelling the target words. 

 
Grammar Tips 
There, their and they’re They’re over there, talking with their friends. 

To, too and two I was too late to catch the two o’clock film. 

Its and it’s Look at that dog. It’s over there on its own 

Effect or affect My work was affected by the effects of glandular fever 

Your and you’re You’re amazing at tidying your room. 

Could have/should have. Not 
‘of’ 

 
She could have won her race, and she should have. 

Here and hear Come over here, you can hear the music better. 
 
 

Structure and Paragraphing 
 

 You need to organise and structure your work. It should be in clear, appropriate steps. If it's 
muddled, it will confuse the reader. 

 Think about the beginning - will it interest other people? Will it make them sit up and take 
notice? 

 Remember to use a new paragraph for a new time, place, topic or person. 
 The ending is not just when you stop writing - you need to make it memorable and as 

interesting as the start. 



Word Classes/Parts of Speech 
 

Noun – A naming word: tree, Bob, pen. 

Verb – A doing or action word, e.g. walk, be, say. 

Adjective – Describes a noun: blue, big, thin. 

Adverb – Describes a verb: quietly, fast. 

Preposition – Describes position: behind, in, after 

Pronoun – Replaces a noun: he, she, you, I. 

Definite article – The word ‘the’. 

Indefinite article – The words ‘a’ and ‘an’ 

Nouns 
 

• A noun is a naming word. 
• Common nouns are names of people, places or things: a girl, the park, a dragon. 
• A proper noun is the name of a particular person, place or thing. Proper nouns 

begin with capital letters: France, Jenny. 
• A collective noun is the name of a group of things or people: a swarm of bees, an army, 
a flock. 
• An abstract noun is the name of a feeling or an idea: love, jealousy, anger 
• It is usually possible to put an “article” such as “a”, “an” or “the” before 

common, collective or abstract nouns. 
 
Look at the box of nouns below. Copy and complete the chart by sorting the nouns from 
the box into the chart.  Challenge:  add some of your own to the lists.  

 

 

 
 
 
 

Proper nouns Common nouns 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 

Sarah 

Wednesday 

park    

Sconce Park 

desk 
One Direction 
school 
Newark 
love 
book 

doctor 
Mars 

planet  

bus pyramid 
supermarket 
 
Asda 
shopping 
Suzanne 
town 
sister 



 
Unscramble the words from the box to find clues to the following questions. They are all 
proper nouns so make sure you use a capital letter and check your spelling! 

a) The name of the biggest desert in Africa. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
b) A famous ruler of Ancient Egypt whose tomb contained a 
golden bed. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
c) People who live in Norway. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
d) The river which flows through London. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
e) A large metal tower in Paris. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
f) The capital of Scotland. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

Find the collective nouns for ‘a lot of’ in these examples. Use the dictionary to help. 
a. A lot of cattle (h  ) ………………………………………………………… 
b. A lot of fish (s  )………………………………………………………… 
c. A lot of people about to riot (m  )…………………………………………………. 
d. A lot of ships (f  )……………………………………………………. 
e. A  lot of soldiers (a  )………………………………………………. 
f. A lot of wolves (p  )…………………………………………………………….. 

 
List all the abstract nouns in the sentences below. 

1. The head teacher asked all the students to think about the importance of friendship. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
2. When I looked at the new mother, her love for her new born baby was obvious. 
................................................................................................................................................................... 
3. He looked at the pile of money with greed in his eyes, and then he tried to grab it. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
4. He patted his full stomach with satisfaction after he finished eating his dinner. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
5. Her eyes were full of hope as she asked her mum to let her keep the puppy. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

Write a sentence using at least one common noun, one proper noun and one abstract 
noun. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………........
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………................

uaaukttnmn aashra 
ifeelf naernwgois 

hmetas hrdnbeing 



 
Homophones (words that sound the same but are spelled differently) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. bear bare 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
2. boys buoys 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
3. break brake 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
4. buy bye 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
5. drawer draw 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
6. hear here 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
7. hour our 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
8. night knight 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

 

Write a sentence for each set, showing you know the meaning of the word/s. Use a 
dictionary to look up the meaning if you are unsure. 



9. dye die 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
10. heel heal 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
11. peace piece 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
12. keys quays 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
13. rain reign 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
14. rowed road rode 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
15. scent sent 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
16. site sight 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
17. through threw 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
18. waste waist 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 



Verbs 
 

Every sentence must have a VERB. A sentence does NOT MAKE SENSE without one. A verb 
may be an ‘ACTION’ word or a BEING’ word. 

 
In the example below, the first verb is an ‘ACTION’ verb, and the second verb is a BEING 
word. 
• The TENSE of a verb tells you WHEN the action took place in time e.g. The 

dog chased the boy. The boy was terrified. 

• I am driving my   car in  the country. This  is  happening  NOW,  so  the  verb  is in the 
PRESENT tense. 

• Yesterday I drove my car in the country. This happened in the PAST, so the verb is in 
the PAST tense. 

 
Think of 5 verbs that describe what these people do. Write them in a sentence. The 
first one is done for you. 
a) A footballer jumps, runs, kicks, dives and heads a ball. 
b) A gamer…….…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
c) A fire-fighter………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
d) A singer in a band……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

.............................................................................................................................................................. 
e) An author……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
f) A teacher………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Copy and complete the chart below to show the past tense of some verbs. Be careful 
with the spelling. A dictionary may help. 

 

Today I… Yesterday 
I… 

Today 
I… 

Yesterday 
I… 

Play-am playing played speak  

jump  laugh  

shout  walk walked 

write  sit  

begin  grab  

 

 
 



Rewrite these sentences. Identify the verbs and change each one into the past tense. 
I sit at my desk.  
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
I copy all the correct spellings. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….......... 
I pop all the balloons. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
I leave the house at 8 o’clock. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
I shop at the supermarket.  
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
I grab my bag from the kitchen.  
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
I begin the book. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

The past tense of the verb in each sentence below is incorrect. Rewrite each 
sentence correctly. 
 

a) I buyed a lot of presents on holiday. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
b) The goalkeeper catched the ball. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
c) My mum leaved her bag on the train. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
d) The thief stealed the video from our house. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
e) The children all drinked their milk quickly. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
f) The water on the lake freezed over last night. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
g) Apparently, the ghost shaked its chains to scare the visitors. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
h) “Who ringed my bell?” Mrs Reynolds sayed. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
i) My sister weeped quietly at the film. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 



 Look at the verbs in the box below: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Now use the verbs to complete this chart: 
Challenge:  add some more of your own. 

 
  

Present tense (today...) Past tense (yesterday…) 

I run I ran 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

I ran We sail I am 

She sees We looked He had 

He stood I sing You make 

They write She came She reads 

They push You sell We watched 



Write out these sentences using the verb in the past tense. 
a) It took him two years, but Glen finally (to write) his novel. 

 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

b) Police searched all week but they never (to find) the missing necklace 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

c) You could tell he loved the baby by the way (to hold) it. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

d) ‘I have (to teach) you for a term and am proud of your exam results’, said our teacher. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

The following paragraph contains six errors in verb tense. Write the paragraph out 
correctly, underlining your correct verb tenses. 

 
Mean Machine! 
Recently in Birmingham, Pat Richards, a security guard, pay 50 pence in a hospital vending 

machine and reach in to get a chocolate bar. When the machine catch his hand, he rock the 
machine and kick it twice. The second kick break some wires, and he got his hand out. 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 



Joining Sentences 
 
 

These two sentences are separated by a full stop. 
 

Jason was feeling unwell. He went back to sleep. 
 

These two statements are connected by a connective/conjunction (the joining word 
`so'). Jason was feeling unwell so he went back to sleep. 
In the following sentence the word order has been changed and a new word (as) has 
been added. A comma has been used, to join the sentences together. As he was feeling 
unwell, Jason went back to sleep. 

 
Make the pairs of sentences below into one sentence. Choose the best connective from 
above in the box to help you. 

a) My mum ran for cover. It was snowing. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

b) He turned the handle very hard. He could not move it. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

c) The man sat down. He watched football. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

d) Jane sprained her ankle. She was skateboarding. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

e) This computer is useless. It is broken. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Now create your own. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

and, while, because, 
so, but, after, if 



Rewrite each sentence below as two shorter sentences. 
a) Jock could not lift the box because it was too heavy. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

b) I went to the window and looked out. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

c) As it was late, Edward went to bed. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

d) When Tom told a lie, his mother was very angry. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

e) This is the girl who lost her bag. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

f) We walked across the road which ran through town. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

g) It rained heavily so I got soaked. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

h) I read my book while Emma watched television. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Write two sentences of your own in which the connective 'because' suggests a cause 
and effect. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Write two sentences where the connective 'but' suggests an alternative. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 



……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

Verb Forms Revision 
 
Verbs may be written in different ways depending on the job they do: 
 
Verb: 

 
Use: 

Example:  

Interrogative To ask questions. Were you there? 
Imperative To give orders, commands and requests. Search for it. 

Active Where the subject of the verb performs the 
action. 

Fred drove the car. 

Passive Where the subject of the verb has something 
done to it. 

The car was driven by 
Fred. 



Copy the sentences. Say whether they are interrogative, imperative, active or 
passive. 
 
 

a) Come to the football game with me. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Type of sentence:…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

b)  What time does it start? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Type of sentence:…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

c)  The football was kicked away by the goalie. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Type of sentence:…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

d)  The programme was paid for by Dave. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Type of sentence:…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

e)  Dave’s mum drove us home from the match. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Type of sentence:…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 
 
Copy the instructions and underline the imperative verbs. 
 
 

First, turn on the warm water and fill a bowl. Add washing up liquid to the water 
and stir to make bubbles. Pull on rubber gloves to protect your hands. Place dirty 
cups, plates and cutlery into the bowl. Using a sponge or brush, scrub items until 
they are clean. Place in drainer to dry. 

 

Write step-by-step instructions for making buttered toast. Underline your 
imperative verbs. 
 



Rewrite this extract, changing the passive verbs to active ones, like this: The chef 
shaped the dough and placed it… 

The bread dough was shaped by the chef and was placed into a bread tin. It 
was then covered by a cloth and left to rise until it was seen to double in 
size. The oven was heated to 230 degrees and the bread baked for 35 
minutes. 



 
 

Changing parts of speech. 
The building blocks of sentences are called ‘parts of speech’ and they can be changed to vary 
the meaning or sense of a sentence. They can be prefixed or suffixed (something added to 
the front or end of the word) and some words can fall into two parts of speech depending on 
their context. 

E.g. ‘Leaf’ can be used as a noun and a verb – The leaf fell from the tree / He leafed through 
a magazine. 
 

Copy each sentence and underline the verb, then rewrite each sentence using the ‘ing’ and 
‘ed’ form of the verb. The first one is done for you. 

a) Julius Caesar invades Britain 
Julius Caesar was invading Britain/Julius Caesar invaded Britain. 

b) Paul copies Emma’s email address 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

c) Mr Brown walks quickly away. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….................... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

d) The army defends the camp. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

e)  Ben and Marcus try hard to pass their exams. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

f)  Mrs Smith shows how proud she is. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

g)  The students work hard to behave. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 



Write a sentence for each of the following words, using it as part of the sentence indicated. 
 
a)  giant (noun) 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
b)  ring (verb) 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
c) giant (adjective) 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

d) pine (noun) 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

e) lie (verb) 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

f) pine (verb) 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

g)  lie (noun) 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

h) along (preposition) 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

i) fall (noun) 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

j) along (adverb) 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

k) fall (verb) 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

l) blossom (noun) 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

m) ring (noun) 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

n) blossom (verb) 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 
 



Write sentences beginning with active verbs (verb + ing) using the sentences below, written 
in the present tense.  You will have to extend the sentences with a clause of your own.  E.g. 
Snapping his jaws, the alligator gobbled up the fisherman. 
 
a)  The alligator snaps its jaws. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

b) My favourite band tours all over Europe. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

c)  My mum snores loudly. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

d)  Dad stops at the traffic lights. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

e)  All of the children behave well. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Now write the opening paragraph to a story which uses past tense and a variety of 

sentence openings. (Avoid using ‘The, He, She or As’) 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 



Connecting Clauses 
A clause is a group of words. It can either be used as a whole sentence (simple) or a part 

of a sentence (compound or complex). It doesn’t necessarily make a sentence on its own. 
It contains a  verb and a subject. 

 
 

This is a single clause sentence. 
 

Tina went to the shops. – ‘Tina’ is the subject and ‘went’ is the verb. 
 
 

This is a two clause sentence, joined with a connective. 
Tina went to the shops so she could buy a book. 

 

[---------clause 1--------] [--------clause 2--------] 
 
 

1. Copy each pair of single clause sentences and join them using a suitable conjunction 
to make a compound sentence. 

 
a) I will not talk to her. I do not like her.  
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
b) There was no moon. It was difficult to see. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
c) The giant looked big. He was friendly.   
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
d) The TV was annoying. It was much too loud. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
e) My bag was small. It was very heavy.     
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
f) She listened at the door. She heard nothing. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
g) The dog ran away. The cat hissed at it.  
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
h) I saw the lions at the zoo. I was a bit scared. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 



Join up these sets of three single-cause sentences, making them into complex sentences. 
The first one is done for you. 

 

a) Our teacher walked into the hall. She sat at the piano. She played it softly. 
 
Our teacher walked into the hall, sat down at the piano and played it softly. 

 
b) The leopard climbed down from the tree. It crept through the undergrowth. It chased 

the antelope. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

c) The two boys stood in front of him. He tapped them on the shoulder. He could not see 
any of the match. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

d) I cannot lift the bag with my hand. It is painful. I injured it yesterday. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

e) The castle stood on the slope. It was under siege from all sides. It looked like the enemy 
would win. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

f) The manager shouted at the girl. She was late for work again. This was the third time in a 
week. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

What have you learned about sentences? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Choose three of the sentences from the previous page and create as many different 
sentence structures as you can, maintaining the meaning. Try starting with an active 
verb (verb +ing) or an adverb. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 



Sentence Construction – Complex Sentences 
 

A simple sentence contains just one clause. A simple sentence makes sense on its own: My nose 
is red. 

 
A complex sentence contains a main clause and at least one other, less important clause. 
The less important (subordinate) clause does not make sense by itself: My nose was red 
because I had a bad cold. [main clause]     [subordinate clause] 
 
Simple sentences can only provide basic information. A subordinate clause adds extra detail 
and interest to a sentence and makes it into a complex sentence. 

 
Copy the sentences. Underline the verbs. Write by the side of them whether they are 
simple (S) or complex (C) sentences. Explain why. The first one is done for you. 
 

a) My books are in the desk. (S) This is a simple sentence because it contains only one 
clause. 

 
b) She took my books as soon as the teacher looked away. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

c) Water leaked out. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 
d) Water dripped out where the drainpipe was leaking. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

e) Our snowman melted yesterday. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

f) All the snow melted because the air temperature rose in the country.  
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 
  



 

 
Make these simple sentences into more interesting complex ones by adding a subordinate 
clause to each. You will find examples of helpful conjunctions in the box. 

 
a) Katie did not understand. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

b) The rider fell off her horse. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
c) It will not be possible to travel.   
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

d) She had three stitches in her elbow. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

e) The house fell down. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….................

  

f) It is best to check the bus timetable. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

g) He visited the ancient ruins. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

h) Harry caught chicken pox 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Underline the subordinate clauses you have added to the sentences above. 

where, 
unless, 
although, so 
whether, 
when, 
until, 
because, 
before, if 



 
Extending Sentences 

 
You can make your writing more interesting by extending your sentences. 
There are many ways of doing this. 

 
You can ask yourself questions about the facts of what you have written: When? Why? How? 
Where? The answers to these questions will be phrases or clauses. 

 
Phrases are small groups of words. They form part of a sentence but not a sentence by 
themselves, because most of them do not contain a verb: 
 
The man walked down the road. When? The man walked down the road in the early hours of the 
morning. 

 
Extend these sentences by asking 'When?' Underline the phrase or clause you have added. 
 

a) I need to do my homework…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  

b) The firefighters had put out the fire……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

c) My aunt travelled to Cyprus…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

d) England won four-nil………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

e) The temperature never rises above freezing…………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

f) Two fans travelled to see the rock band……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Extend these sentences by asking 'Why?' Underline the phrase or clause you have added. 

 
a)  The owls flew from the nest…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..............

b) It rained heavily……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

c) The arctic has six months of darkness……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………    

d) My sister sat in the living room…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

e) Suddenly, there was a loud noise………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

f) Max decided to dig a hole………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

g) I saw the man take the bag…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….  

h) Our teacher told us to read the board………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Can you create your own sentences which add a clause about ‘why’? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 



………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 



One way of extending your sentences is to add more detail. 
 

Consider this simple format: The dog followed the man.  
 
This is not a very interesting sentence. Write more about the dog and the man. Add some 
adjectives: The brown dog followed the tall man.  
 
Use a different verb: The brown dog shuffled behind the tall man.  
 
Add an adverb: The brown dog shuffled painfully behind the tall man.  
 
Add facts: The brown dog from the rescue centre shuffled painfully behind the tall man. 
 
Add another adjective: The brown dog from the rescue centre shuffled painfully behind the 
tall, protective-looking man.  
 
After extending this sentence, how do you feel about the dog and the man? 

 
 

Follow the above format to make these 'uninteresting' sentences more 
interesting. 

a) The man walked down the road. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

b) Two boys came to school. 
........................................................................................................................................................................................ 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

c) The girl listened to the music. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
 

Sentence Construction – Ambiguity 
 

Words are ambiguous when they can have more than one meaning. Often, ambiguous phrases are 
funny. 



• I saw an elephant in my pyjamas. (Were you wearing your pyjamas when you saw 
the elephant? Was the elephant wearing your pyjamas when you saw it?) 

 
Pronouns are used to avoid repetition. Trying to avoid repeating nouns, can sometimes produce 
an ambiguous statement. 

• If your kitten does not like fresh milk it should be boiled. 

 
The pronoun 'it' should refer to the milk: it should be boiled. However, it sounds as if the 
pronoun 'it' refers to the kitten and as though the kitten should be boiled. To avoid ambiguity 
you often have to restructure the sentence: Milk should be boiled if your kitten does not like it 
fresh. 

 

For each of the following words write two sentences to show that the word can have 
more than one meaning. Use a dictionary to help. An example is below. 
 

Spring - We drank water from the spring. See the rider spring onto his horse. 
 

a) match  
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

b) well 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

c) blind 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

d) seal  
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

e) fine  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 



f) ruler  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

g) strike  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

h) mine  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

i) pound 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Explain what is ambiguous in each of the following sentences. 
a) I paint myself in my spare time. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

b) I shot an elephant in my dressing gown. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

c) I have a cure for spots which I have developed over years. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

d) Keep these tablets in a cabinet and if you have young children in the house, lock them 

away. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

e) The sergeant made the soldiers take off their back-packs and then he threw them all in 

the river. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….... 

 

Rewrite the sentences from the previous page so that they have one sensible 
meaning. 

 



a) I paint myself in my spare time. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

b) I shot an elephant in my dressing gown. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

c) I have a cure for spots which I have developed over years. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

d) Keep these tablets in a cabinet and if you have young children in the house, lock them 

away. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

e) The sergeant made the soldiers take off their back-packs and then he threw them all in 

the river. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

 



Explain the two meanings that each of the following sentences could have. 
 
a) The jeweller took the chain from her neck and polished it. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

b) You will all go outside and collect the rubbish left from yesterday, including 
the teachers. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

c) Whenever my sisters make gingerbread-men for me at school, they look really happy. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

d) The surgeon told his patient that he would feel no pain. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

e) I enjoy eating spaghetti more than my friends. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
Rewrite the sentences from the above so that they have one sensible 
meaning. 
 
a) …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

b) ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

c) ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

d) ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

e) ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

 


	Weird ways to learn your spellings!
	Grammar Tips
	Word Classes/Parts of Speech
	Nouns
	List all the abstract nouns in the sentences below.

	Verbs
	Think of 5 verbs that describe what these people do. Write them in a sentence. The first one is done for you.
	Copy and complete the chart below to show the past tense of some verbs. Be careful with the spelling. A dictionary may help.
	Mean Machine!
	Joining Sentences
	Rewrite each sentence below as two shorter sentences.
	Write two sentences of your own in which the connective 'because' suggests a cause and effect.

	Connecting Clauses
	Tina went to the shops so she could buy a book.
	Join up these sets of three single-cause sentences, making them into complex sentences.
	Our teacher walked into the hall, sat down at the piano and played it softly.
	Choose three of the sentences from the previous page and create as many different sentence structures as you can, maintaining the meaning. Try starting with an active verb (verb +ing) or an adverb.
	……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
	……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
	Copy the sentences. Underline the verbs. Write by the side of them whether they are simple (S) or complex (C) sentences. Explain why. The first one is done for you.
	Extend these sentences by asking 'When?' Underline the phrase or clause you have added.
	Extend these sentences by asking 'Why?' Underline the phrase or clause you have added.
	Follow the above format to make these 'uninteresting' sentences more interesting.

	Sentence Construction – Ambiguity
	For each of the following words write two sentences to show that the word can have more than one meaning. Use a dictionary to help. An example is below.
	Explain what is ambiguous in each of the following sentences.
	Rewrite the sentences from the previous page so that they have one sensible meaning.
	Rewrite the sentences from the above so that they have one sensible meaning.


