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COMPULSORY COURSES:

All students must undertake the following compulsory subjects for a minimum of 16 hours per
week.

ENGLISH

MATHEMATICS

SCIENCE (CORE AND ADDITIONAL)

LIFE

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

EBACC (English Baccalaureate) COURSES:

A new measure of student performance has been introduced by the government which takes
account of their attainment in their best eight subjects. These subjects have to include maths,
English and a minimum of 3 EBacc subjects which are science core, science additional,
geography, history and a language.
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INTRODUCTION FROM HEADTEACHER

Selecting subject options is a very important and exciting time for
students and their families. The decisions made now can have a
significant impact on the specialist skills and interests students
develop and will start to build a future career.

Here at Magnus Church of England Academy, we are committed
to offering our students a flexible way of choosing their option
subjects to ensure everyone gets the opportunity to study areas
that really inspire them and develop their potential.

This booklet shows the range of courses on offer to all KS4 students,
explains which courses are relevant to them and gives advice on
how to choose their options.

Our intention is to offer students the opportunity to study first choice
subjects wherever possible and we are as committed as ever to offer a broad and balanced
curriculum which meets the needs and interests of our learners.

The following pages of this booklet cover the options process in more detail and also ‘frequently
asked questions’, but students are encouraged to speak to a member of staff who knows them
well if they have further questions.

Best wishes,
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Gil Barker
Headteacher

WELCOME



WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A BTEC AND A GCSE?

The Business and Technology Education Council is the British body which awards vocational
qualifications. Such qualifications are commonly referred to as ‘BTECs’. BTEC qualifications are
undertaken in vocational subjects ranging from business studies to engineering. BTECs are worth
the equivalent of 1 GCSE A*-C but are assessed differently as awards are Pass (C grade),
Merit (B grade) and Distinction/Distinction * (A/A* grade). If students study a Level 1 BTEC
qualification then this is worth the equivalent of a D-G GCSE grade.

HOW DO I CHOOSE THE RIGHT COURSE?

We have made all the information contained in this booklet available on our website at
www.magnusacademy.co.uk. Students are expected to discuss the courses that are of interest
to them with teachers and parents, taking into consideration their areas of strength. Staff have
more in-depth knowledge about the courses on offer if anyone needs more information than
is contained in this booklet. The more information students have, the more able they are to
make the choice that is right for them.

HOW MANY COURSES SHOULD I CHOOSE?

You will need to choose 3 subjects, one from each of the 3 blocks of subjects. You will also
need to choose a reserve subject in each block in case a course will not run.

ARE MY OPTION CHOICES GUARANTEED?

We will do all we can to ensure that you get the option choices that you want, however,
occasionally if demand for a particular subject is too low to go ahead the course may be
withdrawn from the curriculum. This will be avoided where at all possible.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
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EBACC: FRENCH

COURSE DETAILS

The course will build on basic language skills and increase confidence. Students will complete
4 units of study: Identity and culture, local, national, international and global areas of interest
and current and future study and employment. All exams will be taken at the end of Year 11
in listening, speaking, reading and writing. All contribute 25% each to your final examination
grade in French.

PERSON SPECIFICATION - IS THIS COURSE RIGHT FOR YOU?

· Enjoyment of learning French or foreign languages
· Enthusiasm and interest in the subject
· Commitment to succeed

FURTHER PROGRESSION - WHAT OPPORTUNITIES COULD THIS COURSE
OFFER YOU?

� Careers in travel, education, business, construction, sport, amongst many others
� Students choosing this option will be able to attend trips abroad
� Further education including study at university
� The ability to speak a modern foreign language could provide opportunities for further

study or employment abroad
� Speaking a foreign language is an advantageous skill in today’s society, whatever area

of work you decide to go into.
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EBACC: GEOGRAPHY

COURSE DETAILS

The course covers 5 Geographical themes

� Physical landscapes of the UK

� Extreme environments

� Global hazards

� The changing economic world

� The challenges of resource management

There is a balance of theoretical and practical work based on both the UK and global issues
that affect all of us. There is no coursework element although students will complete 2 pieces
of fieldwork.

PERSON SPECIFICATION - IS THIS COURSE RIGHT FOR YOU?

Geography will appeal to students with a genuine interest in how the world works both in
natural and human terms. If you want to understand the planet you live on and the impact it
has on our lives then geography is the course for you.

FURTHER PROGRESSION - WHAT OPPORTUNITIES COULD THIS COURSE
OFFER YOU?

Geography is both a scientific subject and one which encourages thoughtful writing.  As such,
it links well with other subjects you may be studying and helps you to follow a balanced
curriculum

It offers a balance of academic and practical work and therefore develops a range of skills
which employers will appreciate.  You will also acquire a good understanding of current
local and global geographical issues.

Geography is highly regarded by employers as a qualification that develops many
important skills.

Many of the new industries that will become important in the 21st Century will require
people with an understanding of global economic and environmental issues.
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EBACC: HISTORY

COURSE DETAILS

This course is divided into four main study areas:

� A thematic study of Health and the people circa 1000 to the present day

� A period study of Germany, 1890-1945: Democracy and dictatorship

� A British depth study of Elizabethan England circa 568-1603

� Wider world depth study of Conflict and Tension in Asia 1950-1975

PERSON SPECIFICATION - IS THIS COURSE RIGHT FOR YOU?

History appeals to people who have an enquiring mind and who want to know about the lives
of real people and how their actions have shaped the world we live in today.  You will consider
the impact and importance of many key historical figures and events and have regular
opportunities to debate and discuss these.  Lessons are active, challenging and fun and you
are encouraged to develop your own opinions on key questions.  You will also be able to visit
the Thackray Museum in Leeds and Hardwick Hall in Derbyshire.

FURTHER PROGRESSION - WHAT OPPORTUNITIES COULD THIS COURSE
OFFER YOU?

� History develops many skills that impress employers.  History students are able to reach
independent judgements, ask important questions, weigh up the evidence presented to
them and write and speak with confidence

� History can be studied in further education and can lead to a variety of careers
� History students often go on to work in teaching, law, the media, museum and archive

offices and journalism
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EBACC: SPANISH

COURSE DETAILS

The course will build on basic language skills and increasing confidence. Students will complete
4 units of study: Identity and culture, local, national, international and global areas of interest
and Current and Future Study and employment. All exams will be taken at the end of Year
11 in listening, speaking, reading and writing. All contribute 25% each to your final examination
grade in Spanish.

PERSON SPECIFICATION - IS THIS COURSE RIGHT FOR YOU?

· Enjoyment of learning Spanish or other foreign language
· Enthusiasm and interest in the subject
· Commitment to succeed

FURTHER PROGRESSION - WHAT OPPORTUNITIES COULD THIS COURSE
OFFER YOU?

· Careers in travel, education, business, construction, sport, amongst many others
· Students choosing this option will be able to attend trips abroad
· Further education including study at university
· The ability to speak a modern foreign language could provide opportunities for further

study or employment abroad
· Speaking a foreign language is an advantageous skill in today’s society, whatever area

of work you decide to go into.
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PERFORMANCE
DANCE
DRAMA/ACTING
PHYSICAL EDUCATION/SPORT
MUSIC



DANCE

COURSE DETAILS

If you choose dance you will begin to develop your skills in a range of dance styles, although
it is mainly contemporary and jazz dance. You will learn, create and perform in whole class
dance pieces, small groups as well as solos. Don’t be put off choosing the course because you
have to do some performance work as a solo! We build up to this gradually, and you will not
be forced to do anything you are not comfortable with.
You will also learn to develop your appreciation skills, where you will watch and analyse
professional dance works as well as those performed in lessons. There will also be opportunities
to participate in visits to watch professional companies perform in a variety of settings.

PERSON SPECIFICATION - IS THIS COURSE RIGHT FOR YOU?

· You must be willing to perform to an audience
· Committed to practical and theoretical work
· You will need to have an interest in dance and motivation to improve your skills

FURTHER PROGRESSION - WHAT OPPORTUNITIES COULD THIS COURSE
OFFER YOU?

You may want to go on to study dance at a higher level or go into a dance based role with
further specialist training on the job. Options may include working with children or the
elderly and special needs as well as specialist dancers.
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COURSE DETAILS

Students will develop their improvisation and acting skills.  They will also look at plays in more
detail and at different ways of bringing a script to life on stage and learn how drama is
created, including all the acting and staging skills that are needed to put a piece of drama
on to the stage. Students will learn how to create a character and play a character in a
performance.

For assessment students will explore themes, ideas and plays in a practical way, maintaining
a written record of responses and development. Students will also be required to perform in
a play to an audience.

PERSON SPECIFICATION - IS THIS COURSE RIGHT FOR YOU?

· Enjoy drama and be able to work in a team
· Enthusiastic and able to perform in front of an audience
· Excellent attendance and be a reliable person
· Be creative and imaginative

FURTHER PROGRESSION - WHAT OPPORTUNITIES COULD THIS COURSE
OFFER YOU?

· Progression to college, 6th form or university
· Performing arts careers can include: performing, teaching, choreography, drama
 therapy, nursing, solicitor, radio presenter, and technical roles such as director, stage
 manager, lighting technician and many more!

DRAMA/ACTING
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MUSIC

COURSE DETAILS

Music encourages you to be creative and broadens your background knowledge of music from
different times and places. You develop confidence as you perform on your instrument or voice
and you learn to co-operate with others in ensemble performances. You are encouraged to
attend performances out of school and work with other musicians.

Each lesson has a practical element where you work on your individual performing and
composing as well as making music with others in the group. You will use instruments and have
the opportunity to use music technology. You will also listen to music from different times and
cultures and develop your skills at writing down pitch and rhythm and recognising instruments.

PERSON SPECIFICATION - IS THIS COURSE RIGHT FOR YOU?

· You will need to be able to sing or play an instrument
· You do not have to play in a band or orchestra to study this subject, although we would
 encourage you to become involved in music-making
· You will need the ability to work both on your own and also to cooperate with others
·  You will use your imagination and creativity as your compositions and performances
 develop

FURTHER PROGRESSION - WHAT OPPORTUNITIES COULD THIS COURSE
OFFER YOU?

Music informs prospective employers that you are creative, able to work in a group and on
your own as well as being disciplined, well-organised and with good listening and
communication skills. You could work in performing, broadcasting, radio, TV or entertainment.
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PE/SPORT

COURSE DETAILS

This course is a mix of practical and theory spread over 4 component areas.

Components one and two are examined and worth 60% of the overall marks. The exams are
1 hour 45 minutes and 1 hour 15 minutes respectively and have both short and extended
answers. Component three is practical and worth 30% of the qualification where students must
perform in one team activity, one individual activity and a final free choice. Sports choices are
limited to more ‘traditional’ activities and can be found on the Pearson website.
The fourth component is the planning, carrying out and evaluating a personal exercise
programme. This is coursework based and is worth 10% of the qualification.

The theory elements of the course include:
� Applied anatomy and physiology, movement analysis, physical training and use of

data
� Health, fitness and well-being, sports psychology, socio-cultural influence and use of

data

PERSON SPECIFICATION - IS THIS COURSE RIGHT FOR YOU?

PE will appeal to students with recognisable sporting ability and an interest in physical activity.
You must have a track record of performing in a wide range of physical activities to gain
access to this course. However, students must also be prepared to spend substantial time in the
classroom studying the theory of PE & sport. Lessons are active, challenging and fun. You will
be expected to perform in extra-curricular physical education and outside of school as a
performer to maximise achievement on this course.

FURTHER PROGRESSION - WHAT OPPORTUNITIES COULD THIS COURSE
OFFER YOU?

PE & sport students often go on to study related subjects in further education with many
opportunities for careers in the sports industry including coaching and teaching, sports
development, gym instruction, physiotherapy, sports journalism and many more.

PLEASE NOTE: This subject will run in both GCSE and BTEC courses. Students will be entered
for the appropriate qualification based on their practical ability.
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WORLD STUDIES
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

COURSE DETAILS
RE at Magnus is divided into five main areas:

� The study of moral issues – war, family life, abortion, euthanasia, animal rights
� The study of philosophy – what happens when we die, whether God exists, prayer and

miracles
� The study of Christianity – beliefs about God and the Trinity, the Bible, worship
� The study of Islam – beliefs about Allah, the Qur’an, Prophets, daily life
� Personal and non-religious views

Discussion, debate and analysis are key elements of every lesson, as you consider a range
of responses and viewpoints alongside developing your own perspectives.

PERSON SPECIFICATION - IS THIS COURSE RIGHT FOR YOU?

RE will appeal to students who have an interest in finding out about people, what they believe,
and how this influences them and their behaviour.  You will consider the place of religion in
today’s society and how this affects individuals and groups.  You will explore deeper questions
about the meaning of life, the existence of God and different perspectives on what is right
and wrong.  Lessons are active, challenging and fun and you are encouraged to discuss your
own thoughts and opinions.  You will visit places of faith and have the chance to speak to
people from different faith communities. You do not have to be religious to enjoy or to be
accepted onto this course, only be willing to explore and enjoy different and opposing viewpoints.

FURTHER PROGRESSION - WHAT OPPORTUNITIES COULD THIS COURSE
OFFER YOU?

· Many past RE students have gone on to study philosophy and ethics
· RE develops many skills that impress employers.  RE students are able to reach their own
 decisions, ask important and ‘big’ questions, analyse and weigh up the evidence
 presented to them and write and speak with confidence.  RE students often go on to
 work in teaching, law and the caring professions.
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TECHNOLOGIES
ART
CHILD PLAY & DEVELOPMENT
DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY
FOOD/CATERING
ICT



ART

COURSE DETAILS

· This course gives students the opportunity to produce work that demonstrates the use of
formal elements and creative skills

· Students’ work will give form to individual thoughts, feelings, observations and ideas
· Students will study the work of others to support and develop their work

PERSON SPECIFICATION - IS THIS COURSE RIGHT FOR YOU?

· A personal, creative and imaginative approach is needed
· Enjoyment of practical activity is critical
· Integration of some critical and historical knowledge is required
· You must be willing to experiment and take risks in your work
· You must be able to work to deadlines
· Students will have an interest in studying and/or using art in the future

FURTHER PROGRESSION - WHAT OPPORTUNITIES COULD THIS COURSE
OFFER YOU?

· You might go on to study art and design based subjects further including foundation or
pre-degree courses

· There are hundreds of art based career specialisms which can be used in a wide variety
of jobs such as illustrator, fine artist, sculptor, art specialist, dealer or auctioneer or more
general careers that require an element of artistic knowledge such as interior design,
product development and visual merchandising.
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CHILD PLAY & DEVELOPMENT

COURSE DETAILS

This course is made up of 3 units covering principles of child development, principles of play
and its importance and inclusive settings.

Principles of child development includes studying the milestones that children should be able
to accomplish across 5 development areas between the ages of 0-8 years. The topic on play
focuses on how children play, why play is important and how adults should plan and involve
themselves in play. Inclusive settings looks at early years education and how children should
be treated and cared for.

PERSON SPECIFICATION - IS THIS COURSE RIGHT FOR YOU?

Child play will appeal to anyone who is interested in a career in caring for or educating
children. It covers areas of how a child develops and what gives them the best chances of
developing into healthy, happy young people.  It is an excellent stepping stone to the Level 3
Children’s Play, Learning and Development course in Sixth Form.

Lessons are interactive wherever possible (expect to play!), fun and rewarding.

FURTHER PROGRESSION - WHAT OPPORTUNITIES COULD THIS COURSE
OFFER YOU?

This subject will appeal to those interested in working with children. Many health
professionals will value the knowledge, understanding and skills adopted during the study of
this course meaning that career opportunities are very broad from nursing, midwifery, social
care and child care to paediatrics and child psychology.
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DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY

COURSE DETAILS
The design & technology course offers students the opportunity to identify and solve real
problems by designing and making products. It’s both an academic and practical subject
involving the combination of skills with knowledge of how products are manufactured.

Students will design & make products from a range of materials using hand, machine and
computer controlled tools. They will cover units in a variety materials, properties & processes
and CAD/CAM. Students will study how products are designed and developed. This will
prepare students for creative, engineering or manufacturing industries.

PERSON SPECIFICATION - IS THIS COURSE RIGHT FOR YOU?

Design and technology will appeal to students who enjoy practical work and have an interest
in designing and making products. This course will build on the skills studied in KS3.

FURTHER PROGRESSION - WHAT OPPORTUNITIES COULD THIS COURSE
OFFER YOU?

�  Students can progress into further education from this course.
�  Many of the skills learned are also useful to employers as students must show themselves
to be responsible and independent in their approach.
�  Progression into employment in a wide variety of careers can include architecture, engi-
neering, design, product design, interior design, theatre design, construction, maintenance,
mechanic, plumber, electrician, car designer, jewellery design, forestry worker and shop
fitting.
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FOOD/CATERING

COURSE DETAILS

This course will build confidence and skills in food preparation and cooking. It offers a unique
opportunity to develop knowledge and extend skills within the hospitality and catering industry.
It is a suitable qualification for those who want a broad background in this area to further a
career or for those who wish to progress to further education.

PERSON SPECIFICATION - IS THIS COURSE RIGHT FOR YOU?

Food will appeal to students with an interest in catering and cooking, who are willing to work
at a fast pace, are well organised and can work independently.

FURTHER PROGRESSION - WHAT OPPORTUNITIES COULD THIS COURSE
OFFER YOU?

� Food helps to develop life skills that will equip students with the ability to provide a
better quality of life for themselves. Many of the skills learned are also useful to
employers as students must demonstrate responsibility and independence in their
approach.

� Progression in education or to employment in a wide variety of food related careers is
also an option.

� Career opportunities in areas such as food manufacture and product development,
buying, catering, environmental health, food microbiology, marketing and food science
are also available.
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ICT

COURSE DETAILS

Students will:

· Develop their understanding of current and emerging technologies and how they work
· Look at the use of algorithms in computer programs and become independent and
 discerning users of IT.
· Acquire and apply creative and technical skills, knowledge and understanding of IT in a
 range of contexts.
· Develop computer programs to solve problems
· Evaluate the effectiveness of computer programs/solutions and the impact of computer
 technology in society.

PERSON SPECIFICATION - IS THIS COURSE RIGHT FOR YOU?

· You will be interested in ICT and want to discover how computer technology works and
 to take a look at what goes on ‘behind the scenes’.
· You enjoy critical thinking, analysis and problem solving as well as being able to work
 well collaboratively and independently.

FURTHER PROGRESSION - WHAT OPPORTUNITIES COULD THIS COURSE
OFFER YOU?

· Students can go on to higher study and employment in the field of computer science
· Career opportunities include programmer, web developer, consultant, database
 administrator, games developer, information systems manager, multimedia programmer,
 network engineer, systems analyst, systems developer, teacher and help-desk support
 among others.
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SERVICES
BUSINESS STUDIES
SERVICE AND MAINTENANCE ENGINEERING (MOTOR VEHICLE)



BUSINESS STUDIES

COURSE DETAILS

This course is designed to actively engage students in the study of business and to develop
them as effective and independent learners with enquiring minds. Students will be able to
develop and apply their business knowledge, understanding and skills using real life business
examples locally, nationally and globally.

Students will also learn about how business and finance can influence people in different ways,
including the effect that businesses can have on communities and the environment.

PERSON SPECIFICATION - IS THIS COURSE RIGHT FOR YOU?

· Students should have an interest in business and the world or a desire to work in a
 career that involves business skills.
· Students will need to have excellent literacy and numeracy skills.
· Students need to be organised and willing to work both independently and with others.
· Students who are committed and dedicated to learning inside and outside of the
 classroom will succeed on this course.

FURTHER PROGRESSION - WHAT OPPORTUNITIES COULD THIS COURSE OFFER
YOU?

Studying business opens up a number of future pathways including further study and careers
in business such as marketing, events management, finance, accountancy and management.

This course is an ideal stepping stone to college, university, apprenticeships and the world of
work and entrepreneurship.
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SERVICE AND MAINTENANCE ENGINEERING

COURSE DETAILS

The service and maintenance engineering course offers students the opportunity to gain an
internationally recognised qualification with the IMI (Institute of the Motor Industry) that will
help them progress into further education and/ or the workplace. They will have the opportunity
to fix and restore motorbike/car projects whilst learning the theory of how the components
and systems work. There is a fabrication element within the course so students will learn the
basics of design, fabrication and welding. The course teaches a wide range of skills from basic
tool handling to using up to date diagnostic tools.

PERSON SPECIFICATION - IS THIS COURSE RIGHT FOR YOU?

This course will appeal to people who have an interest in the automotive industry, who like
working with their hands, problem solving and those who are practical learners.

FURTHER PROGRESSION - WHAT OPPORTUNITIES COULD THIS COURSE
OFFER YOU?

There is a wide range of progression routes with this qualification:

� Students can continue into further education with this course to pursue a specialism.
� There are some great opportunities to progress into apprenticeships within local and

national organisations.
� This is a good route if you are considering a career in the armed forces as the

teamwork, communication and practical applications are all well suited transferable
skills.
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Earp Avenue, Newark-on-Trent, Nottinghamshire NG24 4AB
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