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4th July 2017 

Dear Parent/Carer 

Police forces have raised child safety concerns about a new Snapchat feature that reveals users’ locations amid fears 
it could be used for stalking.  Recently a new update which connects to your GPS, and automatically shows where 
you are on a map to anyone who is on your friends list and posts can possibly be seen publically depending on the 
settings. 

The UK Safer Internet Centre said: “It is important to be careful about who you share your location with, as it can 
allow people to build up a picture of where you live, go to school and spend your time.  Given how specific this new 
feature is on Snapchat – giving your location to a precise pinpoint on a map – we would encourage users not to share 
their location, especially with people they don’t know in person.” 

Parents can turn the feature off on children’s phones by setting the app to “ghost mode”. Our students are being 
briefed on this in assemblies to encourage them to do this themselves but we would encourage you to check it is 
done. To change the settings, pinch the screen when the app is open and this will load the map. When you do it for 
the first time it should ask you if you want to activate ghost mode. If it doesn’t, click on the icon (cog) in the top right 
hand corner, where you will be able to tick a box putting ghost mode on. 

More information about different digital apps which young people use are available on this link. 
http://www.digitalparenting.ie/snapchat.html. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mr D Thompson 
Assistant Principal 
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